History and
Geography
Introduction
This chapter covers geography, world history and British history. Geography has been
described as the study of what’s where, why it’s there and why we should care. It looks at
how humans are challenged by, adapt to, use and change the natural environments in
which they live. By Year 6, students should know the rudiments of world and British
geography. They should be able to read and colour maps, and make simple maps of their
own. They can be shown maps of their own town and county and be invited to study maps
during field trips and family holidays. As their skills develop, they can be allowed to
navigate on car journeys or to find their way around a city using a map. Our study of
regions of the British Isles that began in Year 4 continues in Year 6 with Scotland, Wales,
the North East and the North West of England.
e world history and geography topics for Year 6 build on those introduced in Year 5.
In Year 5, students studied early American history including the Revolutionary War,
American independence and the slave trade. In Year 6, they learn about the American Civil
War and the geography of the United States of America, Canada and the countries of
Central and South America. British history covers the period of the Industrial Revolution
of the late eighteenth century through the Victorian era of the nineteenth century, including
the many social and political reforms made at that time. Our approach to history is
chronological and narrative: we have tried to show how the events of one era have led to
those of the next. In the case of British history, it is particularly important for children to
grasp the sequence of events that contributed to the industrial revolution and the growth
of the British economy during the nineteenth century, together with the creation of the
largest empire the world has ever known, the empire ‘on which the sun never set’.
Parents and teachers are encouraged to build on the foundation provided here by
discussing history with children; by visiting historic houses, monuments and sites;
by visiting museums and galleries; and by seeking out additional resources, including the
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many excellent TV programmes on historical subjects which are often also available on
DVD. There are many good books, DVDs and online resources suitable for Year 6, listed
at the end of this chapter.

World Geography
Arctic and Antarctic
Geographers use latitude to divide the earth into bands that run parallel to the equator.
These bands tell us a lot about the climate of those regions. The further from the equator
in either direction, the colder the climate tends to be.
Far to the north, at about 67° N latitude, there is an imaginary boundary called the
Arctic Circle. Why 67°? The earth tilts 23° on its axis. Above 67° there will be at least one
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day in summer when the sun does not set and one day in winter when it does not rise.
The closer to the pole, the more such days there will be.
The lands and waters north of the Arctic Circle are called the Arctic Region. You can
see the lands inside the Arctic Circle as if you are looking from above the North Pole
on the map opposite. Notice that these lands form a ring around the Arctic Ocean. Much
of this ocean is frozen in a thick pack of ice called the polar ice cap.
In the Southern Hemisphere, there is another imaginary circle called the Antarctic
Circle, located at about 67° latitude. The Antarctic climate is even colder than that of the
Arctic. Most of Antarctica is buried under a permanent ice cap sometimes as much as
three miles thick! This southern polar ice cap contains more fresh water than all the
world’s streams, rivers, lakes and clouds put together.
23° from the equator are the tropics. e Tropic of Cancer is in the northern hemisphere
and the Tropic of Capricorn is in the south. Between the tropics, the sun can pass directly
overhead at midday.
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Longitude and Time Zones
Longitude is connected with time of day. As Earth rotates (spins) on its axis, different
parts of Earth point towards the sun. Only half of Earth faces the sun at any given time.
That half experiences daytime, while the other half experiences night-time. When it’s noon
at the prime meridian, it is midnight at the 180⁰ meridian on the other side of Earth.
Suppose you are following a cricket match in Australia, played in Brisbane. They start
playing at 11 AM but they are a long way east of Greenwich, by about 150⁰. As the earth
spins, the sun appears to travel 15⁰ across the sky in an hour, so 11 AM in Brisbane is ten
hours earlier than 11 AM in the UK. The first ball will be at 1 AM Greenwich Mean Time
(GMT). You might prefer to wake up early and hear the evening session. What time will
that start in Britain if it is 4 PM there?
Just as the prime meridian is the reference point from which distance east and west is
measured, it is also the reference point for measuring time. Using the prime meridian
as the starting point, we could divide the world into 24 hourly time zones, to match the
24-hour cycle of Earth’s rotation on its axis. In fact, countries do not always set their clocks
by the sun. Many countries use daylight saving schemes which involve putting the clock
forward or back at certain times of the year to get lighter mornings in the winter, or longer
evenings in the summer. Sometimes countries that trade with each other find it easier if
they are all on the same time, even if they might really be in different time zones.
Find the 180⁰ meridian on the Time Zones map on the next page. This line is halfway
around the world from the prime meridian. Now look at the sometimes zig-zagging line
that generally follows the 180⁰ meridian: this is called the international date line. If you
cross the date line going east, Monday becomes Sunday. If you cross it going west, Sunday
becomes Monday.

Round Earth, Flat Map
Have you ever compared a globe and a flat map, noting the diﬀerences in size of the world’s
landmasses? If you do, you will notice that some landmasses seem larger on the flat map
than on the globe. For example, the island of Iceland looks very large on some maps.
Sometimes it looks larger than Italy. But in fact, Italy is about three times the size of Iceland.
What’s going on?
These differences in size result from distortions that occur when mapmakers represent
our round Earth on a flat piece of paper. Here’s one way to understand this: take a large

70

History and Geography

World Time Zones
Prime Meridian

International Date Line

This map shows time zones all around the world. When it is noon in Greenwich, it is midnight
in New Zealand according to the sun and the stars. Can you see the international date line
where today becomes tomorrow – or yesterday?
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sheet of paper and wrap it around the
globe so that the paper touches the globe
along the equator. The paper forms a tube
or cylinder that does not touch the globe
at the poles. Now, pretend your globe is
hollow and made of clear plastic. On the
plastic are opaque outlines of the world’s
landmasses. If you put an electric light in
the middle of this hollow, clear globe, the
light would cast the shadows of the
globe’s features onto the tube. Where the
paper fits fairly closely to the globe, the
sizes and the shapes of the shadows
would be accurate. However, where the
paper is far away from the globe, there
will be some distortion.
Think in particular about how areas
near the poles are represented on the
globe and the tube. On the globe all the
lines of longitude meet in a single point
at the pole, but on the paper tube the lines
of longitude are stretched apart to look
vertical and parallel. That’s why
Greenland, Iceland and Scandinavia look
so big on many flat maps.
Mapmakers are known as cartographers.
They use the mathematics that go along
with simple geometric shapes – such as
the sphere, cylinder, cone, or plane – to
draw maps on flat pieces of paper. Diﬀerent
kinds of maps are called ‘projections’.

On what part of the cylinder will the
shadows cast by the light most
accurately represent the globe’s
features? Where will there be
the most distortion?

The Mercator Projection
The Flemish cartographer Gerardus Mercator was the first to project Earth’s surface onto
a flat map. Made in the 1500s, his is still the best-known map projection of the world.
Mercator’s projection was made onto a cylinder like the one in the description above.
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On the left you see how Gerardus Mercator projected the globe’s features
onto a cylinder. On the right, a finished Mercator projection map laid out flat.
Generally speaking, you can trust the Mercator projection for the area between the
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. Direction on Mercator’s map is also accurate, so the
map is helpful in ship navigation. However, the Mercator projection makes landmasses
near the poles look larger than they are. Thus, Greenland looks larger than Australia on
the Mercator projection shown above, when in fact Australia is much larger.

Conic and Plane Projection
If you twisted a piece of paper into the shape of a cone and put it over a part of a globe,
you would end up with a conic projection. This projection is most accurate where the
cone touches the sides of the globe. As you move away from places where the cone touches
the paper, however, distortion increases, so conic projections are rarely used for world
maps. Instead, they focus on smaller parts of the globe, such as single countries.
If you put a flat piece of paper against the globe, it would touch the globe at one point
only, like the polar projection in the diagram overleaf. This method is called plane
projection. Maps of this sort are accurate only in the centre, near where the plane touches
the globe.
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Look back at the diagram of the Mercator projection map. Notice that the
meridians and parallels on that map run vertically and horizontally.
Compare that to the conic projection maps here and on page 109.
How are the maps different? How are they similar?

Would this polar projection be your first choice if you wanted
to learn about the geography of Africa? Why or why not?
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British Geography
Let’s Explore Wales
Wales is bordered to the east by England; its other borders
are all with stretches of water − the Irish Sea, the Celtic Sea
and the Bristol Channel.
When the Romans left Britain in the fifth century,
Wales was an independent kingdom until it was
conquered by Edward I. Apart from a short time of
independence in the fifteenth century, Wales has been
ruled by the English monarch ever since. Edward I built a
series of castles around Wales to make sure that the Welsh
did not rebel against English rule. One of the largest of
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these was Caernarfon Castle, where Edward’s
son was born. He was also called Edward and
succeeded his father as Edward II. When he
was a teenager, Edward II was given the title
‘Prince of Wales’ by his father, to create a link
between the Welsh and the English people.
Ever since then, the oldest son of the monarch
has held the title of Prince of Wales. Prince
Charles, the present Prince of Wales, was
invested (meaning he was presented with the
oﬃcial title) at Caernarfon Castle in 1969.

Caernarfon Castle

Wales is one of the four countries that make up the United Kingdom. The other three
are Scotland, England and Northern Ireland. As part of the United Kingdom, Wales is
governed by laws passed by the Houses of Parliament in Westminster, but Parliament has
devolved, or transferred, certain powers to the Welsh Assembly in Cardiff. This means
that Welsh people can vote for people to represent them in the Assembly where they make
their own decisions about some things.

What Language is Spoken in Wales?
Wales is a bilingual country. is means that there
are two oﬃcial languages: English and Welsh. All
of the signs that you see in public places are in both
languages. If you went to school in Wales, you
would learn Welsh and might even have some of
your lessons in Welsh.
The Welsh language sounds very different
from English and has some very long words.

This railway station has the longest name in Britain, and perhaps the world!
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Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch, a town which has the
longest place name in Britain, is perhaps the most famous! The name means: Saint Mary’s
Church in the hollow of the white hazel near the rapid whirlpool and St Tysilio’s Church of
the red cave. In one place name you get two churches and two colours, one tree, a hollow,
a cave and a whirlpool!

The Land of Song
Music is so important to Welsh people that Wales
is known as the ‘land of song’. Welsh choirs are
famous for their magnificent voices and Wales
You can find another rugby
song to sing on page 200.
has produced many famous singers who perform
everything from opera to popular music. Rugby
is also an important part of Welsh culture, and
fans of the sport oen sing songs at rugby matches. English people might recognise the tune
‘Cwm Rhondda’, which is known as the hymn ‘Guide me O ou great Redeemer’, but the
favourite Welsh rugby song is ‘Calon Lân’. Here it is in Welsh and English:
Nid wy’n gofyn bywyd moethus,
Aur y byd na’i berlau mân:
Gofyn wyf am galon hapus,
Calon onest, calon lân.
Chorus
Calon lân yn llawn daioni,
Tecach yw na’r lili dlôs:
Dim ond calon lân all ganu
Canu’r dydd a chanu’r nos.

A new bard is chosen at the
National Eisteddfod.

Not for me, the life of grandeur.
Gold and pearls have no appeal.
But a heart of joy and candour,
And a heart, sincere and real.
Chorus
Hearts of pure and loving kindness
Like the fairest lily known.
They can sing, sincere and guileless,
Dawn till dusk and dusk till dawn.
Wales holds special arts festivals called Eisteddfods
[aye-STED-fods] where people enter competitions in
which they perform poetry, play music or sing, all in
Welsh. e winners of the competitions are called
bards. e biggest festival is the National Eisteddfod,
held every year at the beginning of August. ere are
eight days of competitions and it takes place in a
diﬀerent town each year. If you entered an Eisteddfod,
what would you like to perform?
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Mountains and Rivers
What is the landscape like in Wales?
Wales is a mountainous country. Its highest mountains are in Snowdonia, a region in
the North West, and the highest of these is Mount Snowdon, at 1,085 metres high.
Snowdonia is the third largest National Park in Britain and many people go there every
year to enjoy its spectacular scenery. The Brecon Beacons are a ridge of high hills in the
South and this area is also a National Park. Further west are the imposing Black Mountains
and the steep cliffs of the Pembrokeshire Coast. It is a good area to visit if you want to see
unusual wildlife, such as seals, gannets and ravens. It is difficult growing crops on steep
hills so farmers choose to keep sheep instead. The sheep like to eat the grass on the hills
and farmers use sheepdogs to round up the sheep for them. They hold sheepdog trials,
which are competitions to see which dogs do the best job.
The only flat part of Wales is the island of Anglesey. Its biggest town is Holyhead, where
you can take a ferry across the Irish Sea to Dublin.
Rain falls abundantly on the mountains in Wales, and runs into lakes, rivers and
waterfalls. The biggest rivers in Wales are the Wye, the Severn and the Dee. They flow
eastward, so a lot of Welsh water flows into English rivers.

The Industrial Revolution in Wales
e Industrial Revolution made a big diﬀerence to the work that Welsh people did. It created
a demand for coal to power all the machinery, and large seams of high-quality coal were
found under the ground in South Wales. is coal was needed to fire the furnaces that were
used in creating metals like steel. Huge coalmines were dug to mine the coal and many
people worked there. A large steel industry developed in South Wales, because there was
lots of coal available for the furnaces. Port Talbot became an important centre for steelmaking. Because of the mining, the steel-works and other industrial activities, great cities
grew up in South Wales like Newport, Swansea and Cardiﬀ, the capital city. ese are still
the biggest cities in Wales. Today there is less coal-mining and steel-making, but large
tankers bring oil to Milford Haven where it is refined into petrol. Light industry, like working
in oﬃces and public services, is now more important than heavy industry, which is the name
people give to the traditional industrial processes like steel-making. Tourism is also now
important and brings money to the country. Many people like to visit the castles built by
the Normans, Edward I and others to stop the Welsh from rebelling against English rule!
In the north of the country, the rocks are different to those in the south, and there was
less industrial development. e mountains of Snowdonia are made of slate, which can split
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into large, flat sheets. Welsh slate makes very
good tiles to cover roofs, as well as worktops,
flooring and gravestones. In the last part of the
nineteenth century the slate industry was very
important in north Wales, which had the
largest slate quarries in the world.
The smallest city in Britain is St Davids in
south-west Wales. The country’s patron saint
is buried in the cathedral there.
Now you have read about Wales, can you
answer these questions?

A slate quarry

What lies across the borders
of Wales to the north,
south, east and west?

How does Welsh water end
up in English rivers?

What would you see if you
visited the Brecon Beacons?

How did the Industrial
Revolution change Wales?

Let’s Explore Scotland
For hundreds of years, Scotland
We learnt about
was an independent country
the Act of
with its own king. en, in
Union in Year 5.
1603, Queen Elizabeth I of
England died without leaving
any heirs to the throne. James VI of Scotland was asked if
he would like to be king of England as well, so he became
James I of England. Although he was king of both England
and Scotland, they were still separate kingdoms. en, in
1707, the Act of Union was passed, joining Scotland and
England together to make the Kingdom of Great Britain.
79

What Your Year 6 Child Needs to Know

Like Wales, Scotland is now one of the four countries that make up the United
Kingdom, and, also like Wales, it has had some powers devolved to it by the British
Parliament in Westminster. Since 1999, people in Scotland have been able to vote for
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Members of the Scottish Parliament (MSPs) to represent them in Edinburgh and pass laws
on some things related to their own country.
Scotland lies in the northern part of the British Isles. It has a border with England to
the south, the North Sea to the east, the Atlantic Ocean to the North and the Irish Sea to
the south-west. As well as the mainland, Scotland has nearly 800 islands.
Can you see John O’ Groats, at the very northern tip of Scotland on the map? Because
it is so far north, it has become popular with people who do sponsored walks and cyclerides for charity. They often start or finish at Land’s End on the very south-western tip of
England, so the expression ‘from John O’ Groats to Land’s End’ has come to mean ‘from
one end of Britain to the other’.

Highlands and Islands
Beyond John O’ Groats are two groups of islands: the Orkneys and Shetlands. They were
once ruled by Vikings from Scandinavia, on the other side of the North Sea. Shetland,
famous for its breed of small, long-maned ponies, is so far north that it is usually put on
a small extra map, inset in one corner (just like we have done!). If you went there in
summer, it would hardly get dark, even at midnight. In winter, daylight only lasts for a
few hours. Can you use a globe to explain why?
Oﬀ the west coast, you can see two groups
of islands that are called the Inner Hebrides
and the Outer Hebrides. e largest island of
the Inner Hebrides is Skye, where Bonnie
Prince Charlie fled with Flora MacDonald
aer his defeat at the Battle of Culloden in
1746. Now it has a bridge to the mainland, but
Bonnie Prince Charlie had to travel by boat.
A Shetland pony

We sang ‘The Skye
Boat Song’ in Year 5.
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The island of Staffa has a cave
formed out of volcanic rock columns,
called Fingal’s Cave. It is made
from rocks that look like those of
the Giant’s Causeway in Northern
Ireland. Some people say that this
was the other end of the causeway
built by Finn MacCool to link
Ireland and Scotland.
Another island in the Inner
Hebrides is Iona. It is tiny, but many
Fingal’s Cave
people regard it as a special and
holy place. St Columba founded a
community of monks there in the
We read about Finn MacCool and
sixth century, and people still like
the giant Benandonner in Year 4.
to visit the Iona Abbey to take time
from their busy lives to think about things.
Further out in the Atlantic Ocean are the
Outer Hebrides. ey have a very low population
density, which means that a small number of
people live in a large area. In 1831 some chess
pieces were discovered on a beach on the Isle of
Lewis in the Outer Hebrides. e chess pieces are
very old, probably from around 1200, and are
made from walrus ivory and whale tooth. ey
were probably made in Norway and may have
been buried by a traveller from Scandinavia. You
can see these at the British Museum in London
and at the National Museum in Edinburgh.
These chess pieces are about 800 years old.

Highlands and Lowlands
Scotland is a country with many mountains, including the Grampians. Ben Nevis, the tallest
mountain in the British Isles at 1,344 metres, is part of the Grampian range. e
mountainous area of Scotland, in the North West of the country, is known as the Highlands.
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Big birds of prey, like ospreys and
golden eagles, live wild in Scotland.

Most of the large towns in Scotland
are in the Lowlands, because life in the
Highlands was always hard, so
not many people can live there. The
Highlands has one of the lowest
population densities in Europe.
Farming is difficult in mountainous
areas, and people have struggled to
produce enough food locally to live
on. Fishing and weaving have been
important through the centuries.
There are many ancient trackways
(routes) between the Lowlands
and the Highlands, the best known
ones being Causey Mounth and
Elsick Mounth.

Highlanders, the name given to people living in the Scottish Highlands, developed their
own unique way of life. They lived as members of clans, led by clan chieftains. Every clan
had its own tartan pattern, so people could tell which clan you were from by looking at
the tartan.

Cities and Towns of Scotland
Edinburgh is the capital city of
Scotland, and the second largest city
in the country. Edinburgh is in the
Lowlands in the South, although there
are still hills and even a large outcrop
of volcanic rock, right in the middle
of the town. It is called Castle Rock
because Edinburgh Castle stands on
the top of it.
Edinburgh has many beautiful
buildings laid out in wide streets and
Edinburgh Castle
squares, some of them designed by
the famous Scottish architect Robert Adam. Princes Street is one of the most popular
shopping streets in the country. Edinburgh is home to the largest annual arts festival in
83

What Your Year 6 Child Needs to Know

the world: the Edinburgh Festival, which takes place in August and involves hundreds of
plays, concerts, operas, dance events and exhibitions. It is also home to Holyrood Palace,
the official residence of the Queen when she is in Scotland. It faces Edinburgh Castle down
a long street called the Royal Mile that is lined with important and historic buildings. The
new Scottish Parliament building is beside Holyrood Palace on the Royal Mile.
Outside Edinburgh, there are other Lowland cities, such as Stirling, the ancient capital,
and St Andrews, known both for its university and its golf course beside the sea.
Glasgow is Scotland’s biggest city. It lies in the west of the Lowlands beside the river
Clyde. It grew from being a small settlement to being one of the largest seaports in the
world, from which many ships left for America and the West Indies. Glasgow became
famous for its shipbuilding, as well as other industries. During the Victorian period,
Glasgow was called ‘the second city of the Empire’ – after London.
The third largest city in Scotland is Aberdeen. Aberdeen has always been famous for
its granite – a very hard stone that is ideal for buildings in cities, where there is a lot of
pollution. It was used to build the Houses of Parliament in London. Aberdeen’s traditional
industries were fishing and weaving, but in the 1970s oil was discovered in the North Sea.
Aberdeen became the centre of the European petroleum industry and is known as the oil
capital of Europe. Huge oil rigs were constructed in the North Sea where people have to
live for weeks at a time, drilling for oil. Aberdeen has the largest heliport in the world to
carry them there and back by helicopter.
Scotland is famous for producing whisky, a very strong alcoholic drink which is made
in distilleries. There are many of these distilleries around the river Spey.
In the south of Scotland, very close
to the border with England, is a village
called Gretna Green, which is famous
as a place where people go to get
married. This is because in the
eighteenth century it was not possible
for people under 21 to get married
in England if their parents objected.
As a result, young couples started
running away from home to get
married in Scotland, where the law
was different. The first village they
came to, as their stage coach crossed
the border, was Gretna Green. Scottish

84

Many people still travel to Gretna
Green to be married at the anvil.
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law did not even require that marriages should be performed by ministers of religion, as
long as there were witnesses, so a lot of people got married in the blacksmith’s shop. The
blacksmith performed the ceremony over his anvil, so the Gretna Green anvil has come
to symbolise marriages that people enter into in places where they don’t live. In spite of
the fact that marriage laws have changed in both England and Scotland, Gretna Green is
still a very popular place to get married.

What Languages do People Speak?
Scotland has three languages: English, Scots and Scots Gaelic. Scots Gaelic is a Celtic
language that originally came from Ireland. Only a small number of Scottish people can
still speak it, and they mainly live in the Outer Hebrides and the Highlands. The Scots
language is more like English. The most famous poet to write in Scots was Robert (or
Robbie or Rabbie) Burns, who lived from 1759 to 1796. Like other poems, songs and
stories that are written in a dialect (for example ‘On Ilkley Moor Baht ’At’ in Year 4 and
‘Blaydon Races’ on page 202), you can usually understand them if you say the words out
loud. Here is the first verse of a poem that Burns wrote when he saw a nest of mice which
had been disturbed by a plough:
To a Mouse, on Turning Her Up in Her Nest with the Plough
Wee, sleekit, cow’rin, tim’rous beastie,
O, what a panic’s in thy breastie!
Thou need na start awa sae hasty
Wi’ bickering brattle!
I wad be laith to rin an’ chase thee,
Wi’ murd’ring pattle.
Can you say the words out loud and work out
what they are? It may be a little tricky but the picture will help!
Burns is sometimes described as the national poet of Scotland and Scottish people like
to gather together to celebrate Burns Night on his birthday, 25 January, wherever they are
in the world. Some people say that Robert Burns wrote the famous song ‘Auld Lang Syne’
that is sung on the stroke of midnight on New Year’s Eve, or Hogmanay as it is called in
Scotland, but Burns said he only wrote down a song that he heard an old man singing.
Other famous Scottish writers include Robert Louis Stevenson, the author of popular
adventure stories for young readers like Treasure Island (that we looked at in Year 5) and
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J. M. Barrie, who created the magical character of Peter Pan. Carol Ann Duffy’s poems
are widely read in schools, and she is the first Scot to be appointed as Poet Laureate by
the Queen.

Beware of the Monster!
The valleys between the mountains in Scotland are called glens. These glens contain
large lakes, called lochs, some of which are open to the sea, and therefore have salt water,
and some of which are filled by rainfall, which is fresh water. Saltwater lochs and
freshwater lochs have different wildlife, but rumour has it that there is a very strange
creature indeed in one particular loch – Nessie, the Loch Ness Monster! Some people have
photographed and filmed a mysterious long thin object rising above the surface of the
loch, and there is a legend that a dinosaur surviving from prehistoric times is living at the
bottom of the lake. It may be just an old tree floating up from the bottom but they like to
think it is a monster. Do you think they could be right?
Now you have read about Scotland, can you answer these questions?

How are the Shetland Islands
different from where you live?
What was discovered in the
North Sea in the 1970s and why was
this important for Aberdeen?
What are the Highlands
and Lowlands?
Describe some of the
things you might see if
you visited Edinburgh.
What does population density
mean and why do you think it is
low in the Scottish Islands?
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Let’s Explore the North West

e counties of Lancashire
and Cumbria form the
North West of England.
West of the Pennines
and north of the River Dee,
the North West of England
has two big cities and
an outstanding area of
countryside. Liverpool and
Manchester are centres
of much of the area’s
employment and culture.
The Lake District has
England’s highest mountain,
deepest lakes and some of
its most beautiful views.

How the Lakes Were Made
The spectacular scenery of the Lake District was created by the movement of glaciers in
the ice age, hundreds of millions of years ago. When the ice age was coming to an end,
glaciers, which were enormous blocks of ice, began to melt slowly and to slide between
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mountains. The glaciers were so
large and heavy that they carved
out deep valleys with long, narrow
lakes in the bottom. Unlike liquid
water, glaciers cannot easily go
around corners. Where a river
might change course to go around
a protruding rock, a glacier may
eventually bulldoze through it.
Glaciers move so slowly that you
can’t see the movement, but all
that frozen water is heavy and can
push its way through anything!
The mountains there have sharp
ridges where two glaciers started
off in different directions, one
on each side. The largest lakes
are Ullswater, Windermere and
Derwentwater. Windermere is
England’s longest lake; Wastwater
is the deepest.

Can you see the way in which glaciers
have carved valleys in this landscape,
leaving a sharp peak?

In 1967 Donald Campbell tried
to break the water speed record
with his boat Bluebird on
Coniston Water. He was trying to
travel at 300 miles per hour, but
the boat crashed and he died.
The Lake District is very popular with people who enjoy going for long walks in
beautiful countryside. The highest mountain in England is Scafell Pike, which is 978
metres high.

Writers in the Lake District
For hundreds of years, people found the idea of wild nature quite frightening. They didn’t
want to explore the wilderness! That changed in the eighteenth century, at the beginning
of what was called the Romantic Movement. People started to think that scenes of
nature could inspire people who looked at them with noble thoughts and a love of beauty.
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They began to write about their thoughts and the feelings they had when they were
exploring this beautiful landscape. One of the most influential was the poet William
Wordsworth. He went to live in the Lake District and he wrote many poems which helped
people to appreciate the unique beauty of the place. One of his most famous poems is
called ‘Daffodils’, and it begins like this:
I wander’d lonely as a cloud
at floats on high o’er vales and hills,
When all at once I saw a crowd,
A host of golden daﬀodils,
Beside the lake, beneath the trees
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.
What do you imagine when you hear these words?
Other poets went to live in the Lake District so that they
could be inspired by its beauty, and they became known
as the Lake Poets.

You can visit Dove
Cottage in Grasmere
where the poet William
Wordsworth lived.

In 1810 Wordsworth published A Guide to the Lakes, encouraging people to visit the Lake
District and to preserve it. He described it as: ‘a sort of national property, in which every
man has a right and an interest who has an eye to perceive and a heart to enjoy’. Other people
agreed with him, and in 1951 the whole area was created e Lake District National Park.
is means that all development is very strictly controlled so that people in years to come
will be able to enjoy the beautiful landscape.
Many other writers have been inspired by the Lake District, especially those who worried
about the eﬀect that the Industrial Revolution was having on Britain. John Ruskin, who lived
in a house on the edge of Coniston Water,
encouraged people to appreciate the beauty of
nature and not to allow factories and railways
to cover the whole country. In the twentieth
century, Arthur Ransome wrote Swallows and
Amazons, about a group of children who have
adventures while sailing their boats on the
lakes. Beatrix Potter wrote about Peter Rabbit,
Jemima Puddleduck, Jeremy Fisher and other
animal characters while she lived at Hilltop
Beatrix Potter lived at Hilltop
Farm in Near Sawrey, which you can still visit.
Farm in the Lake District.
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How did Liverpool and Manchester become cities?
About 100 miles south of the Lake District are the cities of Liverpool and Manchester.
Both grew large and wealthy as a result of the Industrial Revolution. Manchester became
the centre of the cotton industry and was known as Cottonopolis. Liverpool stands at the
mouth of the River Mersey and had always been an important port, with ships sailing to
and from America, Ireland and Europe, but the volume of manufactured goods produced
in factories in the north of England during the Industrial Revolution made the port much
bigger and busier. By the early part of the nineteenth century, it is estimated that 40 per
cent of world trade went through Liverpool. On page 133 you can read about the railway
that was opened between Manchester and Liverpool in 1830.
Like other industrial cities, Liverpool and Manchester grew very quickly in the early
part of the nineteenth century, as thousands of people moved from the countryside into
the towns to work in factories. The conditions under which these people lived were often
very bad. Some factory owners began to think that their workers deserved something
better, and they built ‘model villages’. One of the most successful of these was Port
Sunlight, to the south-west of Liverpool. It was created by William Lever, who made his
fortune by manufacturing soap. He bought some
land in Cheshire, south of the River Mersey, and
moved his factory there from Warrington. He
built hundreds of pleasant houses with gardens
and open spaces, as well as community buildings
such as schools, a hospital, a theatre, swimming
pool and art gallery. The buildings were
designed in an old-fashioned style to remind
people of the days before the Industrial
Revolution, when employers and employees
These lovely houses were
were more friendly with each other. The new
built for people working in the
development was called Port Sunlight, after the
Lever Brothers soap factory.
company’s most successful soap.

Where did people go on holiday?
In the nineteenth century, factories and mills in Lancashire would close for one week in
the year in order for the machinery to be thoroughly cleaned. The workers got time off,
although they weren’t paid whilst the factories were shut. Many people decided to use this
time off to go on holiday. The building of the railways allowed them to travel easily to
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different places for their holidays, and
many people enjoyed going to the seaside. Don’t forget, people at that time
could not jump on an aeroplane and fly
off on holiday. People who lived in the
North West were able to travel to
Southport, which has flat sandy beaches,
or to Morecambe, with its famous bay full
of shellfish, especially shrimps. However,
the most famous seaside town of all is
Blackpool, which grew in the nineteenth
century from being a small resort where
The Blackpool Illuminations
wealthy people went to bathe to being the
contain so many bulbs they turn
biggest seaside resort in the country,
the seafront into ‘The Golden Mile’.
accommodating thousands of factory
workers on their holidays every year. It had a promenade, which is a walkway along the
seafront, three piers reaching out into the sea, a ballroom, a funfair, a circus and the biggest
opera house outside London. In 1879 Blackpool became the first town in the world to
have electric street lighting, and this led to the famous Blackpool illuminations: a series
of huge, illuminated displays along seven miles of seafront. People would visit Blackpool
for the beach in the summer, but also to see the lights when the weather was colder. A
tramway was built all along the seafront to let people see the lights. You can still ride on
it today: it is the oldest surviving tramway in the country.
Blackpool has seen many changes in the last 50 years as people started to go abroad for
their holidays. Manchester and Liverpool have changed over time too. Heavy industry,
which means work in places like mines, factories and shipyards, has been in decline ever
since the last part of the twentieth century. As factories and mines have closed, people
have had to find work in areas such as health care, education, communications, tourism,
technology, banking and insurance. These are known as light industry.
Entertainment and the arts are important in both cities. In the 1960s a famous band called
the Beatles were performing at the Cavern Club in Liverpool. At the time, most pop music
came from America, but the Beatles became the most successful group in the world, and
paved the way for more British singers and groups. Because so many of them came from
Liverpool, this musical revolution was known as the Mersey Sound, aer the River Mersey.
e Tate Gallery in London opened another gallery, the Tate Liverpool, in the restored Albert
Dock in 1998 to display works of art from its collection. In 2008, Liverpool was the European
Capital of Culture. Tourism is now one of the most important industries in the city.
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The Albert Dock in Liverpool was
named after Prince Albert, the
husband of Queen Victoria, who
opened it in 1846. For many years
it received precious cargoes of silks,
cotton, tea, tobacco and sugar from
countries as far apart as America and
China. Now you can see paintings
hanging in the Tate Gallery there.
The people of Manchester, who are called Mancunians, have also had to change the
sort of work they do as heavy industry has declined. Manchester is a busy modern city
where people work in engineering, scientific research, education and communications.
The BBC has moved a lot of its staff and programmes to a site on the Manchester Ship
Canal in Salford called MediaCityUK. Manchester United is one of the most famous
football teams supported by people from around the world.
Use your knowledge of the North West of England to answer these questions:

Which counties form the
North West of England?

Which area of the North
West has England’s
highest mountain?

What are glaciers and how
have they shaped the landscape
in the Lake District?
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Why did the cities of Liverpool
and Manchester grow in the early
part of the nineteenth century?

What is Port Sunlight
and why was it built?

Where did factory workers
go while the factories
shut once every year?
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Let’s Explore the North East
The counties of Northumberland and Durham form the
North East of England.
Have you ever thought that the map of Britain looks a
bit like a person sitting down? If we use our imaginations,
we can see that there is a range of hills called the Pennines
that is in the position the spine would be in, if Britain
were a person. For that reason, the Pennines are called
‘the backbone of England’. From the Peak District in the
Midlands, almost to the Scottish border, the Pennines
divide the North West from the North East and Yorkshire.
On the East side, several fast-flowing rivers run towards
the North Sea. Can you see them on our map?
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The Scenery of the
North East
The landscape of the Pennines is so
beautiful that the northern part of it has
been designated an Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty. It is home to many
animals and birds like owls, grouse, red
squirrels and otters, as well as rare plants
and England’s biggest waterfall, called
High Force. The area is very popular with
walkers, who can walk along a track
called the Pennine Way for 268 miles, if
they have the energy!
More beautiful scenery can be found in the Kielder Water and Forest Park, near the
border with Scotland. The forest is the largest in England and is an excellent wildlife
habitat, home to red squirrels and nesting ospreys. Because Kielder Park is in a part of
the country that is not near to any towns or cities, the sky at night is really dark – in fact,
it is darker than the night sky anywhere else in England. For that reason, it is perfect for
star-gazing. On winter nights you can study ‘deep sky’ objects such as galaxies, while in
summer you can view the beautiful Milky Way, passing comets and shooting stars. There
is an observatory where astronomers use powerful telescopes to study the stars and planets.
You can look through them too, if you visit at certain times.
Do you remember learning about the Roman invasion of Britain in Year 2? The first
attempt to conquer Britain in 55 BC was a failure, but the Romans came back in 43 AD and
were more successful. The southern and eastern parts of England quickly became parts of
the Roman Empire. The Romans travelled further, conquering Wales and northern
England. However, when they came to the part of the British Isles that we now call
Scotland, and which was then known as Caledonia, they had a struggle on their hands.
Caledonia was inhabited by tribes of Picts, who were very fierce and did not want the
Romans to rule them. Eventually, the Romans decided that it was too much trouble to
hold on to this part of their Empire, so the Emperor Hadrian ordered a wall to be built
right across the country, stretching for 80 miles from one end to the other.
It was an amazing achievement, stretching across hills and valleys and crossing rivers.
All along the wall were forts and towers, where soldiers would guard the frontier. You can
still see the remains of this amazing wall today. It is the greatest Roman monument in
Britain. Can you spot Hadrian’s Wall on the map on page 93?
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These are the remains of a fort on
Hadrian’s Wall at Housesteads
Today the border between Scotland and England is further to the north, with its eastern
end meeting the River Tweed. Berwick-upon-Tweed is England’s most northerly town
but it has changed between being in England and Scotland several times. After it finally
became English in 1482, they built a set of protective walls around it.

Lindisfarne and the Islands

A page from the Lindisfarne
gospels.

A short distance to the south of Berwickupon-Tweed, there is a causeway to the
island of Lindisfarne, which is also known as
Holy Island. A causeway is a raised road over
wet ground that often, as here, gets covered
by the sea at high tide, so you can only get to
Lindisfarne when the tide is out. St Aidan,
who brought Christianity to Northumbria,
built a monastery on Lindisfarne in 635 AD
and lived there between visits to the
surrounding area. St Aidan and his monks
set up the first school in the area and
taught reading and writing so that people
would be able to read the Bible and other
holy books, then write beautiful copies of
them. These books are called illuminated
manuscripts because they were written by
hand and then illuminated, or illustrated,
with beautiful pictures and designs. The most
famous illuminated manuscript produced at
Lindisfarne is the copy of the gospels. It is
now in the British Library.
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Beyond Lindisfarne are some even smaller islands which are inhabited by no one except
thousands of grey seals, rabbits, puffins and other birds. People who visit the islands by
boat are warned to wear hats as some of the birds, like the arctic terns, will attack anyone
who comes too near their nests.

The Towns of the North East
Most of the large towns and cities in the North East are on the coast or near it. For a long
time, there were two heavy industries that employed most of the working people in the area:
coal mining and ship-building. e rich seams of coal in the North East became important
in the Industrial Revolution. So much coal was mined there that, by the beginning of the
twentieth century, a quarter of all Britain’s coal came from the North East. ‘Taking coals to
Newcastle’ became a saying that meant oﬀering people something they already had. e area
was also a centre for ship-building, with big shipyards like Swan Hunter on Tyneside
employing thousands of men. Sunderland, on the River Wear, was described as ‘the largest
ship-building town in the world’, with over a third of the town’s workforce busy in the
shipyards. ese shipyards produced both ocean liners to carry travellers in luxury and
warships to defend the nation. e shipyards were very busy during both the first and the
second world wars, but aer that there was not enough work for everyone. Many men were
told they no longer had jobs. Most of the shipyards and coalmines have now closed.
Many people now work in light industries such as retail (which means working in shops),
oﬃce work, health, education and working for the government. In 1986 the Japanese car
manufacturer Nissan opened a factory in Sunderland which has been very successful.
Newcastle has a monument to Charles, the second Earl Grey, who was Prime Minister
when the Great Reform Act of 1832 was passed, giving more people the right to vote. You
can read more about the Act on page 144.
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Above: This painting by William Bell Scott is called: In the nineteenth
century the Northumbrians show the world what can be done
with iron and coal. It shows engineering, railways and coal (in
the barge on the river), the main industries of the North East.


Bottom left: The Ark Royal, for 30 years the flagship of the Royal Navy,
was built at the Swan Hunter shipyard on the River Tyne. This photograph
shows it being launched



Bottom right: Grey’s Monument in Newcastle
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ere are modern landmarks too. e most
famous of the bridges that link Newcastle and
Gateshead on opposite sides of the river are
the Tyne Bridge and the Millennium Bridge.
e Millennium Bridge, which is smaller, lis
to allow ships underneath. Newcastle is a
centre for arts and education, with theatres,
concert halls, museums and galleries. Every
year, thousands of runners take part in the
Great North Run between Newcastle and
South Shields.

The Angel of the North

The Millennium Bridge

People arriving in the North East by the main
road, the A1, see the Angel of the North, a giant
winged statue designed by the sculptor Antony
Gormley that has come to symbolise the North
East. The wings of the Angel are curved slightly
forwards to welcome people to the area. Antony
Gormley has said that one of the things he wants
his statue to make people think about is the change
from an industrial age to an information age.

Now use your knowledge of the North East to answer these questions:

What is the Angel of the North?
Why are the Pennines known
as the backbone of England?
What were the two main
industries in the North East during
the industrial revolution?
How and when can you
travel to the island of Lindisfarne
from the mainland?
What main industries do people
in the region work in now?
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American History
The United States of America
Think about the word ‘united’. What do you think it means? You may have heard it before;
some football teams have the word ‘united’ in their name. United means ‘joined together’.
North America has many states within it. A state is similar to a country; some of the states
in America are bigger than the UK. If we put these two words together, we get United
States. Now we can see that the United States of America is made up of many different
states that have joined together to create one nation.
You can see from the map below that there are 48 states in North America. Alaska and
Hawaii are also part of the United States, so there are 50 states in the USA altogether. The
states you can see on the map have not always been united in the way they are today. The
history of the United States is complex; battles and wars have been fought over land and
power. Let’s find out more about the history of the United States of America.
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American Expansion
In 1776, the thirteen British colonies in North
America decided to break away from British
rule and they formed the United States of America.
At first, this new nation was made up only of
these thirteen states running down America’s
Atlantic coastline.

We learnt about
the American War of
Independence in Year 5.

During the years that followed, the United States of America rapidly took on new lands.
We call this expansion. In 1803, the country doubled in size when President Thomas
Jefferson bought a large area of land from France’s leader Napoleon Bonaparte for $15
million in a deal named the Louisiana Purchase. Explorers began to venture into these
new lands, recording what they discovered and making their way to the Pacific Ocean.
People built towns and cities in this new land.

The Louisiana Purchase doubled the size of the USA.
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The Lewis and Clark Expedition
President Jefferson wanted to learn all
he could about the new, unexplored
lands to the West so, in 1804, the year
after the Louisiana Purchase, he sent
an expedition to explore and map the
land west of the Mississippi River.
From 1804 to 1806, a group of
explorers led by two men, Meriwether
Lewis and William Clark, walked and
canoed all the way to the Pacific
Ocean and then back to Virginia.
Meriwether Lewis and
Lewis and Clark made maps and
William Clark were assisted
wrote down their observations
in their expedition by
concerning weather patterns, rocks,
soil types, plants and animals. They
Native American guides.
found the bones of a fifteen-metrelong dinosaur, and they recorded 200 new species of plants.

In Year 3 we sang
‘Clementine’,
a song about ‘a
miner, forty-niner,
and his daughter
Clementine’.

Many people arrived in California in 1849 to mine gold, and they were called
the ’forty-niners’. However, they did not all become rich, as they had hoped.
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America kept on growing, or expanding. In 1845, the Republic of Texas became the
twenty-eighth state. e following year, President Polk persuaded the British to hand over
their land in the Pacific Northwest (now the states of Washington, Oregon and Idaho).
America wanted to control the whole of the Pacific coastline, and in 1846 war broke out
with Mexico. America won the Mexican War and controlled land covering what are now
the states of California, Nevada and Utah. is was very good timing, as in 1848 gold was
discovered in California. Tens of thousands of Americans moved west to make their fortune.
People rushed to California to dig for gold, so this time became known as the Gold Rush.
For all of those people travelling west, the
journey was expensive and dangerous. eir
belongings would be loaded into canvascovered wagons called prairie schooners and
pulled for up to 2,000 miles by oxen and
horses. e trip could last for six months,
through rain, hailstorms and attacks from
Native American tribes. Many pioneers, which
is the name given to people exploring the west,
died before making it to their destination.

Pioneers travelled in covered
wagons like this one.

The pioneers wanted to explore and rule over all of the land stretching from the Atlantic
to the Pacific Ocean. However, this land was not uninhabited, as Native American tribes
had lived there for thousands of years. At first, relations between the Native Americans
and white settlers were friendly. However, Native Americans soon grew unhappy.
European settlers killed off the buffalo herds on which they depended and brought diseases
such as cholera, smallpox and measles that wiped out entire tribes. The American
government and the Native Americans signed agreements called treaties stating who had
the right to live in certain places. These treaties were often broken and this caused a series
of wars between the American settlers and the Native Americans, which would end
forever the Native American way of life.

Causes of the American Civil War
Do you remember studying the British slave
trade? In 1833, slavery was abolished, or
ended, throughout the entire British Empire.
In the United States of America, things took a
bit longer. e government of each individual
state could decide whether or not to allow
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about British abolitionists
like William Wilberforce
and Thomas Clarkson.

History and Geography

slavery. In the North, people made their living as small farmers, shopkeepers, crasmen,
merchants or factory workers. e economy of the North was becoming industrial, which
meant more machines were used and slaves were no longer needed. However, the states in
the South relied on slaves to work on their large farms (oen harvesting cotton). Most of
the northern states abolished slavery. e states in the South did not.
To abolish means to stop something, or ban it.
e abolition movement was a campaign to stop
slavery. One of the most important campaigners
of the northern abolition movement was a
journalist named William Lloyd Garrison. He
published a newspaper called e Liberator.
Another important abolitionist was Frederick
Douglass. Douglass was born into slavery on a
plantation in Maryland around 1818. As a young
man he was sent to work in the home of Hugh
Auld in Baltimore. Auld’s wife Sophia ignored a
ban on teaching slaves to read and write, and she
gave Douglass the education that would allow
him to become famous in later life. In 1838,
Douglass escaped from his slave master and
travelled to the free state of New York.

Frederick Douglass

Douglass talked to people and wrote articles about slavery. In 1845, he wrote his
autobiography, which became a bestseller in the United States. He spent two years living in
Britain where money was raised to buy his freedom. Douglass returned to America a free
man and launched e North Star, a newspaper dedicated to ending slavery in the South.

Uncle Tom saved the life of Little Eva,
but later in the story he is treated
very cruelly and dies.

Abolitionists like Garrison and
Douglass persuaded some people, but
nobody stirred up opposition to slavery
more than Harriet Beecher Stowe.
In 1852, Stowe published a novel called
Uncle Tom’s Cabin. e novel tells
the story of Uncle Tom, a kind and
religious slave who saves the life of a
white girl but later is sold to a cruel
master. When Tom refuses to tell where
two escaped slaves are hiding, the
master whips him until he dies.
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Over 300,000 copies of Uncle Tom’s Cabin sold in one year, an amazing number for that time.
Some Northerners felt so outraged they wanted to force the South to end slavery.
Slaves on southern plantations also did what they could to oppose slavery. Some ran
away. Others deliberately broke tools. Some tried to fight back. Some even tried to kill
themselves. Many slaves suffered quietly. Most slaves became Christians and some made
a new kind of music, songs called spirituals. These songs brought together African music
and the Christian religion and were
often based on stories in the Bible
You can learn more
about how the people of Israel were
about spirituals on page 199.
delivered from slavery in Egypt.
In 1858, a man named Abraham Lincoln ran for election to the Senate (the American
version of Parliament). He was an intelligent and upright man, nicknamed Honest Abe.
During his campaign, he gave an important speech against slavery, in which he stated: ‘A
house divided against itself cannot stand. I believe this government cannot endure,
permanently half slave and half free.’ Lincoln lost the election, but he gained national
attention for speaking out against slavery.
One of the most important things about American politics is that states make their own
decisions and the President in Washington has only limited power over them. Southern
states claimed that, as the American Constitution did not forbid slavery, each state had
the right to decide whether to allow it or not. They threatened to leave the union and
become an independent country if any president tried to outlaw slavery.

The War
In 1860, Abraham Lincoln was elected President. In December 1860, South Carolina left
the United States. By February 1861, six other southern states had left too, and these states
joined together to form their own country named the Confederate States of America, or
the Confederacy. ese states demanded that US soldiers leave the South. Lincoln did the
opposite, and sent supply ships to reinforce a fort in South Carolina named Fort Sumter.
When the Southerners heard this, they began shelling Fort Sumter. On 12 April 1861, the
Civil War began.
More of the Southern states le the United States and joined the Confederacy. is new
group of states chose their own president, had their own flag and built up their own army.
e commander of the Confederate army was General Robert E. Lee. He was a hero of
the Mexican War, and had served the United States army for more than thirty years.
He was asked to command the Union forces, but, being from the South, he decided to
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command the Confederate army instead.
Lee was a good leader and the
Confederates won most of the major
battles from 1861 to the summer of 1863.
Ulysses S. Grant had fought in the
Mexican War, but then left the army to
work in his father’s leather shop in
Illinois. He entered the war as a colonel
on the Unionist side. He was soon
promoted to general and, in 1864,
Lincoln placed Grant in charge of the
entire Union army. Grant was not as
experienced as Lee, but he soon became
his match on the battlefield.

This statue of Abraham Lincoln
is in the Lincoln Memorial
in Washington D.C.

The Confederates attacked the Union
stronghold of Fort Sumter.

Lincoln wanted slavery to end, but first
he wanted to hold the nation together. He
was careful how he expressed opposition
to slavery because some states fighting for
the Union – the border states of
Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky and
Missouri – allowed slavery. Lincoln was
concerned that if he took too strong a
stand against slavery, the border states
would join the Confederacy.
However, Lincoln was under enormous
pressure from his supporters to take a
firmer stand against slavery. In 1862, the
Union won their first major battle at
Antietam in Maryland. Lincoln saw this as
the ideal opportunity to make an important
speech about freedom. e Emancipation
Proclamation announced that all slaves
in areas under Confederate control were
free, beginning 1 January 1863. Of course,

Learn how to write a persuasive speech on page 59.
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Lincoln could not force Southerners to free their slaves, but news of the Emancipation
Proclamation brought hope and joy to African-Americans.
At first, neither the Union nor the Confederacy allowed black people to be soldiers.
Prejudice still led many to believe that black people were not clever or brave enough to be
good soldiers. However, as the Union army needed more soldiers, in 1862 the law was
changed to allow African-Americans to fight in the army, and they rushed to volunteer
to fight against the Confederacy.

Gettysburg
By the summer of 1863, the Union
was attacking the Confederacy from
all sides. They were closing in on the
South, so General Lee made a last
attempt to fight back. He led 75,000
soldiers into Pennsylvania and, on 1
July 1863, the two armies met just
outside a place called Gettysburg.
There were 90,000 Union troops there
and for two days Lee attacked again
and again. The Union troops had the
The Battle of Gettysburg
advantage of being on hilltops, and
each time the Confederates charged,
cannonballs and bullets rained down on them. On 4 July 1863, Lee began his long retreat
back to Virginia. Each side had suffered over 20,000 casualties.
On 19 November, Lincoln delivered a speech at Gettysburg to honour the fallen soldiers.
It only took two minutes, but is remembered as one of the greatest speeches in American
history. It began: ‘Fourscore and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth upon this
continent a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men
are created equal.’ This was an important reminder that the United States had been
founded on principles of freedom.

Surrender
By 1864, Union troops controlled part of every Confederate state and they were very close
to winning the war. Jefferson Davis and the Confederate Government fled their capital of
Richmond, burning down much of the city as they left. On 3 April 1865, Union troops
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General Robert E. Lee (sitting on the left in the centre) surrenders
to General Ulysses S. Grant (sitting on the right in the centre)
at Appomattox Court House, ending the American Civil War.
led by black soldiers marched into the city, where crowds of cheering African-Americans,
many of them slaves, greeted them.
Lee and his weary soldiers retreated to a small town called Appomattox, where they
were surrounded by Union troops. General Grant allowed Lee’s soldiers to surrender and
return to their homes. As General Lee rode away, Grant removed his hat to show his
respect for Lee. Union soldiers started to celebrate, but Grant ordered them to be quiet.
Grant did not want the Southern soldiers to feel even worse. ‘The war is over,’ Grant said.
‘The rebels are our countrymen again.’
Northerners were very happy when they heard the news of General Lee’s surrender,
but the celebrations would soon end. Only five days after Lee surrendered, President
Lincoln and his wife attended a play at Ford’s Theatre in Washington, not far from the
White House. As Lincoln watched the play, an actor named John Wilkes Booth, who
supported the Confederate army, crept up behind the President and shot him. The Civil
War had ended, but so had the life of President Abraham Lincoln.
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American Geography
How Big is the United States of America?
Have you travelled by car, train or bus to different cities in the UK? Did it take several
hours to get there? Britain is about 600 miles long, from the north of Scotland to the south
of England, and 300 miles wide. The United States of America is about 1,500 miles from
top to bottom, and 2,600 miles from the east side to the west side. It is about 38 times
larger than the UK, so if you thought it took a long time to travel across the UK, it would
take a lot longer to travel across the United States of America!

What is New England?
In Years 4 and 5, we learnt about early English settlers who set up colonies in North
America. One of the first groups of settlers was called the Pilgrims, who set up a colony
in Massachusetts in 1620. Massachusetts is now one of the five states in the region called
New England, named after the country the settlers had come from.

The Pilgrims arrived in Massachusetts
in search of religious freedom.

Boston is the largest city in New
England, and it is a key city in the
history of the American War of
Independence. Do you remember
learning in Year 5 about Paul Revere?
He rode his horse crying ‘the Redcoats
are coming!’ during the beginning of
the War of Independence to warn his
fellow Americans about the British
soldiers. Paul Revere was from Boston,
which is one of the most historic cities
in North America, with cobblestone
streets and many old buildings.

In Years 4 and 5 we learnt about the universities of Oxford and Cambridge in the UK.
The important American university, Harvard, was modelled on them and is also one of
the most prestigious (meaning it has a high status) in the world. This university was named
after John Harvard, who had gone to Cambridge University before moving to the United
States, and is located in the American town that is called Cambridge. Cambridge lies on
one side of the Charles River, opposite Boston. Cambridge is also home to another
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important university: the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (called MIT), which is
known for being one of the best in the world for its research and teaching about science
and technology.
North of Boston and the state of
Massachusetts, you can reach the states
of Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont.
Many people in New England go skiing in
these states because they are cold in the
winter. Vermont produces lots of maple
syrup from its maple trees and Maine, on
the coast, is known for its delicious
lobster. Many people enjoy hiking in the
forests of these states, as well as in the
White Mountains of New Hampshire
which is home to the largest mountain in
the region: Mount Washington, named
aer George Washington, the first
American president. In the autumn, the
White Mountains and much of New
England are covered with colourful
orange, yellow and red trees that are about
to lose their leaves. Americans call
autumn ‘the fall’, because it is when the
leaves fall from deciduous trees.

The Charles River

We found out about the difference between
deciduous and evergreen trees in Year 1.

The Mid-Atlantic
New York City is famous for its tall buildings which are called skyscrapers. In the late
1800s and early 1900s, many immigrants from Europe travelled by boat to the United
States to begin their new lives. Ellis Island in New York Harbour was the largest port where
these immigrants would have to pass inspection before being allowed to enter the country.
Because of the high number of immigrants who came to live in the United States, the
country is sometimes called a ‘melting pot’ of people from all over the world. The Statue
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The Statue of Liberty

of Liberty in New York Harbour is one of the
icons of the United States of America, and
each of those immigrants coming to Ellis
Island would have seen it. The statue was a
gift from the people of France, who admired
the way in which the USA had become ‘the
land of the free’. They felt that America was
the kind of free nation they had tried to
create during the French Revolution (which
we read about in Year 5).

The Guggenheim Museum in New York was designed by the American
architect Frank Lloyd Wright. Compare its architecture to that of the
Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, which we saw in Year 3.
People from all over the world come to visit, live and work in New York City. There
are famous museums, such as the Metropolitan Museum of Art (called the Met), the
Museum of Modern Art (called MOMA [MOH-ma]) and the Guggenheim Museum. The
city is also known for its ‘Broadway shows’ that take place at forty different theatres in
New York City’s Theatre District, near the famous street called Broadway. Apart from
theatre shows, you can also see musical performances at Carnegie Hall, which is a large
concert hall in Manhattan near Central Park.
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New Jersey and Pennsylvania are other
states in the mid-Atlantic region. New Jersey
In Year 4 we learnt how
is known for its seaside, the ‘Jersey shore’.
Alexander Graham Bell
In Pennsylvania, the city of Philadelphia
demonstrated his new
invention, the telephone,
played an important part in American
in Philadelphia in 1876.
history because it is where the Declaration
of Independence was signed. Pennsylvania is
known for its factories: cities like Pittsburgh are large manufacturing centres.

The South
Many battles of the American Civil
War were fought in the South Atlantic
states, especially those along the border
between the Union (the North) and
the Confederacy (the South). Delaware,
Maryland, Virginia and West Virginia are
South Atlantic States. Washington D.C.
(or Washington, District of Colombia) is
the capital of the United States of America.
It is a district, not a state, and it was built
as the capital since it was roughly halfway
between the North and the South, and it The Capitol building in Washington D.C.
was near the Atlantic Ocean. e president
of the USA lives in the White House in Washington.
The Appalachian Mountains run all the way
from Maine in the North to Georgia in the South.
This mountain range goes through fourteen states.
Each year, many people try to hike the entire
Appalachian Trail, which is a hike that covers over
2,000 miles and takes about six months! Most
people start in the south in Georgia in early spring
and then hike north, through sections of the
Appalachian Mountains called the Great Smoky
Mountains and the Blue Ridge Mountains in
Georgia, North Carolina and Virginia. Hikers
travel along the ridges of the mountains that
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overlook valleys where some people live. As
We learnt about the
they go farther north, they enter into deep
Appalachian Mountains
forests in southern New England and then
in Year 5.
reach the steep and rocky peaks of the White
Mountains in New Hampshire. Hikers must
try to reach the end of the trail in Maine before the winter weather sets in.
Florida is the southernmost state in the
South Atlantic region. Florida is a peninsula
that juts out and separates the Atlantic Ocean
and the Gulf of Mexico. Can you find it on
the map on page 109? This state is known for
its beaches and warm climate. In the
Everglades National Park, you can find
interesting animals such as alligators,
crocodiles and manatees.
An alligator
Some southern states, referred to as the ‘Deep South’, were the main Confederate states
during the Civil War. The states of Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi and South
Carolina (along with parts of Florida and Texas) are sometimes called the ‘Deep South’
because they are the most southern. During the days of early American history they were
sometimes called the ‘cotton states’ because their plantations produced large amounts of
cotton, mainly through the work of slaves before the Civil War. Cotton grew well in the
Deep South because of the temperate winter climate and the hot summer weather.
Other states in the South include Kentucky, Tennessee and Oklahoma. They are inland
states in the centre of the United States of America. Kentucky is known as the ‘Bluegrass
State’ because of the bluegrass that grows in its fertile soil. It is also known for its
horseracing, including the Kentucky Derby horserace. Famous American musicians Elvis
Presley and Johnny Cash lived in the city of Memphis, and the state of Tennessee has
played an important role in the development of many forms of American popular music,
including rock and roll, blues and country music.
Texas is an extremely large state: the
whole of the United Kingdom could easily
fit inside it! The neighbouring state of
Oklahoma is known for its extreme weather,
including very cold winters, extremely hot
summers and tornadoes.

We learnt about
the power of tornadoes
in Year 5.
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The Mid-West
North of Texas and Oklahoma
are many other states that are
part of the Great Plains,
including Kansas, Nebraska,
Montana, South Dakota,
North Dakota, other American
states and even three Canadian
provinces. The Great Plains
contain land that is prairie and
grassland. A prairie [PRAREree] is an ecosystem with
grasslands and shrublands
where, rather than trees, many
types of grasses and shrubs
grow well in the temperate
climate. On average, the
grasses that grow in the Great
Plains are about two metres
high – which is taller than you!
This is a very fertile region of
the United States that is
known for its agriculture
because the area produces lots
of corn and wheat, and
farmers also raise cattle and
other animals.

The Great Plains cover a large area
of the United States of America.

The Great Plains lie
between the Rocky Mountains of the West (which we’ll read about in the next section)
and the Mississippi River. The Mississippi is the main river of the largest drainage basin
in North America. Starting in Minnesota, the Mississippi River grows bigger and bigger
with many tributaries joining it as it flows south to its delta at the city of New Orleans
in Louisiana.
To the east of the Mississippi River are the other Mid-Western states of Wisconsin,
Michigan, Illinois, Indiana and Ohio. Each of these states, together with the state of
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New York and the Canadian province of Ontario, borders the Great Lakes. These are five
extremely large lakes that are close to each other. On the small strip of land that separates
Lake Ontario and Lake Erie, you can see a massive waterfall called Niagara Falls. On one
side of the falls is New York state, and Canada is on the other side. The large American
city of Chicago (‘the windy city’) lies on the shores of Lake Michigan. Lake Huron and
Lake Superior are two of the northern lakes that also border Canada.

Niagara Falls

Which Mountains Can You Find in the West?
In Year 5, we started learning about the Rocky Mountains, which cover many states in
the American West. ‘The Rockies’ stretch for over 3,000 miles from the state of New
Mexico, through parts of Colorado, Wyoming and Montana in the United States and then
into Canada. When the Lewis and Clark expedition travelled west, the Rockies presented
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them with a challenge since it was very
difficult for the explorers to cross over
this rugged and steep mountain range.
Nowadays, much of the Rocky Mountains
is protected as National Parks which are
popular tourist destinations where people
come to enjoy hiking, camping and
mountaineering.
Yellowstone is home to the largest
collection of geysers in the world
including the famous ‘Old Faithful’
geyser. Yellowstone was America’s first
National Park, and it was created to
preserve these geysers and the ecosystem
existing here. In Year 4 we learnt how
living things depend on each other and
how, when one creature dies out, an
entire web of living things is affected.
Yellowstone National Park has protected
an ecosystem that includes forests,
meadows, lakes and valleys. Many
animals live in this ecosystem, including
grizzly bears, wolves, bison, elk and
even swans.

In Year 5 we learnt that
the Rockies are taller
and ‘younger’ than the
Appalachian Mountains.

Geysers form in areas with
lots of volcanic activity
under the Earth’s surface,
as we read in Year 5.

If you are lucky, you can spot bull elk
in Yellowstone National Park.
Further north, in the western part
of Montana on the border with
Canada, there is another large,
protected natural area called Glacier
National Park. As you would expect,
there are glaciers here, and the park
is home to grizzly bears, moose and
mountain goats, as well as rare or
endangered species such as the
wolverine and Canadian lynx.

This geyser in Yellowstone National Park erupts so regularly that it is known
as ‘Old Faithful’.
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Which States Have Coastlines on the Pacific Ocean?
The states of Washington, Oregon and California are the three states that are on the Pacific
Coast. The largest city in Washington is Seattle. South of Seattle are the large volcanoes
of Mount Rainier and Mount St Helens. In Year 5 we learnt how Mount St Helens erupted
and blew its top off in 1980, which devastated the area.
South of Washington and Oregon is the state of California. The Californian city of San
Francisco is known for its beautiful Golden Gate Bridge. Los Angeles is home to
Hollywood where many popular films and TV programmes are produced. Surfers come
to the cities of Los Angeles and San Diego and also enjoy surfing all along California’s
long coastline, particularly in the southern half of the state where the air and water
temperatures are warmer.
California is the state with the largest
population. Alongside the well-known
tourism and entertainment industries,
California also has a strong technology
industry with computers, tablets, phones and
other devices being developed in Silicon
Valley and elsewhere. In addition,
California’s warm climate and fertile soil
make it ideal for agriculture. Many different
fruits and vegetables are grown here,
including strawberries, oranges, grapes,
lemons, broccoli and artichokes.

The Golden Gate Bridge
in San Francisco

Forty-eight of the American states,
including all of the ones you have learnt about
here, are located in the main landmass of the
United States of America, but there are also
two additional states that make up the fiy
states. e largest American state is Alaska. It
is also the northernmost state and can be
extremely cold, so few people live there. In
south-central Alaska and the interior of the
Alaska
state, there is a sub-arctic climate and short,
cool summers. In the extreme north of Alaska there is an arctic climate with long, very cold
winters and short, cool summers. If you look at the map of the Arctic Circle on page 68, you
can see that part of Alaska is within it, just like parts of Canada and Scandinavia.
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Temperatures are very cold in Alaska, but
you can find very warm temperatures and
In Year 5 we learnt
a tropical climate in the state of Hawaii.
about the South Pacific
This small state is very far away from
and how Hawaii is a set
other landmasses of the USA. In fact, if
of islands in Polynesia.
you were to row from San Francisco in
California to Hawaii, it would take you at
least a month! Many people enjoy going to Hawaii on a special tropical holiday, spending
time on its beaches, seeing its volcanoes and exploring the rainforests.

The Many Climates of North America
At the beginning of this section, we read about how large the United States of America is
compared with the UK. As you have seen, the US has many different regions and many
different climates. Even within one state there can be large variations in climate. New
England is usually very hot in summer (with temperatures up to about 30 degrees Celsius)
and very cold in winter, with lots of snow and ice. The further south you go, the warmer
it gets, and the Deep South is usually extremely hot throughout the summer.

Canada
Like the United States of America,
Canada is a very large country that
stretches from the Atlantic Ocean
to the Pacific. In fact, Canada is
even larger than the USA and is
the second largest country in the
world (after Russia) in terms of
its area.
Canada’s harsh climate makes
it difficult for people to live in
the northernmost areas of the
country. There are over one
million Aboriginal or native
peoples in Canada including the
First Nations tribe, the Inuit and
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These children are wearing traditional fur
clothing to keep them warm while they
prepare to ride on this dog-sledge.
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Many Inuit people use modern vehicles
and technologies, such as snowmobiles.

the Métis. They live in all parts of
Canada, but particularly in the
northern territories. Although
many people think of igloos and
traditional sledges when they think
of Canadian Aboriginal peoples,
nowadays many tribe members
live in modern houses and
use snowmobiles to help them
get through the long winters in
remote areas.

Most Canadians live in the South where the climate is warmer. Like Seattle in the United
States, the city of Vancouver in Canada is located on the West Coast and has a temperate,
oceanic climate with wet weather. Vancouver is the most densely populated city in Canada,
with the highest number of people for its area. It is also a diverse city with many people
from around the world coming to visit and live there.
Calgary has been called the world’s cleanest city and Canada’s most eco-friendly (or
‘green’) city. Calgary is located inland near the Rocky Mountains that extend from the
United States north into this area of Canada. Because of the mountainous area, the city
has a high elevation. The winters are long, cold and dry and the summers are short,
moderately warm ones. The city has many parks for people to enjoy, as well as a large
network of paths for walking and biking.
Toronto is Canada’s largest city, and it is located on the shores of Lake Ontario which
we read about on page 115. The city of Toronto is only about 200 years old, and this
somewhat new city has its streets laid out in a grid system to make it easier for people to
find their way around.
Canada’s government is a
parliamentary democracy which is
based on the government of the UK.
In the days of the British Empire,
Canada was a British colony. It is
now an independent country but it
is a member of the Commonwealth
of Nations and Queen Elizabeth II is
the Queen of Canada.
Parliament Hill in Ottawa is home to the Canadian Parliament buildings.
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Ottawa, in the eastern province of Ontario, is Canada’s capital city. It is home to the
Parliament of Canada and attracts many visitors each year. Ottawa is the fourth-largest
Canadian city and is located along the banks of the Ottawa River.
The maple leaf is the symbol of Canada
and is part of the Canadian flag. Can you see
it in the map on page 109?
To the East of Ottawa is the large city of
Montreal. Montreal, Ottawa and Toronto all
tend to have humid continental climates.
Therefore, winters are cold and snowy and
summers are pleasant and warm. From
November until about March, Montreal
usually receives over 200 centimetres of snow
each year. Can you measure that amount
with a tape measure to see how much it is?

The beaver is the national
animal of Canada.

Montreal and Quebec City are both in an area called Quebec. This province was
originally a French colony, and many families are French-Canadian. In Montreal, just
over half of residents speak French at home and, in Quebec City, roughly 95 per cent of
citizens learn French as their first language. Many people are bilingual (speaking two
languages) and speak both French and English. Quebec City is one of the oldest European
settlements in North America. It is a World Heritage Site, and many of its historic
buildings are protected.

Central and South America
South of the United States of America are Central and South America. While the British
and French colonised much of North America, the Spanish and Portuguese gained
colonies in Central and South America. Bordering the US to the south is the country of
Mexico. The country has many factories that produce manufactured goods, electronics
and cars. Many North American tourists, in particular, enjoy the beaches of Baja
California and Cancun in Mexico.
Mexican food is well-known around the world. In Mexico, food can be very different
in each region. Many people have tasted Mexican food such as tacos and burritos, which
can sometimes be spicy. Cocoa beans, from which chocolate is made, grow in Mexico.
Mole poblano [moll-LAY po-BLA-no] is a rich Mexican sauce made from cocoa powder
and peppers, as well as many other ingredients. It takes hours to make and is served over
other dishes such as enchiladas.
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Other countries in Central America include Guatemala, Honduras, Costa Rica, Panama
and others. Do you remember reading in Year 4 how the explorer Francis Drake travelled
up the western coast of the Americas, looking for a passage so that he could sail back to
England? He never found one because it didn’t exist, but four hundred years later a passage
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was created between the Atlantic and
the Pacific Oceans by digging a canal.
It was dug in Panama, because the
most obvious place to link the two
great oceans was across the narrowest
part of the isthmus – a narrow strip of
land – joining North with South
America. Although the French first
tried to build a canal in Panama and
failed, the United States of America
bought out the French and started to
build their canal in 1904. The canal
was very expensive to build and many
workers lost their lives while working
on this project. After ten years, in
1914, the Panama Canal successfully
opened. Roughly 14,000 ships pass
through the Panama Canal each year.
This saves them from having to sail all
the way around the southern tip of
South America.

Boats enter these locks to travel
through the Panama Canal between
the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

We read about Darwin’s
finches in Year 5.

ere are twelve independent countries on the continent of South America. Bordering
Panama is Colombia, south of which is Ecuador. Oﬀ the coast of Ecuador are the Galapagos
Islands, where Charles Darwin studied the diﬀerences between finches and tortoises to see
how they had evolved and adapted to life in the diﬀerent habitats of the islands. Galapagos
means tortoises, and the giant tortoises Darwin studied can still be seen there.
Brazil is the largest country in South America. Most people in Brazil speak Portuguese,
whereas in the rest of Central and South America most people speak Spanish.
The Amazon rainforest stretches across nine different countries in South America,
including Brazil, Peru, Chile and Ecuador. The Amazon rainforest has the largest number
of different species of animals and plants living there compared with any other tropical
rainforest in the world. You can find scarlet macaw birds, tree frogs, monkeys, jaguars
and electric eels. Because parts of the Amazon rainforest have suffered from deforestation,
or having many trees cut down, the ecosystem has been affected. People have become
aware of the problem and are working to protect the rainforest, as well as the many
different plants and animals that live there.
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The Amazon Rainforest
Do you remember how we learnt about
different mountain ranges in Year 5? The
Andes Mountains in South America are
extremely tall and they are the longest
mountain range in the world. There are
many different climates and ecosystems
within the Andes. The tropical Andes
includes tropical forests and cloud forests,
and it extends through Venezuela, Colombia,
Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Chile and Argentina.
In Chile and Argentina, there are other parts
of the Andes that are either very wet or very
dry. The tallest mountain in South America,
Mount Aconcagua, is in the Argentinian
Andes. It is also the tallest mountain in the
world outside of Asia, being 6,962 metres
above sea level.

The Andes
We learnt in Year 5 how
the Inca people built
Machu Picchu nestled
in the Andes in Peru.
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British History
Why Was Queen Victoria So Popular?
George III, George IV and William IV
Queen Victoria reigned for longer than any other British monarch so far. She is
remembered as having been a wise Queen and a good wife and mother during her 63-year
reign. This made her very different from some of the kings who came before her.
Last year, you learnt about George III, whose attitude towards the thirteen British
colonies in America led them to break away from the British Empire and form the United
States of America. As George grew older, he became better at sharing his power and was
popular among the British people. He was nicknamed ‘Farmer George’ because he loved
working on his farm near Windsor Castle. In 1810, George III was struck with a terrible
illness. His urine turned purple and he began to see things that weren’t there and to say
things that didn’t make sense. People at the time said he was insane, but it is now thought
that he was suffering from a disease called porphyria. None of his doctors knew what his
illness was or how to cure it, so the last ten years of his reign were spent at Windsor Castle,
playing an old harpsichord, which looks similar to a piano, and speaking gibberish.
During this period,
George III’s son, the
Prince of Wales, took
over as monarch. He was
the ‘Regent’, meaning
that he reigned on behalf
of the King, so the time
between 1810 and 1820 is
known as the ‘Regency’.
Nicknamed ‘Prinny’, the
Prince Regent was a
charming and goodlooking young man, but
later in life he became
Regent Street in London was named after the
overweight and unhealthy.
Prince Regent, later George IV.
He was not always sensible with money: he was extravagant and spent money without
thinking carefully about his decisions. He also wasted a lot of money through gambling.
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The Prince Regent wanted to make London the
most beautiful city in the world so he had much
of it rebuilt. He was responsible for the
development of Regent’s Park, Regent Street and
Buckingham Palace.
Despite this great project, most people still
thought Prinny was spoilt and greedy. He
became King George IV in 1820, and died in
1830. The Times wrote: ‘There never was an
individual less regretted by his fellow-creatures
than this deceased king.’
George IV did not have a son, so the crown
passed to his brother William IV. Nicknamed
‘The Sailor King’ due to his time spent in the
Royal Navy, William IV had never expected to
be king, and did not like it very much. During
This cartoon shows King
his coronation ceremony he snatched the crown
George IV as a voluptuary,
from a courtier, placed it on his head, and
which means someone who
declared, ‘the Coronation is over’. The Sailor
lives for pleasure.
King died in 1837 with no son or daughter who
could succeed him, so the crown passed to his niece, Victoria.

Queen Victoria: ‘I will be good’
One day, when she was eleven years old, Victoria was in her schoolroom studying history.
She looked at the Royal family tree and noticed that her uncles George and William had
no children who could inherit the crown, and for the first time in her life she realised that
she was likely to become Queen. The young Victoria started to cry. After she had
recovered, she declared: ‘I will be good’.
Most people agree that Victoria kept her promise. Her mother and her governess (a
lady who taught and looked after her), brought her up to be hard-working and well
behaved − nothing like her uncles. She was only eighteen years old and less than five feet
tall when she became Queen, but after her first council meeting her ministers said that
she acted ‘as if she had been doing it all her life’. She was intelligent and confident, and
she quickly became friends with the Prime Minister, Lord Melbourne. They had a great
friendship, and Melbourne helped her to understand how politics worked.
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Queen Victoria’s love of Scotland
In 1852 Queen Victoria and
Prince Albert bought a house
called Balmoral in the Scottish
Highlands and had it rebuilt in
a very romantic medieval style.
They enjoyed their life in the
Highlands and commissioned
artists to paint the beautiful
scenery and animals. One of
the most famous of these
paintings is of a stag, called
The Monarch of the Glen, by
Sir Edwin Landseer.
The Monarch of the Glen

Balmoral Castle

The Queen’s Piper

Queen Victoria loved to be reminded of her beautiful home in the
highlands. She often wore tartan and liked to hear the music of the
bagpipes. There has been a close connection between the royal family
and Scotland ever since. Even today, the present Queen takes her
family to Balmoral every year for a holiday, and, whether she is living
in Scotland or London, the Queen’s Piper plays the bagpipes under her
window every morning at nine o’clock.
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Queen Victoria married a German
prince, Albert of Saxe-CoburgGotha, in 1840. Prince Albert was
very important during Queen
Victoria’s reign, advising her and
helping her to make decisions.
ey were very happy together
and had nine children. When
Albert died in 1861, Victoria was
overcome by grief and it was
many years before she took up
her royal duties again. Queen
Victoria reigned for over sixty
Queen Victoria and her family in 1846
years and was very popular in the
later years of her reign. People name the entire period the ‘Victorian age’ because she seemed
to represent a time of great industrial expansion and the growth of a worldwide empire.

What Caused the Industrial Revolution?
For the whole of human history
up to 1760, people depended on
Industrial: To do with turning raw
human muscle, animal muscle
materials into other goods in factories.
and wind to make power. All
Revolution: The change of a system.
things that were transported on
land were moved by horse or by
foot, and all goods, like clothes
and furniture, were made by hand. However, the Industrial Revolution saw the invention
of engines and machines that would change the world forever. By using the power of fossil
fuels, like burning coal to create steam power, the Industrial Revolution started a period
of change in technology that we are still living through today. It all started in a few small
towns in the north of England.

Cotton
The first product to be made on a large scale by machines was cotton. Cotton grows
naturally in tropical regions and was imported from colonial plantations to Britain. Then
the fluffy raw cotton was spun into threads, and the threads were woven into textiles. This
was a time-consuming process done almost entirely by hand, until a series of inventions
led to a huge increase in British cotton production.
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The most important of these inventions came from a man
named Richard Arkwright. He was one of seven children whose
father was a poor tailor who could not afford to send him
to school. Arkwright was desperate to make his fortune.
In 1769, he invented the water frame, which produced very fine
thread and was powered by running water. In 1771 he built a
mill next to a river in Cromford, Derbyshire and filled it with
water frames.
The river flowing past
Cromford Mill powered its machines.
The Cromford Mill employed 1,000 workers. Many claim it was the world’s first-ever
factory. A factory is a place where large numbers of people come together with raw
materials and machinery to mass produce something – in this case, cotton thread.
Arkwright built more factories in Manchester and Scotland, each mass-producing cotton
thread and working twenty-four hours a day. He died the richest commoner in England.
(To describe Arkwright as a commoner means he was not a member of the aristocracy
who had inherited his wealth.)
Before the Industrial Revolution, it took one worker with a spinning wheel 500 hours
(can you work out how many days that is?) to spin 1 lb (about half a kilogram) of cotton.
In comparison, in a cotton factory, or ‘mill’, it took one worker three hours to spin 1 lb of
cotton. Cotton spinners in their cottages could not make as much cotton as the mills and
had to shut down their businesses.

The smoking chimneys of Cottonopolis

Arkwright built Manchester’s
first cotton mill in 1783. By 1830
there were 99 mills and
Manchester was the leading
producer of cotton in the world.
It was nicknamed ‘Cottonopolis’.
At first, the cotton threads still
had to be woven into textiles by
hand with a loom, but in 1830
the power loom was perfected.
By 1857 there were around
250,000 power looms in Britain,
and 1,650,000 British workers
had jobs in the textiles industry.
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Steam Engines
In the cotton mills of Manchester, the spinning
frames were powered by steam engines. This was
the second great invention of the Industrial
Revolution. These days, we are used to engines
driving our cars, power plants and factories.
However, in the 1760s the engine was a
completely new idea.
A steam engine uses boiling water and cylinders
to create movement. A man from Glasgow named
James Watt designed the first successful model. He
had his idea in 1763, but struggled to find anyone
with enough money to pay for his work until he
met a factory owner from Birmingham called
An early steam engine built by
Matthew Boulton. Together, Boulton and Watt
Watt and Boulton in 1786
designed and built their first engine in 1776.
For the first time in human history, coal could be
used to provide power – by heating the water which turned into steam. e first use for these
engines was to pump water out of mines, but they went on to find many other uses: spinning
cotton, grinding grain and powering transport.
Between 1775 and 1800, Boulton and Watt built around
450 steam engines at the Soho Manufactory in
Handsworth, Birmingham. It is hard to think of an
Why was the invention
invention that has had as great an effect upon the
of the steam engine so
world. Whilst showing a writer called James Boswell
important in Britain?
around the Soho Manufactory in Birmingham,
Boulton boasted: ‘I sell here, Sir, what all the world
desires to have – power.’

Iron and Coal
James Watt’s steam engines and Arkwright’s spinning frames had to be made from a
resilient metal that was easy to mould. They chose iron. Before the Industrial Revolution,
a new process for producing enormous amounts of high quality iron was developed by
Abraham Darby. He invented the blast furnace, where coke (made from coal) was used to
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This painting ‘Coalbrookdale by Night’ shows how the furnaces of the
ironworks in the coalmining town of Coalbrookdale lit up the night sky.
smelt iron. (Smelting is a process that produces iron from iron ore.) By 1815, Merthyr
Tydfil in Wales had the largest iron works in the world.
In order to feed the steam engines and blast furnaces of the Industrial Revolution,
Britain needed a lot of coal. Fortunately, Britain sits on some of the most abundant
coalfields in the world. In South Wales, Yorkshire, Northumberland, Durham,
Nottinghamshire and Scotland there were enormous supplies buried deep underground,
so large coalmines were constructed. In 1770, six million tons of British coal were extracted
from the ground. By 1830, this figure had risen to 30 million tons.

Canals
How do you think heavy goods like iron and coal were transported around the country?
It was not easy. Goods had to be loaded onto sturdy packhorses and taken across country.
This took time and energy, which made the goods expensive. To solve this problem,
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man-made rivers called canals were built. Canals
How did canals change
changed everything. A packhorse can only
how goods were transported
carry one-eighth of a ton of coal on its back.
across Britain?
However, if coal is loaded onto a floating canal
barge and pulled by a horse walking alongside it,
that horse can transport fifty tons of coal.
The Duke of Bridgewater, a rich landowner who
ran a Lancashire coalmine, built Britain’s first canal
in 1761 to transport his coal to Manchester. By
1815, there were 2,600 miles of canals in England,
and 500 miles in Scotland and Ireland. Canals had
to be flat, so how could barges travel up and down
hills? They had to enter locks, which allowed them
to move higher and lower by changing the level of
the water. Aqueducts were built to carry the water
over valleys, and tunnels were dug to allow it pass
through hillsides. Coal, bricks, stones, slate, iron,
grain and pottery could now be shipped all over the
country at very low cost. This greatly helped the
growth of British industry.

This horse is pulling a
barge along the canal,
just like the packhorses that
used to pull boats loaded
with iron and coal.

Trains
Canal technology was followed by an even greater
invention: the steam train. Inventors realised that if
James Watt’s steam engine could be placed on top
of a wagon and used to power its wheels, the wagon
could drive itself forward. Such a vehicle would be
called the ‘steam locomotive’ or ‘train’.
Early versions of the locomotive used a lot of coal
and oen broke down. However, people in Liverpool
and Manchester were keen to improve this new
technology. In 1829 they held a competition to see
who could design the best locomotive. It was won by
George Stephenson with his locomotive e Rocket.
You can read about George Stephenson and his son
Robert on the next page.
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at the Science Museum
in London.
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On 27 September 1825, the first ever railway for
passengers was opened between Stockton and
Darlington. The steam train was called Locomotion
No. 1 and was built by George Stephenson’s works.
It pulled 33 wagons containing coal, flour and 600
passengers and took two hours to travel 12 miles.
Because steam trains were still a new technology,
horses were still used to pull some wagons, but in
September 1830 a railway line was opened that was
entirely designed for trains: the Liverpool to
Manchester Railway. Stephenson’s locomotives
carried goods and 1,200 passengers a day between
the two cities. The whole world was astounded by
this new invention; people were travelling at a speed
faster than anyone had ever known.

The opening of the Liverpool
to Manchester Railway

How did the invention
Not everyone was happy about the birth of the
of the steam train
train, which was nicknamed the ‘Iron Horse’. People
change Britain?
thought the speed would cause their lungs to collapse
and the sound would cause cows’ milk to go bad. Despite
this, the railways spread across Britain. Between 1820 and 1860,
about 10,000 miles of railways were built, so people could travel between many major cities.
In 1821, it took 24 hours to travel from London to Birmingham by a horse drawn carriage;
in 1845 the same journey took just four hours by train. e Railway Age had begun.

George and Robert Stephenson
George Stephenson was born in 1781. His father worked in a colliery
(which means coalmine) looking after one of the engines. Young
George followed his father into colliery work, and aged 17 he was an
engineman himself. However, it was not until he was 18 that he began,
in his spare time, to learn to read and write. In 1811 he repaired the
pumping engine at High Pit, Killingworth. As a result the colliery
owners put him in charge of engines for the surrounding collieries of
Killingworth. At this time, mines were very dangerous places to work.
Miners carried lamps with candles, which they needed to be able to
see what they were doing, but when the flames came into contact with
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a gas that was known as ‘marsh gas’ (we call it methane) there were
explosions, causing many deaths. Stephenson set himself the task of
solving this problem. The flame of the candle could not burn unless it
was in contact with oxygen from the air, so it could not be enclosed.
Stephenson devised a ‘miner’s safety lamp’ in which air could only
reach the flame of the candle through small tubes. It worked! At about
the same time Sir Humphry Davy was working on the same problem
in London and came up with a similar solution. Sir Humphry Davy
was given the credit for the invention and presented with a gift
of £2,000 for his work, but Stephenson received only 100
guineas (£105). The people
of the North East were so
You can read about Sir
annoyed by this that they
Humphry Davy on page 339.
collected another £1,000 to
give to Stephenson!
Because he was interested in engineering, and because he worked
in collieries, Stephenson turned his attention to trains, which were
then called locomotives. A locomotive is an engine mounted on wheels
to run on tracks. Trains were used to transport coal before anyone
thought of carrying passengers on them. Stephenson made so many
important improvements to these colliery railways that he was
appointed as engineer to the
Stockton and Darlington Railway –
the first one to carry passengers.
Although the owners wanted it
set up so that horses could pull
the wagons as well as trains,
Stephenson argued that engines
would be much better than horses,
and laid strong iron tracks, instead
of wooden tracks that had been
used before.
He realised the engines had to
be made more efficient to be able
to pull heavy loads at speed without
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the North Road Railway
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breaking down, so in 1823 George, with his son Robert and three
partners, opened the world’s first purpose-built locomotive factory in
Newcastle upon Tyne. The company’s first engine, Locomotion No. 1,
was used to pull the very first train on the Stockton and Darlington
Railway. The factory went on to export locomotives to developing
railways all over the world.
George Stephenson was then appointed as engineer to the Liverpool
and Manchester Railway. Once again, the owners of the line were not
sure that they wanted locomotives to pull the carriages. They thought

This painting, called Birthplace of the Locomotive, shows George
Stephenson, seated with a miner’s safety lamp. Killingworth Colliery
and his first steam train, designed for the colliery, can be seen in the
background. His son Robert stands to the right of the picture.
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it would be better to have engines fixed beside the tracks, pulling the
carriages from one engine to another. Stephenson said that
locomotives, or mobile engines, would be better, so the owners
announced a competition: anyone who could produce a locomotive to
travel at 10 miles per hour, pulling a certain weight, would be given a
prize of £500. Stephenson won the competition with his engine called
Rocket which he had built with his son Robert in their factory in
Newcastle. The Liverpool and Manchester Railway opened on 15
September 1830, and this date has been described as the dawn of the
railway age. George Stephenson’s genius had convinced people that
railways were the best way to carry goods and passengers. He had a
vision of a railway network that would connect the whole country, so
he insisted on what he called his ‘standard gauge’, which meant that
the rails on the track were spaced 4 feet 8½ inches apart. All railway
tracks in Britain were then spaced out in this way and other countries
did the same thing. Now we can travel at high speed all across Britain
on our network of railways. George’s son Robert Stephenson became
as famous as his father, making great improvements to railways and
designing bridges that were longer and stronger than any known
before. The Stephensons, father and son, changed the way in which
people travelled, which also changed the way in which people lived.
Next time you are taking a train, think of their remarkable Rocket.

How Did the Industrial Revolution Change Britain?
Goodbye to the Old Ways
In just one generation, the Industrial Revolution
changed customs and lifestyles that had survived
for centuries. The new inventions put a lot of
people out of work because just a few machines
were able to do the work of many people.
Before the development of trains, people
rode in stagecoaches pulled by horses.
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For example, stagecoach drivers were no longer needed. Before 1830, the stagecoach was
a popular way to travel throughout Britain. In 1846, the last ever stagecoach journey
departed from London. After that, unused stagecoaches could be found abandoned all
over the countryside.
Some workers rebelled against losing their jobs like this. In
Nottinghamshire, skilled workers who wove stockings (like thin
socks) and lace were being put out of work by a machine called
the stocking frame. In 1811 the workers attacked the new
factories and destroyed the machines. ey wanted their jobs
back and thought destroying the machines would help with
this. ese bands of workers claimed to be following a leader
named General Ned Ludd, so they were named Luddites.
Luddites broke the
frames of many
machines that were
taking their jobs.

e mythical General Ludd was the Robin Hood of early
nineteenth-century England. His armed followers organised
themselves like an army and paraded the country with
marching drums. ey spread northwards to Lancashire and
Yorkshire, attacking the textile mills and spinning machines which had destroyed their jobs.
In 1812, the Prime Minister, Spencer Perceval, passed a law called the Frame-Breaking Act
making the Luddite attacks punishable by death. A force of
12,000 soldiers was sent to the northern counties to
stop the protest and the Luddites were either
Why did people want
executed or transported to Australia, which was
to attack the new
where many convicts were sent at that time.
machines and factories?

Industrial Work
Factory work in the early nineteenth century meant long hours, clattering noise, horrible
heat and cruel punishments. The writer William Cobbett compared factory workers to
slaves, ‘compelled to work fourteen hours a day, in a heat of eighty-four degrees, and who
are liable to punishment for looking out at a window of the factory!’
Working in a coalmine was not much better. Miners had to crawl through tunnels deep
underground with only a lamp for light. These tunnels would sometimes collapse or flood,
trapping and drowning those inside. Worst of all, pockets of flammable gas (that can catch
fire) could be released and would explode when they came into contact with the flame of
a miner’s lamp. Often, canaries would be kept in the mines, as they would die of gas
poisoning and warn the miners that gas had escaped into the air. The miner’s safety lamp
was invented in 1815. You can read about it on pages 133 and 340.
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Growth of Cities
Many farmers and other workers who lost their jobs due to the Industrial Revolution
flocked to towns and cities to work in the newly built factories. In 1851, for the first time
ever, more British people lived in towns than in the countryside.
By 1861, Britain’s largest cities outside London were all in the industrial midlands and
north: Liverpool, Manchester, Birmingham, Leeds and Sheffield. Their populations rose
rapidly: in 1750, Manchester was a town of 18,000 people. By 1861, it had grown to 338,000
people. Some towns, such as Middlesbrough, grew out of nothing. It was a farming village
of 25 people in 1801, but a town of 19,000 people by 1861. When a nation’s towns and
cities grow this quickly, we call this urbanisation.
The living conditions for industrial workers were very bad. Poor people arriving from
the countryside had to cram into cheaply-built houses, sometimes with whole families
living in just one room. Houses were built without gardens and were called ‘back-tobacks’. Often, back-to-backs had no running water and whole
streets would share one water pump and one outdoor toilet.
Disease spread very quickly. The killer disease of the
early nineteenth century was called cholera. is was a
horrible disease to catch: you would suﬀer severe
diarrhoea and vomiting, your skin would turn blue and
you would die aer a few days. To begin with, people
did not understand what caused the disease, which made
it very diﬃcult to prevent outbreaks. ere were repeated
outbreaks around the country until 1854, when a doctor
called John Snow discovered that cholera was caused by
drinking water contaminated by human waste. Once
This cartoon shows the
people understood this, they realised that sewers had to
germs lurking in one drop
be built to get human waste out of cities and away from
of Thames water
the supply of drinking water. e London sewers were
built between 1859 and 1875. Aer that there were no more outbreaks of cholera in London.
Sadly, this disease can still be found in countries that have poor sewage systems and many
people still die from cholera every year.
Why did so many people
die from cholera during the
Industrial Revolution?
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Children at Work
Poor families moving to
industrial towns often had to
send their children to work.
Small children were made to
work as ‘scavengers’ in cotton
mills. Scavengers would crawl
underneath the moving machinery,
picking up stray bits of cotton. If
they were not careful, machine
parts caught and cut off fingers
and limbs, and loose bits of
clothing stuck in the spinning
cogs. In the worst cases, children
were dragged into the machines
and were killed.
Children were taken from
orphanages to work in factories
almost as slaves. They could be
made to work for six days a week,
fourteen hours a day, with only
oats and milk as food. Any
misbehaviour or sleeping on the
job would result in punishment –
often being beaten with a leather
strap by a factory overseer.

Children were at great risk when they were
made to crawl underneath machinery.

One of the worst jobs for children was being a chimneysweep’s apprentice, or ‘climbing
boy’. Chimney sweeps would adopt orphans and poor children and put them to work,
climbing up chimneys and brushing away the soot. This is the black dust which blocks
the inside of a chimney when you burn coal. If you don’t get rid of the soot, then when
the fire is lit, the room fills with smoke because it can’t escape out of the chimney.
Sometimes children would become trapped and die of suffocation. If the chimney sweep
thought they were not doing the job properly, the climbing boy would be poked with a
long spiked pole, or a fire would be lit beneath them. An author called Charles Kingsley
wrote a children’s story called The Water Babies to draw attention to this cruelty.
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Social and Industrial Reform
Many people in Britain believed something had to be done about these terrible working
conditions. Employers were unlikely to improve conditions themselves, because it would
cost them money. Parliament would have to become involved so that all employers had
to improve conditions at the same time. However, many politicians and factory owners
thought Parliament had no right to get involved in the workings of businesses. They
believed in an idea called laissez-faire, which is French for ‘let it be’.
Anthony Ashley Cooper, the seventh Earl of Shaftesbury, was an aristocrat and Member
of Parliament. He was a Christian and believed it was Parliament’s duty to improve
working conditions for the poor. In response to his campaigns, the government passed
the 1833 Factory Act. It limited the hours that children could work in a factory and stated
child labourers had to be provided with two hours of education a day. Parliament passed
many more Factory Acts and by 1850 factories could not work women and children past
6 PM, and had to provide workers with an hour’s break for meals. Shaftesbury also took
on the cause of climbing boys, and in 1875 the Chimney Sweepers Act finally outlawed
the practice.

The Workhouses
Due to the Industrial Revolution, more
people were losing their jobs to machinery.
If you were very poor, paying bills and
buying things your family needed would
have been very difficult. Instead of living in
a house, very poor people had to live in a
workhouse. Workhouses were like prisons
for people who had no jobs. Inside the
workhouses, families would be split up, with
different areas for men, women and children.
Mealtime for women at the St
The people in the workhouse had to wear
Pancras workhouse in London
prison-style uniforms and do boring,
pointless tasks. They were given bad food
and had to eat in silence. The workhouses were made so terrible in order to encourage
people to get jobs and work hard. Life in a workhouse was the very last resort of desperate
people. The British poor lived in constant fear of being sent to the workhouse and Charles
Dickens wrote the novel Oliver Twist to show people how terrible these places were.
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What happened to Oliver Twist
when he asked for more? You
can read about it on page 26
and you can sing ‘Food,
Glorious Food’ along with the
workhouse children on page 204.

How were people
treated inside
the workhouses?

A New Prosperity
The Industrial Revolution may have caused problems in areas where traditional jobs
disappeared, but most British people enjoyed big improvements in the way they lived.
During the 1850s and 1860s, Britain exported goods across the globe and came to be
known as ‘the workshop of the world’. At the centre of this trading Empire was London,
the world’s largest city with a population of over six million people by 1900.
Prince Albert, Queen Victoria’s husband,
took a great interest in these industrial and
technological changes. He decided to stage an
international exhibition to showcase the
achievements of people from all around the world.
It would be known as the Great Exhibition.

You can read a poem
about London, written
in the 1890s, on page 8.

An enormous new building was needed in London to host the event, and an architect
named Joseph Paxton had the inspired idea to make it out of iron and glass. e exhibition
centre was built in Hyde Park and looked astonishing: it was 1,848 feet (563 metres) long,
108 feet (33 metres) high, and
made out of 300,000 individual
panes of glass. e building was so
beautiful people named it the
‘Crystal Palace’. Inside the Crystal
Palace were over 100,000 objects
from around the world, including
a steam hammer, a folding piano,
The Crystal Palace was so
large that it covered several
of the trees in Hyde Park,
like a huge greenhouse.
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an early sort of bicycle called the velocipede and the world’s
largest diamond. An estimated four million visitors came to see
these magnificent exhibits. e Great Exhibition is remembered
as one of the most important moments of Queen Victoria’s reign.
She later wrote of the day she opened it: ‘It was the greatest day
in our history and the triumph of my beloved Albert.’
Prince Albert is shown holding the catalogue of the
Great Exhibition in his statue on the Albert Memorial
in Kensington Gardens, near to where the exhibition
took place.

How Did Power Move to the People?
Old Corruption

William Hogarth showed the corruption of the political system
in his series of paintings Humours of an Election. Candidates
bought food and drink for people in exchange for their votes.
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By 1830, Britain was becoming a modern, industrial nation. However, there had been no
big changes in the political system in a very long time. Of the 14 million people living in
Britain, only 400,000 (three per cent) had the right to vote to decide who should be in the
government. Britain was divided into boroughs and counties, which would vote to send
Members of Parliament (MPs) to the House of Commons. If you were allowed to vote,
people would oen try to bribe you to vote for them, or your employer or landlord might
threaten you with bad consequences if you didn’t vote for his candidate. Your vote was not
secret, so people might force you to vote for them and check that you had done so.
Because the system was so old, the cities that had grown rapidly during the Industrial
Revolution often had no MPs. Birmingham, Manchester and Leeds were three of the
largest cities in Britain, but they had no one to speak for them in Parliament.
The power in Britain still lay in the hands of the wealthy, land-owning class known as
the aristocracy. The people of Britain thought this whole system was in need of change.
Some even thought a revolution, like the one in France, was necessary.

Peterloo
In 1819, around 60,000 people
gathered in St Peter’s Field,
Manchester to demand the
right to vote. ey were there
to listen to Henry Hunt, a
campaigner who disliked the
way the government was set
up. Hunt wanted things to
change in a big, or radical, way,
so he and his supporters were
known as ‘radicals’. Ten
minutes into Hunt’s speech,
the crowd saw a group of
soldiers on horseback charging
towards them with their
swords drawn. e soldiers
The massacre of ‘Peterloo’
had been sent to arrest Hunt,
but chose to kill his supporters. Eleven people were le dead and 500 injured. In reference to
the heroic Battle of Waterloo, which had taken place four years earlier, the massacre was
named ‘Peterloo’. Such awful treatment was intended to stop the British people from
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complaining about voting, but although people
were now scared, they still wanted to vote.

Why did people fight for
the right to vote?

The 1832 Great Reform Act
As you can tell from his name, Earl Grey was an aristocrat. We learnt about the aristocracy
in Year 5. However, Earl Grey thought that to avoid a war or revolution, the British Parliament
would have to change how it worked. In 1831, he proposed some changes including one that
would allow any man who lived in a property worth over £10 a year in rent to vote. He
introduced a Bill into parliament that became known as the Great Reform Bill.
The aristocrats in the House of Lords refused to accept Grey’s suggestions, and riots
erupted around the country. A mob burnt down Nottingham Castle, which belonged to
the Duke of Newcastle, and a crowd of 100,000 people in Birmingham threatened to take
weapons and march to London. Eventually the House of Lords gave in. The Great Reform
Act was passed in 1832. The Act only increased the electorate (people with the right to
vote) to 650,000 people. Nevertheless, it was a great turning point in British history. It
started a process that carried on into the next century, giving more and more people the
vote. Over these years, England was changing and was becoming a democracy. This word
means ‘rule by the people’. In the past, England was ruled by kings and other wealthy
people, but now more ordinary people could have their say in how their country was run.
Today every man and woman over 18 can vote (apart from prisoners, people with severe
mental illness and members of the House of Lords).

Important Changes in Voting
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1838– William Lovett wrote the People’s Charter which said that all
men should be allowed to vote and that voting should be secret.



1867– a new law allowed one million more men to vote.



1872– a new law allowed people to vote in secret.



1884– a new law allowed all men who owned houses to vote. This
meant that for the first time, ordinary people such as farm workers and
miners could vote.



1918– a new law allowed women over 30 to vote if they owned a house
or were married to a man who owned a house.
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Why Was Ireland Still Ruled by the British?
England’s First Colony
Henry VIII and Queen Elizabeth sent soldiers to conquer Ireland and take the land. For
many years, people from England and Scotland were encouraged to move to Ireland. This
was called colonising and the new landowners came to rule much of the country. The Irish
people were often Catholics and the English and Scots who came to settle the land were
Protestants. From 1782 Ireland had its own parliament in Dublin, but Catholics and
Protestants who did not accept the authority of the Church of Ireland were not allowed
to vote until 1793. Even then they could not become MPs.
Some Irish people planned a rebellion. They were led by Wolfe Tone, who was not a
Catholic. In 1798, at a time when England was at war with France, he invited Napoleon,
the leader of the French military, to send troops to support the fight for Irish
independence. There was much bloodshed and the revolution did not succeed. In 1800
the Parliament in Dublin voted for the Act of Union with England, although many people
in Ireland did not want this to happen. From 1801 Ireland sent over 100 MPs to the House
of Commons in Westminster and 28 peers to the House of Lords so that it could share in
the government of the United Kingdom. Many Irish people agreed to the union because
they were promised that the laws preventing Catholics from being MPs and holding public
office would be removed, but Catholic Emancipation (as it was called) was not granted in
England and Ireland until 1829.

Potato Famine
In 1845, Ireland was struck by a disaster. The potato had become
a very important part of the Irish diet, but in 1845 a potato
disease destroyed the entire crop. The Irish people depended
on the potato, so the consequences were very serious: many
people starved to death. An Irish artist called James
Mahoney wrote of a house he entered in Bridgetown:
‘I saw the dying, the living, and the dead lying
indiscriminately upon the same floor, without anything
between them and the cold earth, save a few miserable
rags upon them.’ It is estimated that around one million
Many Irish people starved
during the potato famine.
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Irish people died between 1845 and 1852, and another one million left Ireland for other
countries, including America and England.
Although the government organised help for the victims of the famine, and large
donations were raised all over the Empire, encouraged by Queen Victoria herself, many
Irish people felt that not enough had been done, and were very angry. Some blamed the
famine on the heartless Anglo-Irish landlords who owned a lot of land in Ireland, but who
didn’t live there all the year round as they wanted to spend their time in London.

Home Rule
Many people in Britain and Ireland did not believe that Ireland should be governed from
London. ey thought it should be given back its own parliament in Dublin. e idea that
the Irish should be in charge of their own country is called ‘Irish Nationalism’. e argument
over how Ireland should be governed continued into the next century when, in 1920, Ireland
was divided into two countries: Northern Ireland (which is still part of the United Kingdom)
and Southern Ireland (which became a separate country and is now the Republic of Ireland).

How Did Victoria Rule her Empire?
An Empire on Which the Sun Never Set
In Year 5, you learnt how Britain gained an Empire. During the reign of Queen Victoria,
it reached the height of its power. The British took control of Sierra Leone in 1808, Malta
in 1814, South Africa in 1815, Sri Lanka (which was called Ceylon at that time) in 1815,
Bahrain in 1820, Singapore in 1824 and Hong Kong in 1842. The British governed their
colonies through people called viceroys and governors, appointed by the Colonial
Secretary in London. These officials were encouraged to get involved in the local culture
and often learnt the local language. ey tried to keep peaceful relations with the local
people by giving some powers to them.
For the entire nineteenth century, the British Empire ruled unchallenged as the world
superpower. A superpower is a country that is very powerful and can influence other
countries. By 1900, British rule stretched
over one-quarter of the world’s landmass
Learn about time zones
and governed one fifth of the world’s people.
and why the sun would
It was described as ‘the empire on which the
never set on the
sun never set’, because it was always daylight
British Empire in Queen
somewhere in the British Empire.
Victoria’s day on page 71.
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The Jewel in the Crown
Ever since the eighteenth century, the British East India Company spread its power
throughout India. The Company collected taxes, had its own army and its own courts.
Where Indian princes still ruled their territories, they were expected to pay taxes and show
support for the East India Company.
During this period, the relationship between the British and the Indians became worse.
The British began forcing their own customs and ideas onto the Indian people. Ancient
practices such as suttee (under which an Indian widow was expected to throw herself onto
the funeral pyre of her dead husband) were outlawed, and Indian trade and legal systems
were changed to become more British. Christian missionaries travelled to India, attempting
to convert the Hindu, Sikh and Muslim population.
Many parts of India were encouraged to grow crops such as tea and tobacco which
could be sold to other countries, instead of farming food for the Indian people. When
droughts struck, the famines were terrible. The Indians were forced to buy British goods
such as cotton textiles and were banned from making their own.

Robert Clive’s victory at the Battle of Plassey in 1757 increased the
British East India Company’s military and economic power in India.
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The Indian Mutiny, 1857
The mistrust between British colonial
government and many Indian people
turned into a rebellion in 1857. This
rebellion began amongst the sepoys,
Indian soldiers who served in the East
India Company’s army.
Anger between the sepoys and their
British officers had been growing
for years, but the last straw came
when they were issued with new
Enfield rifles. These rifles used bullets
wrapped in paper that was rumoured
The sepoys revolted at Meerut in 1857.
to be greased with pork or beef fat. To
load their guns, sepoys had to bite
these papers to release the gunpowder. Hindu sepoys refused to do this, as cows are sacred
to their religion. Muslim sepoys also refused, because eating pork is against their religion.
An order was given to grease the papers with beeswax or mutton fat, but in May 1857,
in a town near Delhi called Meerut, 85 sepoys were arrested and imprisoned for refusing
to use their rifles. The following day, 2,000 of their fellow soldiers rioted. They freed the
prisoners, killed 66 British people and marched to Delhi. They were joined by three other
regiments along the way. Once in Delhi, they announced that the 82-year-old Bahadur
Shah II, the nominal Mughal Emperor, was now their ruler. News of the rebellion spread
fast and Bengal sepoys mutinied throughout northern and central India. Many Indian
princes who disliked the British Empire joined forces with the sepoy rebels.
The cities of Delhi, Lucknow and Cawnpore were taken over by rebels. British soldiers
were cut off and held prisoner. Many atrocities took place on both sides. After two long
sieges, the British and the majority of Indian soldiers who remained loyal managed to take
back Lucknow and Delhi, and the rebellion was largely over by the end of 1857. Indian
princes and nobles who took part in the rebellion were executed.

The British Raj
Britain’s Empire had very nearly lost control of India, known as the ‘jewel in her crown’.
e British had been taken by surprise and wanted to make sure such an event never
happened again. eir solution was to strengthen their control over India but to relax their
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control over the Indian people. e East India Company was disbanded and India was ruled
directly by a British viceroy. (A viceroy is someone who has the authority to rule on behalf
of the king or queen.) In 1876, Queen Victoria was crowned Empress of India.
In return, the British promised to allow, even celebrate, Indian culture. Indian customs
and practices were allowed to grow again and Christian missionaries were discouraged
from visiting. Indians were given the chance to gain promotion to the higher ranks
of the British army. Remarkably, the British were able to rule a nation of 300 million
Indians with only 20,000 troops
and officials. A new name was
given to this era of Indian rule –
the British Raj.
During the Raj, attempts
were made to improve India’s
infrastructure and economy. By
1904, 24,000 miles of railway
tracks had been laid, much of
which is still used today. Major
irrigation schemes were developed
to get water to areas where crops
were growing, and between 1880
and 1900 the amount of irrigated
land in India doubled.

The Indian railways built by the British
during the Raj are still being used today.

The Scramble
for Africa
By the 1870s, attention had turned
to the vast and unexplored
continent of Africa. Governments
of European countries saw it as an
untapped source of riches. They all
wanted to gain power in the
continent, so this time was known
as the ‘scramble for Africa’.
To start with, Britain focused
on the northeast of Africa, around

The new Suez Canal was opened in 1869.
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the Suez Canal. is man-made trading route was finished in 1869 and made a shipping
route from the Mediterranean to the Indian Ocean, avoiding the expensive and treacherous
journey around the Cape of Good Hope in South Africa. In 1882 the British decided to make
sure they controlled the canal by invading and occupying Egypt. To make sure they had
control of the whole region, Britain occupied Uganda in 1888 and the Sudan in 1889.

Great Explorers: David Livingstone
In the nineteenth century, the continent of Africa was almost unknown to
Europeans. Although there had been trade with African countries for centuries,
most of the European traders went no further than the ports where they bought
their goods. The interior of Africa seemed a strange and unexplored land. David
Livingstone, who was born in 1813 in the Scottish town of Blantyre, became one
of the most famous European explorers to travel through Africa. He was also a
missionary, meaning a person who travels to other countries to encourage people
to become Christians.
David Livingstone’s father was a devout Christian who taught at a Sunday
School. He did not want his son to read about science, which he thought could
undermine his belief in God. He preferred books on religion but David was more
curious than his father. He saved as much of his money as possible so that he could
study medicine at Edinburgh University, while also going to religious lectures.
After his studies, he wanted to travel the world. He decided to go to Africa so
that he could talk to the people there about his Christian faith. At this time, both
European colonists and some African tribes were involved in capturing people in
Africa and selling them into slavery. Livingstone thought this was a terrible thing
to do to people. He believed that the best way to put a stop to it was to convert
more local Africans to Christianity and to help Africans develop trade with the
rest of the world.
He set sail for Kuruman, which is now part of South Africa, in December 1840
and arrived in July 1841. He spent several years exploring Africa, including the
parts that were a long way from the sea and harder to get to. He discovered several
important places, including Lake Ngami, Lake Malawi, Lake Bangweulu, as well
as a huge waterfall, Mosi-oa-Tunya, which means ‘the waters that thunder’. He
renamed this Victoria Falls in honour of Queen Victoria in 1855. It is now on the
border of the countries of Zambia and Zimbabwe.
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He made maps of the places he visited, and was interested in discovering the
lakes and rivers that would allow people to travel through Africa. He also wanted
to find the source of the Nile, the longest river in the world, that flows through
much of North Africa, into Egypt and then out into the Mediterranean Sea. He
searched for it from 1866 until the time of his death in 1873, but he never found
it. It turned out that he was searching too far south in what is now Tanzania. The
real source of the Nile is further north in what is now Burundi.
While exploring, David Livingstone would spend long periods with no contact
at all with his family and friends outside Africa. People would not know whether
he was alive or dead. Once, when he had not been heard from for a long time, an
American newspaper called the New York Herald sent a journalist, Henry Morton
Stanley, to track him down. Stanley found him in October 1871 at a town called
Ujiji by Lake Tanganyika, today in the country of Tanzania. Even though he had
never met him before, he knew it must be Livingstone since he was the only other
European who could be in such a distant land. So he greeted him by saying ‘Dr
Livingstone, I presume?’
Livingstone’s maps were
very useful to people who
were trying to learn more
about Africa, and he helped
to persuade the British
government to set up
colonies by saying that there
were great opportunities to
make money from trade. He
did everything he could to
fight against slavery and he
is still remembered in Africa
where two towns are named
after him: Livingstone, in
Zambia beside the Victoria
Falls, and Blantyre in
Malawi, named after the
place of his birth.
‘Dr Livingstone, I presume?’
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The Boer War
The most important person in the British
Empire’s African conquests was Cecil
Rhodes. Rhodes was ill as a child, so
was sent to live with his brother in
South Africa when he was 17. He made
lots of money buying and selling
diamonds and wanted the British to gain
more control of Africa. One colony in
southern Africa was called Rhodesia
after Cecil Rhodes.
In South Africa there were two
independent states named Transvaal and
the Orange Free State. Boer farmers, who
were descended from Dutchmen who
settled in South Africa before the British,
lived there. The Boers led quiet lives in
the countryside, until in 1871 Johannes
Nicholaas de Beer discovered diamonds
on his farm. In 1886, gold was discovered
in the Transvaal. The Boer states were set
to become fabulously rich and the British
did not want a rival to their power.

This cartoon shows Cecil Rhodes’s
plans for a telegraph line from Cape
Town in South Africa to Cairo, Egypt,
which he announced in 1892.

A war between the British and the Boer farmers began in 1899. The Boers were a
formidable enemy. As farmers, they were expert horsemen and marksmen, and knew how
to use the land to their advantage. They fought in small groups of mounted ‘commandos’,
swiftly ambushing the slow British soldiers. The war dragged on for two years, and Lord
Kitchener, the commander of the British army, was determined to end this embarrassing
conflict. He ordered the British army to destroy livestock, farms and crops, and imprison
Boer civilians in a dreadful new invention – the concentration camp.
In all, 46 concentration camps were built. Bad conditions and a lack of food meant
disease spread quickly, and an estimated 28,000 Boers
and 20,000 black Africans died. The British
Why did the British feel
eventually won, but at a high moral price. Many
threatened
by the Boers?
people in Britain and the rest of the world were
disgusted at the terrible things that had been done.
152

History and Geography

A Global Power
For most of the nineteenth century, the British Empire was so powerful that there were
no large global wars. British politicians often claimed that they had created Pax Britannica
(British peace). They could also point to other benefits the British Empire gave to the
countries under its control. The British introduced a legal system that protected people
and their property, making it possible to develop new industries. They introduced laws
to give people secure possession of their land, so that it could be farmed and developed.
They introduced banks, which are necessary for economic growth. The British built
railways, established new industries and expanded the amount of land that was irrigated
and could be farmed. British sports such as rugby, cricket and association football took
hold in the colonies, and are today enjoyed the world over.
Some people felt that the British had no right to be running their countries and they
rebelled. Sometimes they were cruelly punished as a result. Eventually, so many people in
Britain came to feel that nations should govern themselves that the Empire was
dismantled. Many of the countries that used to be part of the Empire are now members
of the Commonwealth of Nations, headed by the Queen. The Commonwealth is a
voluntary association which allows the leaders of countries to meet as equals and talk
about the things that concern them.

What Was Life Like By 1900?
If you were to travel back in time to Britain in
1900, you would recognise lots of things.
After 1875, all newly built housing had
running water drains linking to sewers.
Gaslight had been invented and now lit many
city streets, making it safe to travel at night.
Altogether, life had become more comfortable.
Thanks to the development of medicines,
and the understanding of germs, people were
living longer.
This lamplighter is lighting a gaslamp.
Can you find any old gaslamps on the
streets of your town?
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This Rolls-Royce from 1905 was one of the early motorcars in Britain.
Trains covered the entire country. e sound of horses’ hooves could still be heard around
towns and cities, but there was much excitement about a new invention called the motorcar.
e Bank Holidays Act of 1871, together with improvements in transport, meant that
holidays were established as a normal part of life, with seaside towns such as Blackpool,
Southend and Brighton developing. Even going abroad for holidays was possible, thanks to a
travel agency started in 1841 by a Derbyshire businessman called omas Cook.
In 1870, parliament voted to provide a free education for every British child between the
ages of 5 and 13. In the 30 years that followed, 2,500 Victorian schools were built. Many of
the buildings are still primary schools today. Most people in the country could now read, and
this led to the creation of newspapers: the Daily News (founded in 1846), the Daily Mail
(founded in 1896) and the Daily Express (founded in 1900). e spread of the railways meant
that papers could be read in every part of the country on the same day as the trains could
deliver them overnight.
For proud Victorian homeowners, shopping was now very popular. Oxford Street in
London and New Street in Birmingham were fashionable locations to go shopping. Department
stores had grown up, where people could buy diﬀerent things in the diﬀerent departments
of one big shop, without having to go from shop to shop. e first chains of shops were
appearing: Boots the chemist and Marks and Spencer were already spreading across Britain.
Music hall was something Victorian people enjoyed. ey would go to enormous theatres
to enjoy songs, comedy and entertainment. e stars of the music hall were as famous as
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the film stars of today. Another popular kind of entertainment in Victorian times was
association football. In 1901, Tottenham Hotspur played Sheﬃeld United in the FA cup final
in front of a crowd of 110,000 people. (ey drew 2-2, but Tottenham won the replay.)
Perhaps the greatest crowd of Victorian London gathered in 1897, to celebrate Queen
Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee (meaning that she had reigned for 60 years). A grand
procession of military bands, clattering horses and uniformed soldiers marched through
London. Representatives of the entire Empire were there, including Nigerian tribesmen,
Hong Kong police, Indian lancers and head-hunters from Borneo. All of this was captured
on an exciting new invention – the moving camera – and the film could be shown on
machines called cinematographs all around the country. At the centre of the procession,
no more than five feet tall, was the 78-year-old Queen Victoria. When she had become
Queen 60 years previously, no one could have imagined what an extraordinary amount
of change Britain was soon to pass through. When she died four years later, on 22 January
1901, there was a feeling that a great era in the history of the nation had drawn to a close.

Crowds lined the streets to see Queen Victoria during
the procession for her Diamond Jubilee.
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Suggested Resources
Geography
Countries Around the World: Wales by Mary Colson (Raintree) 2012
Understanding World Maps by Jack Gillett (Wayland) 2012
Using Maps by Jack and Meg Gillett (Wayland) 2011
Polar Regions by Charlotte Guillain (Raintree) 2014
Starting Geography: Maps by Sally Hewitt (Franklin Watts) 2009
Countries Around the World: Canada by Michael Hurley, Raintree, 2013
What’s Where in the World by R. Houston (Dorling Kindersley) 2013
USA in Our World by Lisa Klobuchar (Franklin Watts) 2012
Rainforests by Chris Oxlade (Raintree) 2014
Mapping (Investigate Geography) by Louise Spilsbury (Heinemann) 2009
Into the Unknown: How Explorers Found Their Way by Land, Sea and Air by Stewart Ross
(Walker) 2011
Arctic and Antarctic (Eye Witness) by Barbara Taylor (Dorling Kindersley) 2012
Countries Around the World: Scotland by Melanie Waldron (Raintree) 2012

History
The Usborne History of Britain by Ruth Brocklehurst (Usborne) 2008
The Victorians by Ruth Brocklehurst (Usborne) 2013
History Year by Year by Peter Chrisp et al. (Dorling Kindersley) 2013
The Industrial Revolution by Clive Gifford (Wayland) 2013
Britannia: 100 Great Stories From British History by Geraldine McCaughrean (Orion
Children’s) 2004
Our Island Story by H.E. Marshall (Civitas/Galore Park) 1905; 2005
Victorian Industry by Neil Tonge (Franklin Watts) 2009
13 Buildings Children Should Know by Annette Roeder (Prestel) 2009
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Films & DVDs
Beau Brummell, directed by Curtis Bernhardt, 1954. Follows the relationships between
George III, George IV and Beau Brummell
Gone With the Wind, directed by George Cukor, 1939, PG. Various DVD editions. The
classic film of the American Civil War, based on Margaret Mitchell’s novel.
The Madness of King George, directed by Nicholas Hytner (Channel 4) 2007, PG
Sixty Glorious Years, directed by Herbert Wilcox (DD Video) 1938; 2001, U
Victoria the Great, directed by Herbert Wilcox (Optimum Home Entertainment) 1937;
2011, U
The Young Victoria, directed by Jean-Marc Vallée (Momentum Pictures) 2009, PG

Online
Find out more about the Boulton and Watt steam engine, including an animation, at
www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/on-line/energyhall/section4.asp

Places to Visit
Buckingham Palace in London. The official residence of the monarch since Queen
Victoria ascended the throne, it contains the ballroom built for her that was the largest
room in London at the time. Open to the public during the summer months.
http://www.royal.gov.uk/theroyalresidences/buckinghampalace/buckinghampalace.aspx
Didcot Railway Centre in Didcot, Oxfordshire http://www.didcotrailwaycentre.org.uk/
Geffrye Museum in London (domestic interiors covering 400 years) http://www.
geffrye-museum.org.uk/
The Discovery Museum in Newcastle upon Tyne www.twmuseums.org.uk/discovery
Edinburgh Castle, where Mary Queen of Scots gave birth to James VI of Scotland and I of
England www.edinburghcastle.gov.uk
Hadrian’s Wall – Days Out, English Heritage http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/
daysout/hadrianswall/
Ironbridge Gorge Museums in Telford preserve and interpret the remains of the Industrial
Revolution in the six square miles of the Ironbridge Gorge. www.ironbridge.org.uk
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The International Centre for Life is a science village in Newcastle upon Tyne
www.life.org.uk
Kensington Palace in London. See the room in which Queen Victoria held her first Privy
Council meeting, the dress she wore and her wedding dress. http://www.hrp.org.uk/
KensingtonPalace/
National Railway Museum in York and Shildon, Co Durham http://www.nrm.org.uk/
The Science Museum in London http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/
Palace of Holyroodhouse in Edinburgh, the official residence of the Queen in Scotland
www.royalcollection.org.uk
Rhondda Heritage Park celebrates the mining heritage of South Wales www.
rhonddaheritagepark.com
Ryhope Engines Museum Sunderland www.ryhopeengines.org.uk
Stephenson Railway Museum in North Shields www.twmuseums.org.uk/stephenson
The Victoria and Albert Museum in London. Built using the profits from the
Great Exhibition of 1851, the Museum contains some of the original exhibits.
http://www.vam.ac.uk/page/g/great-exhibition/
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