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History and
Geography
Introduction
is chapter covers geography, world history and British history. Geography has been
described as the study of what’s where, why it’s there and why we should care. It looks at
how humans are challenged by, adapt to, utilise and change the natural environments in
which they live. By Year 5, students should know the rudiments of world and British
geography. ey should be able to read and colour maps, and make simple maps of their
own. ey can be shown maps of their own town and county and be invited to study maps
during field trips and family holidays. As their skills develop, they can be allowed to navigate
on car journeys or to find their way around a city using a map. Our study of regions of the
British Isles – that began in Year 4 with London, the South East, the South West and
Northern Ireland – continues in Year 5 with the Midlands, Yorkshire and the East of
England. is chapter also looks at Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific Islands. Students
can learn more about geography from atlases, from books on other countries and by
collecting stamps. ere are excellent online resources such as National Geographic for Kids.
World history in Year 5 deals with the rise of Islam. British history covers the period
from the reign of Queen Anne at the beginning of the eighteenth century through the
American and French revolutions to the abolition of slavery at the beginning of the
nineteenth century. Our approach to history is chronological and narrative: we have tried
to show how the events of one era have led to those of the next. In the case of British
history, it is particularly important for children to grasp the sequence of events that led
to the birth of parliamentary democracy and the industrial revolution in Britain. These
events were by no means inevitable or predestined, but were the result of struggles that
linked generations across the centuries, as people learnt from the accumulated experience
of their ancestors.
Topics in history can be linked to other chapters in this book. The feuds between the
Lilliputians and the inhabitants of Blefuscu, depicted by Jonathan Swift in Gulliver’s
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Travels, reflected the politics of the time of Queen Anne and George I. The rococo style
of art, developed in France in the eighteenth century, reflected aristocratic values that
would soon be swept away by the French Revolution. In addition, the geography of New
Zealand goes hand-in-hand with learning about geology in the Science chapter.
Parents and teachers are encouraged to build on the foundation provided here by
discussing history with children; visiting historic houses, monuments and sites; visiting
museums and galleries; and seeking out additional resources. There are many good books,
DVDs and online resources suitable for Year 5 pupils, together with the many excellent
television programmes on historical subjects.

World Geography
Maps
If you read Treasure Island earlier in this book, you already know how useful maps can
be. In the story, the map tells Jim Hawkins and his friends where Treasure Island is and
also where the treasure is buried. Maps can be useful in real life, too. But you have to know
how to use them.
e map at the top of page 73 shows half the earth, as it might look from a spaceship in
orbit. You may already know that the imaginary line that divides the globe around the
middle is called the Equator. But what are those other lines running side-to-side, the ones
parallel to the Equator? And what about the lines that run north and south on the map?
What are they for?
Mapmakers draw imaginary lines and divide the world into sections in order to locate
places accurately. The lines running parallel to the Equator are called parallels; they
measure degrees of latitude north and south of the Equator. The lines that run from pole
to pole are meridians; they measure degrees of longitude east and west of the prime
meridian. You can remember the difference between meridians and parallels by
remembering that parallels are parallel and meridians meet at the poles.
Can you see how the parallels and meridians intersect? Each point of intersection is a
co-ordinate. Looking at the map, you can also see that each parallel and each meridian has
its own number. We’ll learn more about these numbers and about co-ordinates in a minute.
How does the map below it differ from the first map you looked at? The first map looks
almost like a picture of a globe, but this one looks more like a globe cut open along a
north-to-south seam through the Pacific Ocean and stretched flat. Stretching a map to fit
a flat page is called a projection. Mapmakers do this to show the whole world on one map.
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Hemispheres
Mapmakers and people who use maps sometimes divide our earth into large sections
shaped like half a grapefruit. These sections are called hemispheres. Hemisphere is a Greek
word meaning half of a sphere. On the stretched-out map on page 73, you can see that
the equator divides the globe into two hemispheres. Everything north of the equator is in
the Northern Hemisphere; everything south of the equator is in the Southern Hemisphere.
The earth can also be divided into Eastern
and Western Hemispheres. The meridian
that divides these two hemispheres is the
prime meridian, and it runs through
Greenwich [GRENN-itch] just outside
London. Years ago, when the system of
longitude and latitude that we use today was
set up, Greenwich was home to the Royal
Observatory, where astronomers like Edmond
Halley watched the stars. Mapmakers agreed
to use this location for an imaginary line just
as important as the Equator, but running
from the North Pole to the South Pole. In
England, it goes from Yorkshire to Sussex,
then through France and Spain in Europe to
Algeria, Mali, Burkina Faso, Togo and Ghana
in Africa. As with all meridians, the ends are
at the North and South Poles.
Can you find the prime meridian on the
map? Look for the meridian that runs North
and South through England and is marked 0°.
e small, raised circle aer the zero is a
symbol that stands for degree. Degrees are the
units we use to measure longitude and latitude.
Everything to the west of the prime
meridian on the stretched-out map is in
the Western Hemisphere, and everything to
the east is called the Eastern Hemisphere.
Find the Eastern and Western Hemispheres
on the map and, if possible, on a globe.
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Follow Your Finger
To look at the hemispheres in more
detail you’ll need a globe. First,
find the prime meridian. With your
finger, trace this line to the Equator.
Do you see that the prime meridian
is marked 0°?
Next trace your finger along the
Equator moving west from the
prime meridian. See how the
degree numbers on the meridians
go up as you go west? When you
reach the 180th meridian (180°),
you’ve gone exactly halfway
around the world. The 180th
meridian is the continuation of the
prime meridian on the other side
of the globe. The 180° line and
the prime meridian (0°) divide the
globe into the Eastern and Western Hemispheres.
Continue tracing your finger along the Equator to the west. What
hemisphere are you crossing now? What happens to the longitude
marks as you move back towards the prime meridian? Do the numbers
keep getting larger or do they get smaller again?
Now try tracing your finger around some other meridians. What
countries can you find that are on the same meridian? For example,
you could start in Japan. Going north you find Russia. Go south and
you reach Australia.
Now try tracing some other parallels. Do you notice how they are
biggest near the Equator and smaller near the poles? What has the same
latitude as Scotland? Travelling east, you would find Denmark, Sweden,
Latvia and Russia. Or go west over the Atlantic to reach Canada.
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Co-ordinates
Now that you know about the prime meridian
and the Equator, you can find the co-ordinates
for anywhere on the globe. Let’s find the
co-ordinates for Greece to see how it is done.

Learn more
about co-ordinates
on a grid on page 283.

To begin with, you’ll need to find Greece on the map on page 73 by looking for
the Mediterranean Sea. Can you find Italy’s boot? Greece is the peninsula sticking into
the Mediterranean just east of Italy. You can see that a parallel and a meridian intersect,
or cross, close to Greece. The parallel is marked 40° and the meridian is marked 20°.
So the co-ordinates of Greece are about 40° and 20°. When we write these co-ordinates
we write 40° N, 20° E because Greece is 40° north of the Equator and 20° east of the prime
meridian. 40° N tells you the latitude of Greece and 20° E tells you its longitude. Put the
two together and you have its location.
Can you find 20° S, 20° E on the same map? What continent or ocean is this spot in?
How about 20° S, 40° W?

Map Scale
Have a look at the three maps that follow. Notice how each map focuses on a smaller area
and shows more detail. e map of Europe shows more than 30 countries. e map of Italy
shows only one country and the
map of Venice shows only one city
within that country. e map of
Europe shows much more of the
earth’s surface than the country
map and the country map shows
much more than the city map.
Santa Lucia Station

0
0
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Each of these three maps is drawn to a different scale. Scale is the proportion between
the distance on the map and the actual distance on the earth’s surface. For instance, on
one map a distance of one centimetre might represent one real kilometre; on another map
one centimetre might represent one hundred kilometres.
To work out how much real distance is represented on a map, you’ll need to find
the map scale. The map scale looks like a ruler and is often located at the bottom of
the map or in a corner. On the European map, the scale is in the top right corner. It tells
you that the distance to the first mark represents 500 kilometres in real life. On the map
of Italy, the first mark represents 100 kilometres but on the map of Venice it represents
only 1 kilometre.
You can use the scale to measure distances from place to place. Get a ruler or a piece of
string and use it to measure the distance from the Bridge of Sighs to the railway station. It
should be about 14mm. en place your ruler or string next to the scale for the city map to
find out how many millimetres on the map represent one real kilometre: 7mm. So the
distance between the Bridge and the station – as the crow flies – is about 2 km. A gondolier
could take you between them (although it would be expensive) or you could walk.
Now look back at the map of Italy and measure the distance from Venice to Florence.
You should find that this is also about 14mm. Does that mean it would be as easy to walk
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from Venice to Florence as it was to walk from the Bridge of Sighs to the railway station?
Not so fast! You need to work out what that distance stands for on this map. If you place
your ruler next to the scale, you’ll see that 14 millimetres on this map represents 200
kilometres. If you tried to walk that far, you’d have very tired feet!

Landscape as Sculpture – Reading a Relief Map
The map of Europe on page 77 is a political
map. It shows political boundaries, like the
boundaries between the countries. However,
it does not tell you what the land itself looks
like. You can’t tell from this map whether
Italy is full of mountains or is flat as a board.
If you want to learn how flat or hilly a
particular piece of land is, you need to
consult a special kind of map, called a relief
map. A relief map shows the higher and
lower ground.
ere are two main ways of showing heights
on a map. For a large area, like a country, you
can colour areas at diﬀerent heights in diﬀerent
colours. Look at this map of Wales.
A relief map of Wales
The colours range from dark green at
the same height as the sea (called sea
level) through yellow to brown at 1,000
metres up. Rivers start high and flow
downwards, as you know. They reach the
sea at sea level. On the way, they pass
between higher areas, so the river may be
in a green strip but with yellow on either
side. There are high mountains in south
Wales but the highest (and brownest, on
the map) are in the North West, an area
called Snowdonia.
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Dragon Hill

Uffington Castle

For smaller areas, we use contours. You can draw a line around points on the map that
are the same height. Draw more lines a few metres higher and lower. If the land is flat,
there are very few contours. If you are climbing quickly, they are close together. If you
walk along the line of a contour, you stay at the same height, going neither up nor down.
Look how the small, steep hill, Dragon Hill (197 metres high – can you see it marked
on the map?) has close contours around it. Can you see the curvy road? It’s a yellow line
that follows the contour lines so it doesn’t have to climb too steeply. When it does get
steep, there is an arrow symbol across the road.
The larger hill of Uffington Castle (259 metres high – can you see it on the map?) is
higher but flatter. There are more contour lines, but they are further apart. Around the
top, can you see a ring of earthworks in the picture? They are marked on the map with
rings of dots. Because they are about the same height, the brown contour line at 250 metres
follows three sides. The east side is slightly higher but not by enough to need another
contour line.
Below the road is a U-shaped dip called the Manger. The flat bottom has only a few
contour lines, but the steep sides have many. Could you run up that hillside? What would
you find at the top?

Mountains of the World
One of the things a relief map can show you is where the tallest mountains are located.
Look at the map on page 80. It shows some of the major mountain ranges of the world
and some of the tallest peaks. A peak is the top of a mountain and a range is a group of
connected mountains. Let’s learn a little about these ranges and peaks.
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The Alps
e Alps cover much of Switzerland and Austria, as well as parts of France
and Italy. e highest peak in the Alps is Mont Blanc at 4,810 metres.
In Year 4 we read in the Roman history section about the
Carthaginian general Hannibal, who bravely marched his
army of soldiers and elephants across the Alps to invade Italy.

In 1991 two hikers in the Alps came across a human body frozen in the snow. Tests
revealed that the body was roughly 5,000 years old. Freezing temperatures had preserved the
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man’s body so well that it was like an ice
mummy. Scientists were able to determine
how old the man was when he died, what
he was wearing and even what he had eaten
for his last meal. e iceman − nicknamed
Ötzi − was about 40 when he died. He
stood about five feet tall, wore a fur cap and
leather shoes. He carried an axe as well as
a bow and arrows. e iceman of the Alps
has given scientists valuable new
information about how people lived in prehistoric times.
Archaeologists think Ötzi,
the Iceman of the Alps, might
have looked like this when he
was alive, about 5,000 years ago.

The High Peaks of
the Himalayas
Although the Alps are tall, they’re not nearly as tall as the Himalayas, in Asia, where many
peaks reach over 7,000 metres. This range includes the world’s tallest mountain, Mount
Everest, which rises 8,848 metres above sea level.
So why are some mountain ranges so
much higher than others? A rule
Learn more about geology
geographers have discovered about
and how the Himalayas
were formed on page 318.
mountains is that ‘young’ mountains tend
to be high mountains, while ‘old’
mountains tend to be lower. e
Himalayas are quite young − for mountains, that is. ey are only 50 million years old! ey
are six or seven times the height of the tallest mountains in Scotland, but those were once
almost as big. Ice and water have worn them down over hundreds of millions
of years.
Until 1953 no person had ever climbed to the top of Mount Everest. Freezing temperatures,
ferocious winds, avalanches of snow and blizzards had stopped all who tried. Another obstacle
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was thin air. Human beings need oxygen
to survive, but not all of the air in our
atmosphere contains the same amount of
oxygen. As you climb farther above sea
level, the amount of oxygen in the air
decreases − the air gets thinner. On top of
Mount Everest the air is so thin that even
the slightest movements can leave you
gasping for breath.
The first people to overcome all these
obstacles and reach the peak were New
Zealand mountaineer Edmund Hillary
and his Tibetan guide Tenzing Norgay in
May 1953.

Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay
are all smiles after becoming
the first to climb to the peak
of Mount Everest.

American Mountains
The Andes [AN-deez] in South
America stretch nearly 4,500
miles from the southern tip of the
continent to the Caribbean coast.
The highest mountain in the
Andes, Mount Aconcagua, rises
6,962 metres above sea level.
The Andes Mountains and the
surrounding territory were the
home of the ancient Inca people.
The Incas built a famous city,
Machu Picchu, on top of one of
the mountains in the Andes.
The Appalachian Mountains
extend nearly 1,800 miles up the
The ruins of Machu Picchu in the Andes
eastern side of the United States
of America. They include smaller mountain ranges with exotic names like the Blue Ridge
Mountains of Virginia and the Great Smoky Mountains.
West of the Appalachians lie the Rocky Mountains. The Rockies stretch more than
3,000 miles, from New Mexico through the United States and Canada, and north to Alaska.
Mount McKinley, in Alaska, is the highest mountain in North America at 6,194 metres.
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The worn peaks of the Blue Ridge
Mountains in the Appalachians

The jagged peaks of the Rocky
Mountains in Colorado

The Rockies are much higher than the Appalachians − so much higher that the
Appalachians look like hills in comparison. This is because the Appalachians are so much
older than the Rockies, and have been worn down over millions of years by weathering
and erosion. This is why the Appalachians look rounded, while the Rockies have more
rugged and jagged peaks. Because of their height, the Rockies were a big barrier that
settlers could not cross easily, but eventually paths like the Oregon Trail were created.
These paths allowed settlers to cross the Rockies on their way to California and the
West Coast.

African Mountains
The Atlas Mountains stretch for 1,500
miles along the north-western coast of
Africa. These mountains are named after
the god Atlas who, according to Greek
mythology, had to support the sky on his
shoulders through eternity. With an
average height of 3,300 metres, the Atlas
Mountains are tall enough to keep coastal
rains from moving inland and watering
the Sahara Desert.
The tallest mountain in Africa, at 5,895
metres, is Mount Kilimanjaro. This
Mount Kilimanjaro
beautiful, towering peak is actually the
remains of an ancient volcano. Even though it is close to the Equator, where temperatures
are usually warm, Kilimanjaro is so high that it wears a cap of ice throughout the year.
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British Geography
Let’s Explore the East of England
In Year 4 we learnt about London, the South East and
the South West of England as well as Northern Ireland.
Now we are going to explore the Eastern part of England.
Look at this map of England. Can you see the bulge of
land that sticks out in the North Sea? This is East Anglia.
A long time ago people called Angles came from north
Germany to live in this area. That is why we now call this
part of England ‘East Anglia’. Further south is Essex,
meaning the ‘East Saxons’, who came originally from a
different region of Germany. If you look at a map of this area of England you will also see
the counties of Norfolk, Suffolk, Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire.
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What is the Weather Like in East Anglia?
When a cold wind blows from the east, East Anglia is the
first area of land that the wind reaches. ere aren’t any
hills to take the force of the wind, so sometimes it can be
quite chilly. When a wet wind blows from the west, the rain
falls on the hills before it reaches East Anglia. erefore, it
is quite dry and there is not as much rainfall as in other
places in England. In the summer the weather can be warm
and people like to visit the seaside. e long, warm
Suffolk farm, East Anglia
summer days help farmers to grow wheat, barley and
vegetables in enormous fields. You might have eaten cabbage, celery or lettuce that was grown
in East Anglia. Wheat for your bread or cereal might have also been grown in East Anglia.

Constable Country
John Constable, one of the greatest British
painters, was inspired by the countryside on
the border of Suffolk and Essex to create
some beautiful paintings like The Haywain
(1821). The cottage in the painting still
exists. Can you find it on the map?
Nowadays
you can still
see Willy Lott’s
cottage which
is the one in
Constable’s
painting.

The Haywain
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Why are There Straight Rivers?
Can you spot any rivers on the map of
East Anglia? A few hundred years ago,
lots of the flat land in East Anglia was
marshland. It is difficult to build or travel
on marshland as you might sink! People
decided to build rivers and ditches to
drain the marsh water away. Ely is
the name of a small town in East Anglia.
The name Ely means ‘Eel island’. Today
it is a town on a hill, but it used to be an
island in the marsh where people went
out in boats to fish for eels. After the
marsh water was drained away, people
could build houses on the land and the
town grew.
e rivers that people built to drain
away the marshland are very straight. Can
you see the diﬀerence between the straight,
man-made rivers and the natural rivers
that wind across the land? e straight
rivers were built to carry the marsh water
Windmills in the Norfolk Broads push
out to the sea. Because the land is flat, they
water along the canals.
also built windmills to push the water
along. ese rivers connect with lakes that
are known as broads, and as most of these
We learnt about
are in Norfolk, the area is known as the
different habitats in Year 2.
Norfolk Broads. Some people like to sail
canal boats along the broads, which make
a special habitat for wildlife and are home to kingfishers, otters and eels.

What Do People Do in East Anglia?
As we have seen, there are lots of farms in East Anglia. There are also cities in the area,
such as Cambridge. There is a famous university in Cambridge where you can study a
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Cambridge is a famous university city.

From Felixstowe, containers of
goods travel around the world.

range of subjects from Latin to engineering. People come from all over the world to study
in Cambridge.
There are also many technology businesses in East Anglia where people use ideas from
science to make things. On the coast, the busy container port of Felixstowe is part of a
great system carrying goods around the world. Large metal boxes called containers are
loaded from lorries or trains and stacked onto ships going to other ports in Europe,
America and Asia.

Did You Know?
In 1938 people found a ship-shaped
hole in the ground in Suffolk!
1,400 years ago in Sutton Hoo, an
Anglo-Saxon king died and was
buried in a ship along with lots of
treasure. The earth was piled up
over the ship and became a
mound. When people started
digging in this mound, they found
Excavation at Sutton Hoo
the treasure, although the ship had
rotted, just leaving an impression of what it had been like in the soil.
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Let’s Explore the Midlands
Midlands means ‘land in the middle’, so we are talking about
a region away from the sea in the centre of England. e
Midlands are in the ‘middle’ of England. ere is no coastline
for you to look for, so you might need to look for place names,
mountains or big rivers on your map to help you find it.
The biggest city in the Midlands is Birmingham.
Millions of people live there and there are many shops and
businesses. Land Rover cars are made in Solihull and
Cadbury’s chocolate is made in Bournville. There are lots
of roads leading to Birmingham. Can you guess why the
roads in this picture are called Spaghetti Junction?

Spaghetti Junction

There is a canal that runs all the way from
London to Birmingham. This canal is the
longest in Britain and is called the Grand Union
Canal. A long time ago people used the canal
to transport goods, but now it is used by
people enjoying their holidays. Why do you
think businesses no longer use the canal to
transport goods?

Canal boats carrying tourists
and people on holiday often
pass through Brindleyplace
in Birmingham.

The Midlands has many businesses because
so many useful resources can be found there.
Resources are anything you can use to make or
do something. Iron and coal are found
underground and people can dig them out to
use them. This is called mining. In the Midlands,
people have been mining for many years. Coal
and iron are both very important for making
things, which helped businesses to grow in the
Midlands. Coal can be burned to make
electricity which we use every day. There are not
many mines left in England now, but there is
one near Nottingham, in Edwinstowe.

Can you find the city of Derby on the map? Rolls-Royce makes engines for aeroplanes
in a factory in Derby. Over 11,000 people work here, some on the aeroplane engines and
some on submarines.
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What Can I Find in the Countryside?
Outside the cities of the Midlands, there is beautiful
countryside. e river Wye flows past ancient, ruined castles,
and the villages of the Cotswold hills are built from the local
honey-coloured stone. e steep Malvern Hills were once
volcanoes, but don’t worry, they will not erupt again!

You can find out
about volcanoes
on page 313.

Can you spot Evesham on the map? In the summer you might find asparagus growing
in the fields around Evesham. If you ever visit the area, you could even try some asparagus
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ice cream! The soil around Evesham is very fertile which means there are lots of nutrients
in the soil to help vegetables to grow.
North-west of Evesham is the county of
Shropshire. In the hills of Shropshire there is a
farm that uses old fashioned ways of farming.
Acton Scott Farm is set up in the same way a
Victorian Farm would have been, many years
ago. The farmers at Acton Scott don’t use
modern machines to do their work, but use
horses instead of tractors. Which do you think
would be easier? Famous breeds of farm animals,
like Tamworth pigs and Hereford cattle, come
from this area.

This farmer is using horses
to plough the land at
Acton Scott Farm.

Further north is a very hilly area called the Peak District. People like to go for walks or
hikes in the beautiful countryside there. Dams have been built across several rivers to fill
the valley up with water and form a reservoir, which is an artificial lake to store water, so
that we will always have clean water to drink and wash in.

Did You Know?
The Midlands have been host to many notable people and events.
William Shakespeare, Britain’s best-known writer, came from Stratfordupon-Avon, south of Birmingham. Robin Hood, so the story says, lived
in Sherwood Forest, outside Nottingham. Almost a thousand years
ago, Lady Godiva rode through Coventry with no clothes on as a
protest against how heavily her husband, Leofric, was taxing the
people. Leofric promised to abolish the taxes if she rode through
the town naked. Out of respect for what Lady Godiva was doing for
them, no one looked at her, except for one man who became known
as Peeping Tom. According to legend, he was struck blind as a
punishment. Leofric was as good as
his word and let people off paying
We learnt about the Wars of
their taxes. The Wars of the Roses
the Roses and read about
ended in the Midlands when
Robin Hood and his
Richard III died at the Battle of
Merry Men in Year 3.
Bosworth Field in 1485.
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Let’s Explore Yorkshire
and the Humber
Yorkshire covers a very large area. It used to be the
largest county in the United Kingdom, but it was
divided up into four smaller counties: North Yorkshire,
South Yorkshire, West Yorkshire and East Yorkshire.
North Yorkshire is still the largest county in the UK.
Like the other areas we have looked at, there are cities,
towns, villages and countryside in Yorkshire. The
county of Yorkshire is famous for its beautiful
countryside, and also for tasty Yorkshire puddings!
Have you ever eaten Yorkshire puddings?
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What are the Yorkshire Dales?
In the UK there are special, protected areas called National Parks. The countryside in
National Parks is especially beautiful, and there are laws to protect it and to make sure it
cannot be spoiled.
The Yorkshire Dales
National Park is a very
special place because it
has beautiful scenery,
interesting wildlife and
some very old villages.
The word dale means
valley. A valley is the lowlying land between
mountains or hills. The
Yorkshire Dales have
high hills, steep valleys
and fast-flowing rivers.

Swaledale in the Yorkshire Dales National Park

Farmers have grazed animals in the
Yorkshire Dales for hundreds of years. A
crumbly cheese is made in Wensleydale
using milk from cows that graze on the
Dales. Have you ever eaten any Wensleydale
cheese? People visiting the Yorkshire Dales
oen go horse riding, rock climbing,
mountain biking or hiking. ere are lots of
things to do in this big open space!

Did You Know?
In Whitby, on the coast, there is
an old ruined abbey. The author,
Bram Stoker, set some scenes in
his famous story Dracula there.

What Can Be Found in the Cities?
Although Yorkshire is known for its beautiful countryside, there are also lots of important
towns and cities too. When factories were built in Yorkshire, people
came to live there and the towns and cities grew. Can you see
Sheffield on the map? The city of Sheffield is famous for
producing steel. Steel is a metal that doesn’t stain easily,
so is good for making cutlery.
Have a look at your cutlery at home or in
school; does it say it was made in Sheffield?
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In the city of York there is a big cathedral called York
Minster. e word minster means an important church,
and York is the home church of one of the Church of
England’s two archbishops. A long time ago, the cities of
Leeds and Bradford grew rich making cloth and clothing.
Now, the cities have many businesses, schools, hospitals
and shopping centres. Like many other cities in Britain,
they also have famous football teams!

We learnt in Year 4
that the other
archbishop is
in Canterbury.

York Minster

What is a Viaduct?
The flat parts of the land in Yorkshire were ideal for building fast railway lines. The fastest
ever steam locomotive was called Mallard and was built in Doncaster. It ran on the railway
line between London and York. It is now in the museum there. But the hills caused a
problem for the railway line. It is very difficult to make trains go uphill, so viaducts were
built like this one at Ribblehead. A viaduct is a long bridge that is built very high up. It is
much easier to make a train go across a viaduct than to go up and down each slope of a
valley. So the viaduct needs to cross the valley from one side to the other, without sloping
down or up. Viaducts are a very difficult thing for an engineer to build! Could you make
a model of a viaduct?

Ribblehead Viaduct connects either side of the valley
so trains can cross easily.
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People who live in Yorkshire are very
proud of their beautiful part of the
country. They sometimes call it ‘God’s
Own County’, and they jokingly refer to
‘On Ilkley Moor Baht ’At’ as Yorkshire’s
national anthem!

Did you sing ‘On
Ilkley Moor Baht ‘At’
with us in Year 4?

Questions for Geographers
Now you have explored the East Midlands, the Midlands and Yorkshire, see if you can
answer these questions:

Why is East Anglia a
good place to grow crops?

Why are there some very straight
waterways in East Anglia?

What is mining?

Farmers grow asparagus
in Evesham. Why?
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The Humber Bridge can save
drivers a lot of time. How?

Can you describe
what a valley is?

What are the Yorkshire Dales?

Why did engineers build
a viaduct at Ribblehead?
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World Geography
Australia

Australia is one of the largest countries on earth − so large that it’s also a continent!
Australia is called the land ‘down under’ because it is below the Equator. Most of the land
in Australia is hot and dry desert, called the outback. In the south, where the temperatures
are a little cooler, you will find cities such as Melbourne, Adelaide and Sydney. Can you
find those cities on the map?
Australia is home to some amazing places and some very exotic animals. Let’s find
out more.
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Let’s Visit the Outback
The Australian outback stretches for thousands of miles from east to west and from north
to south. It is so hot and dry in the outback that there are not many people living there.
Most of the people in Australia live in the coastal cities of the south, where the few major
rivers reach the sea. The only well-known town far inland is Alice Springs, home to only
25,000 people. Alice Springs was able to grow up in this hot area because it has springs
that provide it with water. That’s how it got its name!
The Todd River in
Alice Springs is called
a ‘dry river’. That is
because there is very little
water in it now. If it rains,
the river can sometimes
flow again. This is so
unusual that, when it
happens, people living in
the town come out just to
watch the river flow!

Alice Springs is a remote town in the outback

If you live in the outback, there might not be a school nearby. Some children have to
watch their lessons on DVDs and be taught by a teacher through a computer or over the
radio. Their teacher might be in a classroom hundreds of miles away.

At sunset Uluru glows with
an orange-red colour.
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Two hundred miles from Alice
Springs is an enormous and very
special rock. Uluru, which is also
called Ayers Rock, is a massive piece
of sandstone. If you walked all the
way around the outside of Uluru, it
would take over two hours! It would
also be very hot, so you would need to
walk very early in the morning, when
the temperatures are cooler. In the
light of a sunrise or sunset, Uluru
looks as if it is a beautiful deep
orange-red. e indigenous Australian
people respect it as a sacred site.
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Let’s Find Out About Australian Cities
Australia is a large commonwealth
split into six states: Western Australia,
Southern Australia, Queensland, New
South Wales, Victoria and Tasmania.
Tasmania is an island. Each state
has its own state constitution and
can make its own laws, in addition to
the Australian government’s laws.
Australia also has several territories,
the largest of which is called Northern
Territory, but states have more power
to govern themselves than territories.

Perth is the only large city on the
western side of Australia.

The boundaries between the states and territories are mostly in the desert, so they follow
the lines of meridians and parallels. The shape of Western Australia is either coastline or
the meridian 129° east of Greenwich. The 26th parallel south of the Equator is the border
between South Australia and the Northern Territory. The border between Queensland
and New South Wales is more wiggly because it follows the line of hills and mountains,
the Murray river and places where more people live.
Australia is a member of the Commonwealth of Nations, which is made up of more
than 50 countries, most of which were once part of the British Empire. All of these
countries are now independent and they control their own affairs, but their leaders like
to meet together on a friendly basis to discuss things. The head of the Commonwealth is
the Queen. Australia also has a special status as a realm, which means that the Queen is
their head of state – in other words, Elizabeth II is the Queen of Australia.
The big cities of Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane form an arc around the
south-east coast. Perth is in the west and Darwin and Cairns are in the north. Canberra,
the capital, is south of Sydney and about 90 miles inland, where dams were built on the
Molongo River to create a large lake. The water from the lakes that were created makes it
possible for people to live in this part of Australia.
On page 104 you can read about how
the explorer Captain James Cook reached
Australia in the eighteenth century. When
he arrived, there were people living there
already who became known as Aborigine

Learn about Charles
Darwin, after whom the
Australian city of Darwin
was named, on page 336.
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or Australian Aboriginal people.
‘Aboriginal’ comes from the Latin
words ab origine meaning ‘from the
beginning’. e Australian Aboriginal
people had been living there for so
long – probably over 50,000 years –
that, with the exception of people in
some parts of Africa, they have been
inhabiting the same land for longer
than anyone else on earth.
Cairns, on the north-east coast of
After the arrival of Captain Cook
Australia,
enjoys a tropical climate.
and his crew, the British government
began to send convicted criminals to
Australia. The prisons in Britain were getting too crowded, and so thousands of prisoners
were sent in ships to establish a colony at Botany Bay. This was called transportation, and
the convicts were made to do backbreaking farm work in the Australian sun with little
food and severe punishments. In the middle of the nineteenth century, lots more people
went to Australia in search of gold during a time called the gold rush. This is why many
people living in Australia can trace their family tree back to Britain and Ireland. Cities
like Melbourne and Sydney grew at this time when more people were moving to Australia.
Today, the Sydney Opera House and Harbour Bridge are famous landmarks that people
like to visit. In Melbourne there is a cricket ground that seats over 100,000 people and is
even bigger than Wembley!

The Sydney Opera House is a famous modern building that is an important
part of the city’s skyline, along with the Harbour Bridge.
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Amazing Australian Animals
Australia is home to many animals that cannot be
found anywhere else in the world. They evolved in
Australia, but could not migrate anywhere else
because the continent was surrounded by ocean.
Some, like kangaroos, koalas and wombats are called
marsupials. The name comes from an ancient Greek
word for a pouch, because the mothers carry their
young in a pouch on their tummies. The duck-billed
platypus is a mammal, like cows, dogs and human
beings, but the females lay eggs. (The platypus and
the echidna are the only mammals that lay eggs.) All
these animals might look cuddly but they can fight!
Australia’s snakes and spiders include some with
strong and dangerous venom.

Learn more about
evolution on page 333.

Koalas are marsupials
Off the Queensland coast, the Great Barrier Reef,
formed from the minerals left by thousands of tiny
corals, is home to many wonderful sea creatures,
such as tropical fish, turtles and clams.
The platypus is a very unusual
mammal as it lays eggs.

You can find turtles on the Great Barrier Reef.
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New Zealand

About two thousand kilometres east over the Tasman Sea
from Sydney and Tasmania is the country of New Zealand.
Like Australia, New Zealand is a member of the Commonwealth
of Nations and, also like Australia, it is a realm, so Queen
Elizabeth II is the head of state. New Zealand is made up of
two islands, North Island and South Island. Lying on the edge
of two tectonic plates, it is the site of several volcanoes, some
of which around Taupo are still active. Earthquakes only rarely
aﬀect the cities but are very serious when they do. Buildings
have to be strong enough to stay up when the earth feels a small
tremor. Near some of the volcanoes, underground water is
heated up until it bursts through the surface and forms a
geyser. e water is hot enough to burn you, and forms hot
pools of mud.
The Pohuto Geyser in Rotorua erupts to a height of up to 30 metres
on a regular basis, sometimes as often as 20 times a day.
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We learnt about a geyser called ‘Old Faithful’ in Year 2. Learn more
about geysers and see a photo of Rotorua’s hot springs on page 316.
Because New Zealand is so far out in the ocean, it was one of the last places where people
came to live. e Maori people were the first there, arriving by canoe from the Polynesian
Islands, probably around 700 years ago. Before New Zealand rugby matches, their national
team, called the All Blacks, performs a traditional Maori war-dance called the haka.

The All Blacks perform the haka before
each rugby match.

Before human beings arrived in
New Zealand, birds were not in
much danger of being caught and
eaten, so bird species like the moa
evolved flightless, meaning they had
wings but could not fly. When
people arrived and brought other
predators (animals that eat other
animals) like rats, these species were
in danger, because they couldn’t get
away from their attackers. e moa,
which was like a giant ostrich, is
now extinct. Can you see it on the
map? e other bird is a kiwi, which
is also flightless but did not become
extinct, probably because it is much
smaller and can run away! It is the
national symbol of New Zealand,
and New Zealanders are sometimes
called Kiwis!

In 2011 many people died and buildings were destroyed in Christchurch,
on the South Island, during an earthquake. This photograph shows the
ruins of the cathedral.

The South Pacific
The Pacific Ocean is enormous. If you hold your globe in a certain way, the Pacific covers
almost a hemisphere, with a thin ring of land around the edges.
There are no continents between Australia and America but there are some small
islands dotted across the ocean. New Zealand is bigger than most other islands. Hawaii,
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which is a state of the United States of
America, is a group of medium-sized
islands north of the Equator. The other
islands are small, especially in the south.
These islands were formed either by
volcanoes pushing molten rock up from
under the sea or from coral reefs like the
Great Barrier Reef.
They might look like the desert islands
you’ve seen in stories, with palm trees
and white sand, but they are often small
Fiji is known for its beautiful beaches
and in danger from tropical storms.
and palm trees.
Earthquakes under the sea can cause
tsunamis, which can send huge waves
right across a small island. The word means
Read more about
‘harbour wave’ in Japanese. See the Japanese print
earthquakes and
of The Great Wave Off Kanagawa, which shows a
tsunamis on page 311.
tsunami, on page 174.
Melanesia, which means Black Islands in Greek, is a group of islands including
New Guinea, Fiji, the Solomon Islands and many smaller islands. North of Melanesia
are the tiny islands of Micronesia. To the east of both Melanesia and Micronesia is a
large triangular area called Polynesia, which just means ‘many islands’ and includes Hawaii
and New Zealand. One of
these Polynesian islands,
Easter Island, is famous for
its statues with giant heads,
called moai. There are over
800 of them and they
represent the spirits of the
ancestors. They stand
around the edge of the
island, most of them
looking inland. They are
very heavy, weighing up to
80 tons, and the largest one
Easter Island is known for its giant statues.
is 10 metres high.
We don’t know how the islanders moved
them around.
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A great explorer:
James Cook (1728-1779)
In Year 4, we read about Francis Drake. He
sailed round the world, mostly in search of
treasure. Two hundred years later, James
Cook also went on several voyages around
the world. He was looking to find new lands
for his king and country, to make better
maps and to make scientific discoveries.
James Cook was the son of a Yorkshire
farm labourer who joined the Royal Navy in
search of adventure. He became one of the
James Cook
most accomplished sailors in Britain and
served in the Seven Years War in North
America. When the war was over, he used his
We learnt in Year 4
skills to survey, or measure, the new
how the Royal Society
territories that Britain had won from the
encouraged scientists
French in Canada. He became known as a
to share and discuss
man who was not only a very good sailor but
their discoveries
a scientist as well. While he was working
in Newfoundland, he witnessed an eclipse of
the sun. His observations of this were very
helpful to people who were making maps more accurate.
Cook’s first round-the-world voyage began in 1768. When he started, he
thought he was only going to Tahiti on his ship Endeavour to make astronomical
observations of the Sun, like the solar eclipse he had watched off Newfoundland
in 1766. The Royal Society wanted to know how far away the Sun was. They hoped
to calculate the distance by watching and timing the rare event of Venus passing
across the face of the Sun. (Remember never to look at the Sun directly. Solar
viewers are cheap and without one you can damage your eyesight.) Other
expeditions were being sent to Norway and Hudson Bay, in Canada, to watch the
same thing from other locations. If the timings of the event were different, it would
be because people were looking from different places. If you cover your left eye
and then your right, you will notice how what you see looks slightly different,
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because of the space between your eyes. Astronomer Edmond Halley worked out
a method to use this information from different places to calculate the distance to
the Sun.
Cook and his companions watched the journey that Venus made across the Sun
in Tahiti. They then received orders not to sail home but to explore further, in
search of the mysterious land of Terra Australis, or South Land, which people in
Europe thought must lie on the other side of the globe. Cook reached New Zealand
and made a map of its coast, sailing all the way around its two large islands. All
the while he took notes of how the land could be used. For example, he chose one
place as a good harbour for a settlement, and looked at the trees and plants to find
good ones for building ships and making sails. The Maori who lived there had
large canoes, sometimes carrying 100 people.
Next, Cook’s expedition force sailed to the eastern coast of Australia,
becoming the first Europeans to see it. Cook claimed the eastern part
of Australia as British territory and
named it New Wales (as there was
We first read about
already a New England in America). The
the great scientist
word ‘South’ was added later, so we now
Joseph Banks in Year 1.
know it as New South Wales.
Travelling with Cook was the botanist (plant scientist) called Joseph Banks, who
had a good eye for animals, too. In the very first place they landed, Joseph Banks
found so many different species of plants that Cook named the place Botany Bay
in Banks’s honour. In his journal, Banks recorded his observations of a strange
animal that they had seen for the first time called – a kangaroo:
Quadrupeds [four-footed mammals] we saw but few and were able to catch
few of them that we did see. The largest was called by the natives Kangooroo.
It is different from any European and indeed any animal I have heard or
read of except the Gerbua of Egypt , which is not larger than a rat when this
[the kangaroo] is as large as a midling [medium-sized] lamb; the largest we
shot weighed 84 lb. It may however be easily known from all other animals
by the singular property [unique habit] of running or rather hopping upon
only its hinder legs carrying its fore bent close to its breast; in this manner
however it hops so fast that in the rocky bad ground where it is commonly
found it easily beat my grey hound, who though he was fairly started at [set
to run after] several killed only one and that quite a young one.
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Whenever they caught a kangaroo, the
sailors ate it. They were hungry after all.
They tried eating the plants they found.
Some were good to eat and others made
them very ill.
Cook arrived home in 1771 but didn’t
stay long. By 1772 he was off around the
world again, still looking for that southern
continent and not realising that he had
already found it in Australia! He crossed
the Antarctic Circle. (Can you find that on
a globe?) No European before him had
travelled that far south, where in
midsummer the sun stays up all night but
at midwinter it never comes up at all. He
This was one of the first
didn’t reach Antarctica but discovered
illustrations of a kangaroo,
several other places, like New Caledonia in
made during the Cook
the Pacific Ocean and South Georgia in the
expedition.
southern Atlantic Ocean. He made detailed
maps as he went. Always the scientist, he wrote about how few of his sailors died
of a disease called scurvy. He thanked his supply of sauerkraut – shredded, pickled
cabbage, containing some vitamin C – but it also helped that he frequently took
on fresh food at the islands he visited. He was given a medal by the Royal Society
for his work on scurvy.
A third voyage headed north, trying, as Francis Drake had tried before him, to
find a northern sea passage from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, which would
avoid the stormy and dangerous trip around the tip of South America. Cook found
the Bering Strait between America and Asia but the route was blocked by ice. Cook
decided to spend the winter in Hawaii before trying to find the northern sea passage
again the following year. Unfortunately, his life came to a sad end there in 1779 when
an argument broke out with the islanders over a stolen boat. A Hawaiian chief was
shot in a struggle and Cook and his men were chased to a beach. ey scrambled to
get back to their ship, but Cook stayed on the beach too long and was clubbed to
death. ere is a monument to Captain Cook in the grounds of his house in
Buckinghamshire, but his most important memorial is the map of the South Atlantic,
which he helped to draw for us.
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Can you spot where Captain Cook went to observe the eclipse of the sun in 1766?
And the transit of Venus across the sun in 1769? (The tiny black dot is Venus!)
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World History
The Rise of Islam
The word Islam [IHS-lahm] means submission in the Arabic language, and for those who
believe in the religion of Islam, it means submission to one God. Islam is a religion
practised by more than a billion people around the world today and by almost three
million people in the United Kingdom. We call these people Muslims.
Muslims follow the teachings of Muhammad [mu-HAMM-ad], who lived on the
Arabian Peninsula during the medieval period, from 570 to 632. Muslims believe that
about 1,400 years ago, in the city of Mecca [MEK-kah], Muhammad received the word of
God, whom they name Allah [ah-LAH], the Arabic word for God.

The Prophet Muhammad
Muhammad was born in Mecca. Mecca was home to a holy building called the Ka‘ba
[KAH-bah]. In Muhammad’s time, travellers who came to Mecca filled the Ka‘ba with
idols, or statues, of the many gods they worshipped. Local merchants wanted this practice
to continue, because every traveller
bringing an idol to the Ka‘ba also
spent money while visiting Mecca.
Muhammad was a trader himself.
He loved his neighbours and his city,
but he was uncomfortable with the
way people were worshipping many
gods and filling the Ka‘ba with idols.
To think over his concerns, he went
alone into the mountains to meditate.
According to Islamic tradition,
as Muhammad was meditating in
a cave on Mount Hira, the Angel
Gabriel appeared to him and
ordered Muhammad to read some
new religious verses which were the
direct word of Allah. Muhammad

The Ka’ba in Mecca is a holy site
for Muslims
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began to read the verses, and continued to visit the cave for many years, during which he
was given more and more verses to read.
Several years later, Muhammad is said to have undergone another miraculous
experience. Muslims believe that Muhammad was taken up into the sky by angels.
He travelled to Jerusalem, where he prayed with earlier prophets, including Abraham and
Jesus. As he stood on a rock in the city of
Jerusalem, he ascended (or went up) into
See the Dome
heaven and received God’s instruction to tell
of the Rock
people to pray five times a day. Muslims later
on page 161.
built a large shrine called the Dome of the
Rock in Jerusalem to commemorate this
great event.

Trouble in Mecca
Muhammad began telling people in Mecca about his experiences and the ideas that were
coming to him. At the time, the people of Mecca followed various religions. There were
some Jews and Christians who believed in a single God, but there were many others who
worshipped many gods. Muhammad’s insistence that there was only one God upset some
of these people, and they tried to stop him from spreading his message. But Muhammad
continued sharing his ideas. Gradually, more people came to believe that he was a
true prophet.
Muhammad taught that every action or thought should be guided by the will of God.
He urged Muslims to see themselves as God’s creatures, placed on earth to serve God and
humanity. He told his followers that God judges people’s actions when they die. If they have
done good things in life, they will be rewarded; if they have done evil, they will be punished.
At first, Islam was just a local religion with a few followers, but as Islamic ideas spread,
Muhammad and his followers came into conflict with the powerful merchants in Mecca.
These traders made a living by welcoming visitors to Mecca and trading with them. They
thought these visitors might not come to Mecca anymore if they heard that Muhammad
was preaching that there was only one God. Finally, they forced Muhammad to leave the
city. In 622, he and his followers moved north to a city that is now called Medina.
Muhammad’s journey to Medina is called the Hijra [hidj-ra]. It is a very important
event in the history of Islam – so important that it is the starting point for the Muslim
calendar. Muslims will describe an event by saying how many years after the Hijra it
happened, in the same way that Christians will refer to events happening after the birth
of Jesus.
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The Hijra also led to the construction of the first mosque [MOSK], or Muslim place of
worship. The night he arrived in Medina, Muhammad began to build a rough structure,
now considered the first mosque of Islam.

There are mosques all over the world. Mosques have minarets [minah-RETS], or towers from which a holy man calls the faithful to prayer
five times a day. Before entering a mosque, Muslims must remove their
shoes and wash at a special fountain. They sit on rugs laid down on
the mosque floor in a room designed to face toward Mecca. When the
prayer leader arrives, the faithful stand, raise their hands together
above their heads and follow a series of prayer movements. They end
by kneeling and lowering their heads to the ground.

These are minarets of the Mosque and Khanqah of Emir Shaykhu,
which are important places of worship Egypt.
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Muhammad’s Return
In Medina, Muhammad continued to hear messages from Allah. Muhammad expected
all people in Medina, no matter what their religion, to live in peace and harmony. Some
of the Jews in Medina refused to accept Muhammad as the leader of the city. Soldiers of
Mecca were trying to attack Medina and take it over, and these Jews in Medina had been
helping the armies from Mecca. That made it even harder for Muhammad and the Jews
to agree. Finally, in 630, Muhammad himself led an army in a raid on Mecca. His goal
was to rid the city of people who worshipped many gods.
Muhammad and his men took Mecca without much fighting. Muhammad removed all
the idols from the Ka‘ba and dedicated the temple to the worship of the one God of Islam.
Two years after restoring the Ka‘ba to the worship of one God, Muhammad delivered
his last sermon. He asked his followers to obey God and treat each other with justice and
kindness. After giving this sermon, Muhammad felt that his life was complete. He returned
to Medina and died at the age of 63.

The Qur’an
While Muhammad was alive, many of
his followers committed to memory the
verses he had received from Gabriel. After
Muhammad died, his followers wrote down
these verses, which Muslims believe are the
exact words spoken by Allah. They are still
studied today, written down in a book called
the Qur’an [kohr-AN].
The Qur’an is the holy book of the Islamic
religion. Its title means ‘the recitation’, and
it recalls the instruction given to Muhammad
by Gabriel to repeat Allah’s words. The
Qur’an is written in Arabic. Muslims prefer
to study it in its original language, even if
they do not speak Arabic. Because Muslims
believe that the Qur’an contains the actual
words of God, learning to read and recite
those words is an act of worship.
This girl is reading the Qur’an.
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See a decorated prayer from the Qur’an on page 162.

Some of the important words of Islam can be spelt in different ways.
Qur’an is sometimes spelt Koran, Mecca is also spelt Makkah, and
Ka’ba is sometimes written as Kaaba. Muslim is sometimes spelt as
Moslem and Muhammad as Mohammed.

The Five Pillars of Islam
Devoted Muslims compare their religion to a building that is supported by five pillars.
The Five Pillars of Islam are five rules that form the central philosophy of the Islamic faith.

The First Pillar: Shahada [sha-HA-dah] in Arabic
As a statement of their faith, Muslims say: ‘There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is
his Prophet.’ This simple statement is the basis of all Muslim belief. It is the first thing
whispered into a child’s ear when he or she is born and the last thing a Muslim hopes to
speak at the moment of death.
Friday is a
special day
of worship
for Muslims.
These Muslim
people are
praying at
Imam Mosque
in Iran.

The Second Pillar: Salat [sah-LAHT] in Arabic
Salat means prayer. Muslims recite prayers at dawn, midday, afternoon, evening and
night. At each of these five times of day, they stop what they are doing to bow down in
worship in the direction of Mecca.
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The Third Pillar: Sawm [sowm] in Arabic
Sawm means fasting, or going without food and drink. Muslims fast during daylight hours
throughout the holy month that they call Ramadan [rah-mah-DAHN]. Muslims believe
fasting brings spiritual rewards. When the fast is over, at the end of Ramadan, Muslims
celebrate with a festival.

The Fourth Pillar: Zakat [ZACK-at] in Arabic
Through zakat, or giving to others,
Muslims share and show kindness in
a practical way to those less fortunate.
Zakat is one of the most
important aspects of Muslim
worship. This group of poor
people is waiting patiently
outside a hotel for the
benefactor to deliver zakat:
a free meal in this case!

The Fifth Pillar: Hajj [hadj] in Arabic
The Hajj is a word for the pilgrimage, or religious journey, to Mecca. All healthy Muslims
are expected to make a pilgrimage to Mecca at least once in their lives. Today, about three
million Muslims go to Mecca every year.

Spreading the Word of Islam
After Muhammad’s death, Muslims began conquering other lands, taking over territories
so that they could govern them according to the rules of their religion. One by one, the
great cities of the ancient Middle East – Damascus in Syria, Antioch in Turkey, Tyre in
Lebanon and Jerusalem in today’s Israel – were taken over by Muslims. Islamic armies
and settlers pushed east and reached India and China after many years. Others pushed
west through Egypt and across North Africa. In 711, Muslims crossed the Mediterranean
Sea and moved into what is now Spain. Seeking to expand their influence, they began
marching over the Pyrenees mountains to France, but in 732 French soldiers met and
stopped them near Poitiers.
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It’s hard to imagine a world without 1, 2 or 3. But do you remember
that the Romans used other numerals? They wrote I for 1, V for 5 and
X for 10. In our daily life, we use Arabic numerals, used by Muslim
scholars from the Arab world, who may have learned them from
scholars in India. Muslims introduced these symbols to Europeans.
Nowadays, the whole world uses Arabic numerals.

Muslims lived in Spain for the next seven centuries. They built strong forts, beautiful
mosques and graceful palaces, like the Alhambra (see page 159). They developed irrigation
systems to grow their crops better and brought plants to Spain from all over the world:
cherries, apples, pears, almonds, sugar cane and bananas.
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e Angel Gabriel urged Muhammad to read, and reading and learning have been
important in the Islamic religion ever since. Spain’s city of Córdoba became a great centre
of Muslim learning and culture. Muslim scholars studied the Qur’an along with other
works of science and philosophy from many cultures, including ancient Greece.
The Muslim philosopher Avicenna (in Arabic, Ibn Sina), who lived in the country of
Persia (today’s Iran) from 980 to 1037, wrote medical books that influenced doctors
for generations.

The Great Mosque of Córdoba in Spain later became a cathedral. This
mosque-cathedral is an example of Islamic architecture in Western Europe.

The Crusades
Three different religions considered Palestine, the land that included Jerusalem, a Holy
Land. It was the home of King David, an ancient leader of the Jewish people, and the place
where the ancient Jewish king Solomon had built his temple. Therefore, the Jews
considered Jerusalem a holy city. Since Christians believed that Jesus was crucified, buried
and resurrected in Jerusalem, they also considered it a holy city in their religion.
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Muhammad had visited the city as well and, according to Islamic belief, rose up into the
heavens during that visit. Therefore, Muslims considered Jerusalem a very important holy
city in their religion.
Muslims took over Jerusalem as early as the seventh century. There they lived peacefully
with those of other religions until about 1000 A.D., when their leader encouraged his people
to destroy the Holy Sepulchre [SEPP-uhl-ker], considered by Christians to be the tomb
of Jesus. In 1095 the Pope, leader of the Western Christian church, declared that Christians
should go to war to reclaim the city of Jerusalem and the important Christian monuments
in it. He called for a Crusade, a war to win the Holy Land for Christianity.
Christians from all over
Europe armed themselves
and started on the long
journey east. To capture
Jerusalem in 1099, Christian
soldiers had to fight many
fierce battles. Over the next
200 years, many passionate
Christians travelled to the
Holy Land. Some entered
Jerusalem peacefully, but
some attacked. This long
series of conflicts over the
Holy Land and the city
of Jerusalem is called the
Crusades.

Saladin’s expert fighting won him the city of
Jerusalem in 1187, and Christian Crusaders
bowed down to him. However, Richard I later
tried to take it back during Third Crusade.

The word crusade comes from the Latin
word for cross. The Christian soldiers
fighting in these wars were called
Crusaders. The Muslims called these wars the Frankish invasions.
Frankish is another word for French, but the Muslims used it to refer
to all Western Europeans, whom they saw as invading their territory.
We learnt about the
Crusades in Year 3.
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One of the most famous meetings during the Crusades took place in 1192, when King
Richard I of England (called Richard the Lionheart) met Saladin of Egypt, a mighty
Muslim leader. Richard won his name ‘lionheart’ because of his bravery and eagerness to
fight. He joined with the King of France to lead a Crusade to the Holy Land. It is known
as the Third Crusade.
Saladin had become the most powerful Muslim of his time by conquering territory in
North Africa. In 1187, he had captured Jerusalem. As Richard’s small army approached
the city, Saladin’s troops surprised them outside the city gates. Even after his horse was
killed beneath him, Richard the Lionheart kept fighting. Saladin, admiring Richard’s
courage, sent him more horses. Saladin had such respect for Richard the Lionheart that,
even though he won the war, he agreed not to destroy things sacred to Christians and
agreed to let Christians make safe pilgrimages to Jerusalem.
The Crusades involved long and bloody battles and cost many lives, but they also
opened up communication between Europe and the Middle East. More trade and travel
happened between these two parts of the world than ever before, and the geography,
culture and learning of the Middle East became more widely known.

Paris

We saw this map of
the Third Crusade
in Year 3.
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British History
Why was Great Britain Created?
The Last Stuart
Do you remember studying the Glorious
Revolution? It was called ‘glorious’ because in
1688 parliament peacefully chose a new king and
queen, without any of the terrible fighting that
had taken place during the English Civil War
earlier in the century. James II had been
removed as King because he was a Catholic who
was trying to make England a Catholic country
again, so his Protestant daughter Mary II and her
Dutch husband William III staged a peaceful
invasion of England and took the throne. There
were battles in Scotland and Ireland, where
many people did not accept the new King and
Queen, but most people in England welcomed
the new arrangement.

King William III

Mary died six years later, but William carried
on as king until 1702 when his horse tripped
over a molehill and he was thrown to the
ground. He broke his collarbone, caught
pneumonia and died. William and Mary had
been unable to have children, so the crown
passed to Mary’s sister Anne. Queen Anne was
the last monarch of the House of Stuart.
Anne was desperate to have a son who could
succeed her as king, but although she became
pregnant eighteen times, none of her children
survived long enough. Despite her troubles,
Anne was a wise and important queen. It was
during her reign that England won a great
victory over her old enemy France, and the
nation of Great Britain was created.

Queen Anne
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The Creation of ‘Great Britain’
Parliament was very worried about Queen Anne’s lack of children. Her half-brother, the
former James II who had been removed from the throne and was now called James Stuart,
believed that he was the rightful king of England. The kings of France and Spain thought
James Stuart should be king of England too. However, he was a Catholic. So the year before
Anne became queen, Parliament searched Europe for her nearest living Protestant relative
who could succeed her. In Germany they found a lady called Sophia of Hanover, who was
the grand-daughter of James I. Parliament passed a law in 1701 called the Act of
Settlement. It declared that when Anne died, the English crown would pass to her distant
German cousin Sophia.
Most people in England were happy with this settlement, but the Scottish people were
not. Since 1603 the same monarch ruled Scotland and England but they had remained
different countries. The Scots were furious that they were not consulted about Sophia
succeeding Queen Anne, and many Scots liked the idea of being ruled by James Stuart.
So, in 1703 the Scottish Parliament declared that when Queen Anne died, they would
choose their own monarch.

Queen Anne is presented with the Act of Union.
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The English were very worried about this development. They knew that if James Stuart
became King of Scotland, he could raise an army to invade England and take back the
throne that many claimed was rightfully his. The English proposed that Scotland and
England should become one country, sharing one monarch and one
Parliament based in Westminster. At first the Scots disliked this idea.
However, the Scottish leaders were slowly won round with the help of some
very generous bribes! On the 1 May 1707, the Act of Union was passed.

In Year 1 we saw how the flags of
England and Scotland were put
together to create the Union Flag.
The Irish flag (St Patrick’s cross)
was added to it later, making it the
Union Jack that we know today.
Union Jack

St George’s
Cross

St Andrew’s
Cross

St Patrick’s
Cross

Union Flag of
England and
Scotland

The first article of the Act of Union declared that the
two kingdoms of England and Scotland would become
one kingdom. The United Kingdom of Great Britain had
been created. The Act also described the flag that this new
country would use, combining the diagonal white cross
of St Andrew (patron saint of Scotland), and the red cross
of St George (patron saint of England).
Queen Anne was thrilled, and led a grand procession
to St Paul’s Cathedral. She declared that the Scottish and
the English must now ‘have hearts disposed to become
one people’.
Queen Anne’s Heraldic badge included
the English rose and the Scottish thistle.
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John Churchill
It may seem boastful that this new country was
called ‘Great’ Britain, but this was not the intention.
The ‘Great’ was meant to distinguish it from the
area of North-West France known as Brittany.
However, it would prove to be a fitting description.
The one hundred years after the Act of Union saw
Britain grow from being an unstable, unimportant
island off continental Europe to become the most
powerful nation in the world. The first step was
taken by a soldier called John Churchill, the Duke
of Marlborough, who many say is the greatest
military leader Britain has ever produced.
John Churchill was an extremely successful
British military leader.

The Duke of Marlborough is signing the dispatch at Blenheim.
120

2 UK Year 5 H&G_CK5 07/07/2014 14:55 Page 121

History and Geography

During the reign of Queen Anne, the French King Louis XIV controlled much of Europe.
He wanted his grandson Phillip to be king of Spain, but the Dutch, the English and the
Germans did not want the power of Louis XIV to grow even greater. is caused the War
of Spanish Succession. e Duke of Marlborough led an army of soldiers from several
countries, who called themselves the allies because they were allied, or united, against Louis
XIV. ey won a famous victory at a German village named Blenheim in 1704. e French
army was camping outside the village, so Marlborough’s army marched through the night
and surprised them by attacking at 8 A.M. In the battle, 20,000 French troops were killed,
compared with 12,000 allies. e people of England were overjoyed by the news of
Marlborough’s victory.
The Duke of Marlborough
became a great national hero
and was given land near
Oxford to build himself a
magnificent house. He called it
Blenheim Palace. Nearly two
hundred years later, a
descendant of John Churchill,
the first Duke of Marlborough,
was born in that palace. He was
named Winston Churchill. He
was not the Duke of
Blenheim Palace
Marlborough, but he became a very important Prime Minister who led Britain and her
allies to victory in the Second World War.

Monarchs of the House of Hanover
George I reigned for 13 years from 1714 to 1727
George II reigned for 33 years from 1727 to 1760
George III reigned for 60 years from 1760 to 1820
George IV reigned for 10 years from 1820 to 1830
William IV reigned for 7 years from 1830 to 1837
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How Did Parliamentary Government Develop?
George I
Queen Anne died in 1714. Sophia of Hanover
was supposed to become queen, but she had died
one month earlier. Instead, the crown passed to
her son Georg Ludwig, the Elector of Hanover.
This was called the Hanoverian Succession.

George I

Georg Ludwig arrived in London on 18
September and was crowned George I of Great
Britain. For many people, it was a strange sight.
There were 57 other descendants of James I with
a better claim to the throne than him, but they
were all Catholics. So, he was plucked from
ruling the small German state of Hanover to
become the King of Great Britain. He had only
visited England once in his life and spoke no
English. He took little interest in England, and
spent a lot of time going back to visit Hanover.

James Stuart, who had been James II, was dead by this time, but his son, also called
James Stuart, still believed he should be king, and many people in England secretly agreed.
They called themselves Jacobites (a name taken from Jacobus, the Latin word for ‘James’)
and planned an uprising against George I. In the north of Scotland, in an area known as
the Highlands, the fierce ‘clan’ warriors were some of the most dedicated Jacobites. Led
by an Englishman called the Earl of Mar, they organised an army to rebel against George
I and put James Stuart on the throne. James Stuart arrived from France, but he did not
seem like he would make a good king. He was shy, unfriendly and a bad soldier. The
Jacobite uprising, known as ‘The Fifteen’ because it took place in 1715, was a failure. James
Stuart quickly gave up and went to live in Italy, but the Jacobites kept on plotting for many
years to get a Stuart back on the throne.

The First Prime Minister?
George I spent a lot of time in Hanover, which was his home. He was not so interested in
what was going on in Britain and, as a result, he relied on his ministers, who were normally
members of parliament, to make the decisions. From now on, the monarch reigned but
ministers ruled. This suited parliament very well.
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Robert Walpole was a farmer from Norfolk and a
member of parliament. He loved drinking and eating
and he also loved money and power: he wanted to
become the most powerful politician in Britain.
Walpole was not an honest man: he would bribe
other politicians to get his way, but he was good at
his job. He became Chancellor of the Exchequer and
First Lord of the Treasury, as he had a reputation for
being very good at managing money. He knew how
to get members of parliament to do what he wanted,
oen by bribing them or by giving positions to his
friends and relatives, and he could get parliament to
agree to any laws he wanted to pass. As a result,
people began referring to him as the prime minister,
even though there was no such job at the time.
‘Prime’ means ‘first’, and from this time on, whoever
was the most important politician in the government
would be referred to as the prime minister.

Robert Walpole is talking
to the Speaker of the
House of Commons.

Walpole was popular with George I and with his son, George II, who gave him a house:
number 10 Downing Street, near to parliament. Walpole recommended that the house
should be used by whoever was First Lord of the Treasury, instead of belonging to him
personally. The Prime Minister lives at number 10 Downing Street to this day, and on the
front door are painted the words ‘First Lord of the Treasury’.

George II
In 1727 King George I died and his son
became King George II. At first, George II
did not like Robert Walpole because he
thought he had become too powerful.
However, Walpole had become good friends
with George II’s wife, Queen Caroline, and
promised that parliament would give the
King more money if he could keep his job.
George II had to agree.

George II

Walpole’s main ambition as Prime
Minister was to keep Britain out of any
foreign wars, as they were very expensive and
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meant that taxes had to go up. He was successful for nearly twenty years, and Britain grew
wealthier as her foreign trade flourished. This was a happy period in Britain’s history, but
Walpole’s peace could not last forever and, in 1739, war with Spain broke out. However,
his achievements had a lasting impact. Walpole strengthened parliamentary government,
which meant that the King had to share power with his ministers in Parliament. In 1755
George II complained: ‘Ministers are the kings in this country, I am nothing there.’

How Were the Stuarts Finally Defeated?
Bonnie Prince Charlie
By 1745, the British army was busy fighting the
French in the War of Austrian Succession. The
Jacobites took this opportunity to stage one last
rebellion. In the wild moors of the Scottish
Highlands, the dream that a Stuart might once
again rule Scotland and England lived on. The
Highlands were ruled by ancient ‘clans’, each
led by a clan ‘chief ’. The clansmen were mostly
poor farmers, but they were also fierce
warriors.
The Jacobites found a new hope in James
Stuart’s eldest son, Charles Edward Stuart. He
was likeable, he inspired people and he was a
good soldier. He was also very good looking, so
his Highland supporters named him ‘Bonnie
Prince Charlie’. Prince Charlie landed in
Scotland in July 1745 and the Highland clans
‘Bonnie Prince Charlie’
rushed to welcome him. The Highlanders wore
Scottish tartan and caps with white cockades and armed themselves with traditional
Scottish swords called claymores. With these soldiers, Prince Charlie won a series of
victories in Scotland, and by November his 6,000 men were marching south towards
London. With most of his army fighting in Europe, King George II was terrified. He even
loaded a boat on the Thames with treasure ready to escape to Hanover.
For years, Jacobites had held secret meetings across Britain where they toasted their
‘rightful’ king and plotted rebellion. Prince Charlie expected that, when he invaded, all of
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these secret Jacobites would rush to his support. In reality, most of them were not brave
enough to commit treason and stayed at home. Prince Charlie marched as far south as
Derby, but his soldiers grew disappointed and missed the Highlands. They turned around
and marched all the way back to Scotland.

The Battle of Culloden
By now, George II had raised an army, led by his son the Duke of Cumberland, and put a
price of £30,000 on the head of Prince Charlie. Cumberland’s red-coated soldiers
shadowed the retreating Jacobites to the Highlands of Scotland, where they met for a final
battle on Culloden Moor in April 1746. Cumberland tore apart the Jacobite army with his
cannons and cavalry, and they were easily defeated.

The Battle of Culloden
Bonnie Prince Charlie escaped from the battlefield, and for weeks he hid in the moors
of Scotland. A beautiful young woman named Flora MacDonald found him and planned
his escape. She disguised him as her Irish maid and, under the name Betty Burke, he took
a boat to the Isle of Skye and from there to France.
Bonnie Prince Charlie spent the rest of his life
in Italy, where he died on 30 January 1788. The
Hanoverians were now safely established as Britain’s
new royal family as there were no more Stuarts who
could take back the throne.

You can sing
the Skye Boat
Song on page 197.
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How Did Britain Gain an Empire?
Global Trade
Do you remember studying the exploration of the ‘New
World’ during the 1500s and 1600s? In the years that
followed, European merchants began to trade with these
far-off lands. In order to improve their trade, European
countries would take over territories in the New World.
They built forts and towns for merchants and soldiers to
live in, and these territories became known as colonies. By
1750, Britain had established colonies in West Africa, North
America, South America, the Caribbean and India.

Canadian bearskin has been used
to make these bearskin hats
worn by the Queen’s Guard.
During the peace of the early eighteenth
century, Britain’s overseas trade flourished.
Ports such as Liverpool, Glasgow and
Bristol became very rich, and beautiful
houses were built for the wealthy
merchants and their families. However,
such trade was not easy. European nations
would argue over who could trade where,
so small wars constantly broke out and
profits were lost. Britain decided that to
continue their profitable global trade they
would have to rule the seas.
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We learnt
about Sir Walter
Raleigh in Year 3
and Sir Francis
Drake in Year 4.

British merchants would exchange
British-made goods for new exotic luxuries.
From Canada they would buy beaver and
bear skins; from America tobacco and
cotton; from the Caribbean sugar; from
South Asia spices such as pepper, ginger
and cinnamon; from China tea and cups to
drink it from which they decided to call
‘china’; and from Africa they would buy
slaves − you will read about the slave trade
later in this chapter.

Teacups and saucers like these were
imported to Britain from China.
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The Seven Years War
In 1756, the French invaded a British colony off the coast of Spain called Minorca.
A member of parliament called William Pitt was very angry. He was a good speaker and
was loved by the British people. He made passionate speeches in Parliament calling for
war with France, and the King was forced to make Pitt Prime Minister.

British ships in the Seven Years War fought battles around
the world, including this one near Havana, Cuba.
Pitt took Britain into a new war against France that lasted until 1763, so it was called
the Seven Years War. Although the Seven Years War was between nations in Europe, the
battles were fought in trading colonies all around the world. There were conflicts in Africa,
India, North America, South America and the Philippine Islands.

Canada
One of the most important victories of the war was won in Canada. By 1756, Britain ruled
thirteen colonies along the eastern shore of North America. However, France controlled the
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land to the north, south and west of these colonies. e British were worried that the French
would close in on their colonies and take control of the whole continent. So, Pitt chose a
flamboyant and ruthless General called James Wolfe to take Canada from the French.
The centre of French rule in Canada was a well-defended city called Quebec. It was
situated on the St Lawrence River, on top of a sheer cliff called the Heights of Abraham.
The St Lawrence River was full of rocks and shallow sand, but Wolfe carefully sailed 8,000
soldiers up the river to an island outside the city where they landed. The Heights of
Abraham looked impossibly steep, but Wolfe found a narrow pathway up the cliffs. At
the dead of night, he sent the Highland Fusiliers, who were well used to such mountainous
terrain, up the pathway for a surprise attack on the French. A fierce battle ensued. Wolfe
was shot twice but carried on fighting. On the third shot, he hit the ground and died. The
British kept fighting and won the Battle of Quebec. The enormous North American
territory of New France now became part of the British Empire.

This famous painting shows the death of General Wolfe.

India
In 1600, the British formed the East India Company so that wealthy merchants could trade
for goods such as tea, cotton and silk. By 1750, the Company had a series of coastal trading
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An artist shows a British officer riding in an Indian procession.
colonies in Madras, Calcutta, Surat and Bombay. The British merchants were very
respectful of the Indian people: they adopted their food and dress, married Indian women
and learned about their customs and habits.
However, by the time of the Seven Years War, the mighty Mughal Empire which had
ruled India was crumbling, and India was breaking up into smaller states run by princes.
One Prince, called the Nawab of Bengal, disliked the growing British power in Calcutta.
He allied with the French, and together they captured Fort William − the British trading
post in Calcutta. A fiercely ambitious British soldier named Robert Clive, who was
stationed in Madras, took action. In 1757 he marched a small army of 3,200 soldiers to
Bengal to face the Nawab’s 40,000 soldiers at the Battle of Plassey. The Nawab’s army were
crushed by Clive’s artillery.
After the Battle of Plassey, increasing numbers of British troops were sent to India to
support the East India Company. British officials became more involved in the
government of India, and expanded their power throughout the former Mughal Empire.
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Rule Britannia
The British sometimes described 1759 as the
‘year of miracles’. By the end of the war,
Britain had gained territories in Canada,
North America, West Africa, the Philippines
and India. The British Empire was born.
The Empire would last for two hundred
years, but its legacy has been a source of
disagreement. Did the Empire help foreign
countries progress, or did it cause great
human suffering? This is something you
will consider next year.
William Pitt became a national hero for
leading his nation through the Seven Years
War. The Union Jack flag could be seen
flying in celebration of each military victory
and British people began to celebrate
‘Britannia’ − a female figure used to
represent the growing Empire. In 1740, there
was the first ever performance of the song
‘Rule Britannia’, with the words: ‘Rule,
Britannia! rule the waves: Britons never will
be slaves.’ The British refused to be slaves,
but they did not see a problem with forcing
millions of people in other countries to be
ruled by them.

You can see this statue of
Britannia in Plymouth.
‘Rule Britannia’ is sung every
year at the Last Night of the
Proms, together with ‘Land of
Hope and Glory’ that we
read about in Year 4.

Life as a British Seaman
During the eighteenth century, the Royal Navy grew into the most effective fighting force
in the world. In 1700, it contained 270 warships but by 1805 there were 950. To provide
all these warships with their crews, Parliament sent ‘press gangs’ around Britain to carry
out impressment. Impressment meant forcing men to serve in the Royal Navy and it was
extremely unpopular.
The life of a Royal Navy sailor was very hard. Trapped at sea for months on end, they
would have to live on a diet of salt meat, stale water and hard biscuits full of maggots
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and weevils. Many sailors died of a disease called scurvy. It would cause your gums to
bleed and rot, and your teeth to fall out. The disease was caused by a lack of vitamin C,
so British sailors were made to eat lemons and limes to prevent it. As a result, they were
nicknamed ‘limeys’.
Punishments were fierce. The most infamous was flogging with the cat-o’-nine-tails.
This was a whip made up of nine knotted cords designed to cut the skin and inflict terrible
pain. The punishment would be delivered for something as small as falling asleep on duty,
and the whole crew would gather on deck to watch. Some sailors found their treatment
unbearable, and would occasionally mutiny, or refuse to follow their officers’ orders and
take control of the ship.
Nevertheless, for many
young men, joining the
navy was a chance to see the
world and make a large
amount of money. Sailors
who rose to the rank of
‘able
seamen’
were
extremely proud of their
profession. They would
wear colourful clothing,
extravagant hairstyles, gold
jewellery and – having
learnt the art from the
Polynesian societies of the
South Pacific – tattoos.
After months at sea, they
would land at a port,
drink lots of rum and
have enormous celebrations.
It was a hard life, but
one full of adventure
and excitement.
The HMS Victory
was Admiral Nelson’s
ship at the Battle
of Trafalgar.
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How Did America Gain Independence
from the British Empire?
The Thirteen Colonies
When the British arrived in North
America, they brought diseases such
as smallpox and measles that wiped
out much of the Native American
population. The land was easily
occupied by British settlers. The first
English colony was established in
1607 and named Jamestown, after
James I. By 1770, there were thirteen
British colonies in North America
with a population of around two
million settlers.

These men show what it might have
been like to live in Williamsburg,
Virginia during the eighteenth century.

e names of these colonies, which
are now parts of the United States of
America, oen reveal their British connection: Virginia (aer Elizabeth I, known as the
Virgin Queen); Georgia (aer George II); Carolina (aer Charles II, whose name in Latin
was Carolus); and Maryland (aer Henrietta Maria, the Queen of Charles I). e American
colonists were British subjects, who lived by the laws of the Parliament and shared British
rights and freedoms. However, the Seven Years War would break this relationship.

Taxation without Representation
Fighting the Seven Years War had cost a huge amount of money, and the British national
debt rose to £140 million. In 1760, George III became King. Unlike George I and II, he
spoke English as a first language and claimed: ‘I glory in the name of Briton.’ However,
he was stubborn and not very clever, and frequently argued with his minsters. It was
decided that the American colonists should help with the national debt by paying more
taxes. The war, the government claimed, was fought to protect the colonies from the
French, so why should the colonies not now pay for some of the cost?
This decision made the colonists extremely angry. They believed that parliament could
not force American colonists to pay taxes because the colonies were not represented
by members of parliament in London. Colonists protested, held meetings and cried out:
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‘No taxation without representation.’ The
British were worried and sent the army to
Boston, Massachusetts, in 1768.
Boston is a city in the North East of America.
In March 1770, a group of Bostonians started
taunting British troops. e troops shot into
the crowd and killed five colonists. e event
was named the Boston Massacre and news of it
spread throughout America.

Paul Revere engraved and printed
this image of the Boston Massacre.

Three years later, there was even more
protest in Boston. The British declared that
Americans could only buy tea from the East
India Company, which charged a very high
price. In angry resistance, a group called the
Sons of Liberty dressed up as Native
Americans, boarded the merchants’ ships in
Boston harbour and dumped all of the 342
crates of tea overboard. The sea turned black
with tea.
King George III and his parliament were
furious, and passed even more laws limiting
the rights and freedoms of the American
colonists. Colonists called the new laws the
Intolerable Acts, because they could not
tolerate or put up with them.

Declaration of Independence
The American colonists pleaded with George
III to give them the same rights and privileges
as those people who lived in Britain, but he
would not change his mind. ey began to
The Boston Tea Party
realise that if they wanted to be free, they
would have to break away from British rule.
Representatives from all of the thirteen colonies met in a city called Philadelphia. ey
chose a shy but highly educated lawyer from Virginia called omas Jeﬀerson to write a
letter to King George III announcing that America was to break away from British rule.
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Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson and others
drew up the Declaration of Independence in 1776.
It was signed on the 4 July 1776, and called the Declaration of Independence.
The Declaration stated:

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal,

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights,
that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

Americans see the signing of this document on 4 July as the birth of their country and
celebrate it as Independence Day every year.

American War of Independence
King George III was not willing to let go of these profitable colonies, so a war was fought
for nearly eight years between Britain and the American colonists. It was much like a
civil war, and many in Britain opposed it because they felt they were fighting their own
fellow-countrymen.
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e war began when British soldiers
planned to raid a store of guns and
ammunition in a town called Lexington.
An American spy called Paul Revere learnt
about these plans and rode through the
night telling every town he passed ‘the
redcoats are coming!’ (Soldiers in the
British army wore bright red uniforms and
were known as redcoats as a result.) When
the British arrived in Lexington, colonial
militiamen were ready to meet them. ey
During Paul Revere’s ride,
were not trained soldiers like the British
he let everyone know
troops but volunteers with little or no
‘the redcoats are coming!’
experience of warfare. As the British
redcoats marched towards the militiamen, a shot was fired. A poet called Ralph Waldo
Emerson wrote that this was ‘the shot heard round the world’.
The American leaders chose a man named George Washington to take command of
their army. He had fought for the British during the Seven Years War; he was an intelligent
general and an inspiring leader. The Americans had only 15,000 volunteer soldiers,
compared with the British army of 30,000 professional soldiers. However, motivated by
their thirst for freedom, they won many battles.
In 1778, the French entered the war on the
side of the Americans because they wanted to
get revenge on the British. With the help of
the French army and navy, the Americans
were able to win the war.
Lord North, the British Prime Minister,
found it extremely diﬃcult to carry on the war
on the other side of the Atlantic – news would
take three months to reach him and his orders
would take another three months to reach the
George Washington crossing
army. In 1781, General Washington surrounded
the River Delaware
the British army at Yorktown in Virginia and the British army surrendered.
A small and unprepared nation of disunited colonies had beaten the mightiest nation
on earth. When Lord North heard the news, he cried: ‘Oh God, it’s all over.’ A peace treaty
between America and Britain was signed in 1783, and the United States of America was
born. General George Washington was chosen to be their first President.
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What was the Effect of the
French Revolution on Britain?
In 1774 Louis XVI became the King of
France. He lived in the magnificent Palace
of Versailles with his wife, Queen Marie
Antoinette. She spent lots of money on
jewellery and parties, and seemed to care
little for the poor people of France. When
she was told that they were starving, with
no bread to eat, she was reported to have
said: ‘Let them eat cake!’
Although France was rich and
powerful, the ordinary peasants lived in
poverty, doing backbreaking labour and
paying taxes to the church and the nobles.
What made it worse was the fact that
ordinary people were the only people
paying tax. The wealthy aristocrats didn’t
pay any! Nor did the church-leaders,
many of whom were also very wealthy.
The king had the power to imprison
anyone he liked without a trial. Many
thought he was a tyrant, someone who
uses their power cruelly. Such an unfair
society could not last forever.

King Louis XVI lived a life of luxury.

Supporting the American War of Independence had le France with a large national debt,
so Louis XVI had to raise taxes. e common people of France could not tolerate this. ey
wanted all people to share equal rights, and for the nobles and the church to lose their
privileges. On 14 July 1789 the people of Paris stormed a prison called the Bastille and
released its prisoners. is act showed that they no longer obeyed the King, and revolution
in France had begun. e French people still celebrate Bastille Day every year on 14 July.
The people of Paris imprisoned Louis XVI, Marie Antoinette and their children.
One of the leaders of the revolution was a man called Maximilien Robespierre, a very
strict and serious lawyer who made long speeches about virtue and reason. Robespierre
was willing to do anything to make the revolution succeed and he sentenced anyone
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who opposed the revolution to death.
During a period called the Reign of
Terror many thousands of people were
sent to the guillotine to have their heads
cut off.

Marie Antoinette was sentenced to
death and was taken to be beheaded.

Louis refused to meet the demands of
the people and 1793 he and his wife
Marie Antoinette were sentenced to
death. Dressed as common people, with
their hair roughly cut, they were taken
to the guillotine and beheaded. France
was now a republic – a nation ruled
without a monarch.

War in Europe
At first, the people of Britain celebrated
the French Revolution. ey saw it as
similar to their own uprising against
Charles I in the previous century. Some
British politicians even thought the
endless war between France and Britain
would now end. is was not the case,
because in 1793 France declared war
on Britain.
Since the King had been killed,
France had no clear leader. So a truly
extraordinary man rose through the
French army to lead the nation. His name
was Napoleon Bonaparte. He was from a
small island near Italy called Corsica, and
at the age of ten he was sent to a military
academy in France. He did not make
friends easily and was teased for being
short and having a strange accent.
However, he spent all of his time studying
and planning his path to greatness.

Napoleon Bonaparte
crossing the Alps
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At seventeen he became an officer in the army; at twenty-six, he was commanding the
French army in Italy; and aged twenty-nine he seized power in Paris and put himself in
charge of the entire country. In 1804 he made himself ‘Emperor’ of France.
Napoleon was one of the greatest military commanders the world has ever seen, and
his armies conquered the ancient kingdoms of Europe. He soon controlled much of
Europe and divided it up between members of his family.

The Battle of Trafalgar
Napoleon’s next target was Great Britain, and by 1805 he had 200,000 soldiers stationed on
the French coast. He called them the Army of England. If Napoleon could defeat the British

Joseph Turner’s painting The Battle of Trafalgar shows HMS Victory,
Admiral Nelson’s ship, capturing the French ship Redoubtable. The
flags on the mainmast of the Victory spell out ‘duty’, the last word of
Nelson’s message ‘England expects that every man will do his duty’.
On the left, we can just see the prow of another English ship, the
Temeraire. We looked at Turner’s painting of this ship in Year 4.
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navy and gain control of
the English Channel, he
could invade and conquer
Great Britain. e British
people were terrified, and
parents told their children
of the evil ‘bogeyman’ (a
nickname for Bonaparte)
who would come and eat
them during the night if
they misbehaved.
The job of stopping
Napoleon’s invasion was
given to a forty-seven year
old admiral in the Royal
Navy called Horatio Nelson.
The death of Horatio Nelson
Nelson was a brave and
accomplished sailor who had already lost his right eye and his right arm fighting the
French. He found the French navy off the Spanish coast at Cape Trafalgar and prepared
to attack. A signal was raised on his ship the HMS Victory that read: ‘England expects that
every man will do his duty’. Nelson divided his fleet of 27 ships in two and sailed them in
parallel lines straight at the 33 French vessels. This was a brilliant move, and 22 of the
French ships were destroyed.
Towards the end of the battle, Nelson was shot through the shoulder. Nelson declared
to Thomas Hardy, Captain of the Victory: ‘Hardy, I do believe they have done it at last…
my backbone is shot through.’ He was taken below deck, where he died four hours later.
He had saved Britain from invasion, and a new square in London was named after the
Battle of Trafalgar. Nelson’s statue was placed on a column in the middle of Trafalgar
Square. Have you seen it?

The Battle of Waterloo
The threat of invasion was over, but the British continued to fight Napoleon’s armies
for another ten years. Napoleon invaded Spain and made his brother Joseph the king.
The British army was sent to Spain to help the people to fight back. The campaign was
led by an experienced general called the Duke of Wellington. Together with the Spanish,
Wellington pushed Napoleon’s forces back to France. In 1814, Napoleon was finally
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defeated and ordered to spend the rest of his life living
alone on a small Mediterranean island called Elba.
Only one year later, Napoleon escaped from Elba and
returned to a hero’s welcome in France. He made himself
Emperor once more, and raised another great army. The
British, Dutch and Germans allied (joined together) to
defeat Napoleon, and Wellington was sent into battle with
an army of 68,000 men. The two greatest military
commanders of the age, Napoleon and Wellington, met
on 18 June 1815 on a battlefield called Waterloo, which
is now in Belgium. It was a fierce battle that lasted all day,
Wellington thanks the
with no clear winner. However, late in the afternoon the
Prussian General
Prussian allies arrived and tipped the balance of the battle.
Blucher
Napoleon was defeated. He was imprisoned on the island
of St Helena in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean, and died there seven years later. The
Duke of Wellington went on to be Britain’s Prime Minster in 1829-30 and again in 1834.

Why was Slavery Abolished?
The Slave Trade
Have you ever wondered why there are so many
people of African descent living in America and
the Caribbean? Most of them are descended
from African people who were taken from their
homes, shipped across the Atlantic Ocean and
forced to work as slaves. From the first slaving
voyage of 1562 to the abolition of the slave trade
(a law ending it) by Britain in 1807, an estimated
3.5 million Africans were sold into slavery by
British merchants.
British colonists built enormous farms called
‘plantations’ in the Americas, where they grew
sugar, tobacco and cotton. The plantation
owners realised that, if they used slave labour,
they could save a lot of money, which is why they
imported people from Africa.
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plantations to harvest
and process cotton, which
would then be made into
fabric for clothes.
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The Atlantic Passage
Slavery is a terrible thing, but unfortunately it has been practised in many countries,
almost since the start of human societies. Britain was not alone in using slaves as cheap
labour: other European and Arabic nations were involved with the slave trade. Merchants
paid African tribes to capture members of rival tribes and bring them to colonies on the
coast where they would be kept in large trading forts called barracoons. From
here, the slaves would be loaded onto British merchant ships to make
the Atlantic passage – the long boat trip carrying the slaves across
the Atlantic.
The conditions on these ships were so bad it is hard to
imagine them. Hundreds of slaves would be crammed
side-by-side onto wooden bunk beds and chained by
the feet. Here they would have to live for the entire
crossing, sometimes up to three months, unable to
move. Disease spread like wildfire and one in ten
would die before making it to America. Once a day
the slaves would be taken above board (onto the deck)
and made to dance, in order to keep them exercised.
Some would jump overboard, preferring to drown than
to experience any more suffering. A slave ship was so foul
that sailors said it could be smelt before it could be seen.
Slaves were crammed into every spare
space on the ship during the Atlantic Passage.

Life as a Slave
Those slaves who survived the Atlantic Passage and landed in the Americas would be
auctioned off to plantation owners. Depending on their age, gender, health and behaviour,
a slave could cost between £5 and £80. Often, the slave would have the name of their new
owner burnt onto their skin with hot iron; this was called branding.
Slaves would be made to farm sugar, cotton, coffee and ginger; sometimes they cut
down trees or looked after livestock. They worked for six days a week and would never
have a holiday. They were separated from their friends and family and not allowed to
practise their own religion, speak their own language or even get married.
Any disobedience was cruelly punished. Slaves would be beaten or whipped for not
working hard enough. More serious punishments included wearing iron neck collars,
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having their ear nailed to a post or having parts of their body chopped off. On a plantation
slaves usually didn’t live long because of this treatment, living on average for eight
miserable years.

Abolition
During the 1780s a small group of people began to campaign for the abolition of slavery
(to have it made illegal). One of them was a student at the University of Cambridge called
Thomas Clarkson. He was from a religious family and he believed that slavery was evil.
He dedicated his life to abolishing slavery, beginning in 1787 when he formed the
Committee for the Abolition of the African Slave Trade. As its members wanted to see
slavery abolished, they called themselves abolitionists.

Thomas Clarkson addressed many audiences, including this Anti-Slavery
Society Convention in 1840.
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The abolitionists collected information about the cruelty of slavery, including whips,
handcuffs, shackles, branding irons and diagrams of slave ships. They travelled around
Britain making passionate speeches, explaining its cruelty. Clarkson persuaded 300,000
British people to boycott sugar grown on slave plantations. He also persuaded 400,000
people to sign a petition demanding the end of slavery. He travelled a total of 35,000 miles
making speeches across Great Britain and was nearly drowned by angry slave traders
whilst visiting Liverpool.
ere were also African abolitionists, such as the freed slave
named Olaudah Equiano. Equiano was a slave in Virginia who
saved enough money to buy his freedom and travelled to
England. In 1787, he published his autobiography, which
includes descriptions of the brutal cruelty of slavery. It was a
popular book that helped the abolitionist cause. Equiano died
before slavery was abolished, but the fight continued. A Member
of Parliament called William Wilberforce, who was an
evangelical Christian, joined the campaign. He lobbied
Parliament for eighteen years for the abolition of the slave trade.
Olaudah Equiano
In 1807, the abolitionists finally achieved their aim. Wilberforce’s bill for the abolition
of the slave trade passed through Parliament and became law. Other countries continued
the slave trade for many years, but Britain had become the first country in history to make
slavery illegal. In 1833 Wilberforce died, and one month later slavery was abolished
throughout the entire British Empire. It had taken nearly fifty years for Clarkson’s
campaign to conquer this evil, but finally it was achieved.

What was Life Like in Georgian Britain?
In 1709, Daniel Defoe divided the population of England into seven groups, from highest
to lowest in money and power. They were:
1.

The great

6.

The poor

2.

The rich

7.

The miserable

3.

The middle sort

4.

The working trades

5.

The country people

Read part of Daniel
Defoe’s story of Robinson
Crusoe on page 29.
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The Aristocracy
By the ‘great’, Defoe meant the
aristocracy. This was a class of
extremely rich landowners. They led
privileged lives, spending half of the
year in their large country houses, and
the other half of the year in London
attending Parliament. Those most
powerful held aristocratic titles such
as Duke, Marquis, Earl and Viscount.
As members of the House of Lords,
they had an automatic place in
Parliament.
The aristocracy certainly knew how
to enjoy themselves. Horse racing,
playing cards, hunting and golf were
all popular during this period. During
the 1700s, aristocratic fashions
became extraordinary. Women wore
enormous towering white wigs and
powdered faces. Fashionable men
This cartoon pokes fun at ‘Macaronis’
were called ‘Macaronis’ because they
copied Italian styles and wore elaborate clothing and powdered wigs. Another popular,
but potentially deadly, pastime was duelling. If a gentleman felt he had been insulted, he
would call the culprit out for a duel. The duellists would stand at a set distance from each
other and each had one shot with a pistol.

The Middling Sort
By 1770 there were 9,400 British merchant ships bringing £13.2 million of goods into the
country, and exporting £14.3 million worth of goods. This wealth from trade caused the
growth of a new class of people. They were not from landowning, aristocratic families,
but they were not poor. Due to the fact that they were between these two groups, they
were called the ‘middling sort’. They were merchants, doctors, lawyers, bankers and
writers. They lived in grand terraced houses, which can still be seen in the fashionable
cities of the Georgian period such as Bath, Cheltenham and Leamington Spa.
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Many families of the ‘middling sort’ lived along the Royal Crescent in Bath.
The middling sort would have enough
money to buy fine food, and to decorate
their houses with new comforts such as
wallpaper and curtains. Often, they were
ambitious and intelligent. They spent money
on books and formed societies for sharing
new ideas in philosophy, religion, technology
and economics.

The ‘middling sort’ of people
had enough money to buy
Thomas Chippendale’s
chairs, like those
on page 155.

The Poor
The great majority of Britain’s population were poor farmers and labourers. Craftsmen
such as silversmiths and tailors would live comfortably, but most of them led hard lives.
The worst poverty was to be found in cities such as London. A famous writer called Henry
Fielding described the streets of London as: ‘oppressed with hunger, cold, nakedness and
filth… They starve and freeze and rot amongst themselves; but they beg and steal and
rob amongst their betters… There is not a street that does not swarm all day with beggars,
and all night with thieves.’
Alcohol was cheap and many of the poor drank themselves to death with a newly
popular drink called gin. It was said that by the 1730s in London, there was one gin shop
for every 11 people. When Parliament tried to limit the amount of gin people drank with

145

2 UK Year 5 H&G_CK5 07/07/2014 14:55 Page 146

What Your Year 5 Child Needs to Know

This print of ‘Gin Lane’ comes from an engraving by William Hogarth.

See other engravings by William Hogarth
and learn about printmaking on page 171.
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the 1751 Gin Act, there were angry riots in the street. However, the poor could do very
little to change their condition. Only the rich and powerful were allowed to vote in
elections, and if the poor stood up for themselves they could be ruthlessly punished. Even
petty theft could result in a public hanging.

Women
Men dominated Georgian Britain.
Women could not have careers in
politics, trade or professional jobs, and
another two centuries would have to pass
before they were granted the right to vote.
Married women were not even allowed to
own personal property. As soon as they
married, everything they had became the
property of their husbands. However
there were some small improvements.
A brave, freethinking lady named Mary
Wollstonecra was one of the first women
to propose that they should enjoy equal
rights to men. She wrote these ideas down
in a book called Vindication of the Rights
of Women. Wollstonecra’s daughter,
Mary Wollstonecraft
Mary Shelley, was also extremely clever
and wrote the novel Frankenstein. Many
Georgian women were successful writers. Women wrote most of the great novels of that
time. Jane Austen’s novels such as Pride and Prejudice are still widely read today.

Criminals
The most famous criminals in Georgian Britain were highwaymen, armed robbers on
horseback who attacked wealthy travellers at night on dark, deserted roads. The people
of Britain came to dread the sound of galloping hooves and pistol shots, followed by the
infamous cry: ‘Your money or your life!’ The best-known highwayman was Dick Turpin,
who was hanged at York in 1739.
e highwaymen of the sea were pirates, who would regularly rob merchant ships of their
cargoes on the high seas. e most famous eighteenth-century pirate was called Blackbeard,
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but his real name was probably
Edward Teach. He captured a French
ship, renamed it the Queen Anne’s
Revenge, and terrorised the Atlantic,
capturing over 40 vessels. He wore a
large crimson coat stuﬀed with swords,
pistols and knives. To make himself
even more terrifying, he wove burning
wicks laced with gunpowder into his
hair. e Royal Navy sent Captain
Robert Maynard to find Blackbeard,
and in 1718 Blackbeard was ambushed
and killed. His head was cut oﬀ and
hung from the mast of Maynard’s ship.

Captain Maynard ambushed Pirate
Blackbeard and eventually killed him.

Suggested Resources
Geography
Discover Countries: New Zealand by Jane Bingham (Wayland) 2012
Understanding World Maps by Jack Gillett (Wayland) 2012
Geography Now: Mountains by Jen Green (Wayland) 2012
Starting Geography: Maps by Sally Hewitt (Franklin Watts) 2009
Australia in Our World by Aleta Moriarty (Franklin Watts) 2010
Explorer Travel Guides: Mountains by Chris Oxlade (Raintree) 2013
Mapping (Investigate Geography) by Louise Spilsbury (Heinemann) 2010
Discover Countries: Australia by Chris Ward (Wayland) 2013

Online resources
Mapzone, at the Ordnance Survey, http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
especially the sections on ‘Understanding Scale’ and ‘Relief and Contour’
Captain James Cook at the Royal Museums Greenwich: www.rmg.co.uk/captain-cook
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British History
The Usborne History of Britain (Usborne Internet-linked Reference) by Ruth Brocklehurst
(Usborne) 2008
The Georgians by Ruth Brocklehurst (Usborne) 2008
Bonnie Prince Charlie and All That by Allan Burnett (Birlinn) 2006
The Story of Britain by Patrick Dillon (Walker) 2010
A Little History of the World by E. H. Gombrich (Yale) 1935; 2008
The Georgians: 1714-1837 by David Haycock (Kingfisher) 2007
The Ultimate Kings and Queens Sticker Book by Bridget Hopkinson, illustrated by
Catherine Goldsmith (Dorling Kindersley) 1999
Great Tales From English History: Cheddar Man to DNA by Robert Lacey (Abacus) 2007
Africa and the Slave Trade by Dan Lyndon (Franklin Watts) 2013
Britannia: 100 Great Stories From British History by Geraldine McCaughrean (Orion
Children’s) 2004
Our Island Story by H.E. Marshall (Civitas/Galore Park) 1905; 2005
Kings and Queens by Tony Robinson (Red Fox) 2001
Britain’s Kings and Queens by Michael St John Parker, revised by Brenda and Brian
Williams (Pitkin Guides) 2011

DVDs
Amazing Grace (Momentum Pictures Home Entertainment) 2007. (About William
Wilberforce and the anti-slavery campaign.)
Bonnie Prince Charlie (DD Video) 1948; 2003
A Tale of Two Cities (ITV Studios Home Entertainment) 1958; 2007

Places to Visit
Blenheim Palace in Woodstock (built for John Churchill, first Duke of Marlborough)
http://www.blenheimpalace.com/
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Geffrye Museum in London (domestic interiors covering 400 years) http://www.geffryemuseum.org.uk/
Kensington Palace in London (state rooms of Mary II, Queen Anne, George II)
http://www.hrp.org.uk/KensingtonPalace/
HMS Victory in Portsmouth (Nelson’s flagship) http://www.hms-victory.com/
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