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Introduction
A book alone cannot adequately convey the experience of music or the impact of visual
art. While this book can hope to provide some basic knowledge about art and music,
nothing can replace visiting museums; attending performances; listening to recordings;
and encouraging children to sing, dance, paint, sculpt and play-act for themselves.
When it comes to music, one of the best activities – and one of the easiest – is singing
with your child. We suggest some familiar children’s favourites in this section. The more
you sing with your child, the more you’ll enjoy music together.
We also encourage you to listen to recordings with your child and attend musical
performances to help build his or her love of different kinds of music. In the Year 2 book
in this series, we introduced jazz, classical music and opera, as well as different kinds of
dance. In this book we build on that earlier knowledge by introducing patriotic music and
folk music, and by extending the discussion of classical music to include more composers.
We also build on the Year 2 introduction to melody, harmony and rhythm by exploring
a few of the basics about how music is written down.
While some families will choose to provide lessons that will lift children to a level of
musical competence beyond what we describe in the following pages, it is important for
everyone to enjoy music. We hope this chapter will help increase that enjoyment.

Many Kinds of Music
People around the world love to sing and play music. Here in the United Kingdom, where
we have many different kinds of people, we have many different kinds of music. If you
turn on a radio, you might hear reggae, jazz, classical, songs from musicals or bhangra.
Let’s find out more now about three kinds of music: patriotic music, folk music and
classical music. Whenever you can, sing the songs that we give the words for, and try to
listen to recordings of all these kinds of music.
201
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Patriotic Music
When an athlete receives an Olympic gold medal, the national anthem of his or her
country is played. The national anthem is the country’s official song. The National Anthem
of the United Kingdom is ‘God Save the Queen’. It is played and sung at other occasions
too, such as ceremonies to honour people who have died in war. Here are the words:
God save our gracious Queen,
Long live our noble Queen,
God save the Queen.
Send her victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us,
God save the Queen.
Thy choicest gifts in store
On her be pleased to pour.
Long may she reign.
May she defend our laws
And ever give us cause
To sing with heart and voice
God save the Queen.
Songs and music that honour a country are called patriotic music. Just about every country
has its own patriotic music. Patriotic music makes people feel proud of their country.
Do you know any other patriotic songs about Britain?
A patriotic song for Italy, not their national anthem, is from an opera, Nabucco, by
Giuseppe Verdi. It is sung by Hebrew people, who have been taken as captives to Babylon.
You can see from the words how some people care even more for their home country
when they are away from it.
Above middle: ’God Save the Queen’ is played at the
remembrance ceremony at the cenotaph in London.
Above right: The National Anthem was played for
Jessica Ennis after she won a gold medal in the
heptathalon of the London 2012 Olympics.
202
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on opera.
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Hebrew slaves in Verdi’s opera Nabucco

Chorus of the Hebrew Slaves
Fly, my thoughts, fly on gilded wings, go swiftly.
Fly, and on those slopes come to earth,
Where the soft, scented breeze blows so sweetly,
Through the warm, gentle hills, the land of my birth.
Greet the banks of the Jordan with affection,
Greet the wrecked towers of Sion lying in dust,
Oh remembrance, so dear yet ill-destined,
Oh my country, so beautiful and lost!

Do you remember the
beautiful Gate of Ishtar
in Babylon and the
exodus of the Hebrew
slaves from Egypt,
which we learnt
about in Year 2?
These are the
same Hebrew
slaves.

A happier patriotic song has been the national anthem for at least five countries. Once
the unofficial anthem just of the black people of South Africa, it now starts the anthem
for the whole nation, with lyrics in several languages. If you can, sing it in Xhosa, the
language it was written in first.
Nkosi, sikelel' iAfrika
Maluphakamis'upondo lwayo
Yizwa imithandazo yethu
Nkosi Sikelela
Thina lusapho lwayo.

Lord, bless Africa;
May her horn rise high up;
Hear Thou our prayers
And bless us.

Chorus:
Yehla Moya, Yehla Moya,
Yehla Moya Oyingcwele

Chorus:
Descend, O Spirit,
Descend, O Holy Spirit.

In English:
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Folk Music
Do you know the song called ‘e Lincolnshire Poacher’? Here are the words. Let’s sing it.
When I was bound apprentice, in famous Lincolnshire,
Full well I served my master for more than seven year,
Till I took up to poaching, as you shall quickly hear;
Oh, ’tis my delight of a shiny night in the season of the year.
Yes, ’tis my delight of a shiny night in the season of the year.
We took a hare alive my boys and then we trudged home
We took him to a neighbour’s
house and sold him for a crown,
We sold him for a crown,
my boys, but I did not tell
you where,
Oh, ’tis my delight of a
shiny night in the season
of the year.
Yes, ’tis my delight of a
shiny night in the season
of the year.
Success to every
gentleman that lives in
Lincolnshire,
Success to every poacher that
wants to sell a hare,
Bad luck to every gamekeeper
that will not sell his deer,
Oh, ’tis my delight of a shiny night
in the season of the year.
Yes, ’tis my delight of a shiny night in
the season of the year.
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Who wrote ‘e Lincolnshire Poacher’? No one knows. It’s a song that has been passed
down from parents to children for many years. We call this kind of song a folk song.
Another word for ‘folk’ is ‘people’. Folk songs have been sung and enjoyed by people for
so long that, most of the time, we don’t know who made them up. Many of the lyrics of
our favourite folk songs come from regions where English is spoken with a dialect. A dialect
is like a local language. Phrases like ‘seven year’ would be wrong in standard English but
can be normal in dialect. Another example is ‘He’s my ain for ever mair’ from the song
‘Bobby Shaoe’ on page 220. We can all imagine ourselves as part of the story. People who
would never dream of poaching can still sing ‘e Lincolnshire Poacher’.
‘The Lincolnshire Poacher’ and other songs and tunes are on the album
Folk Music of England recorded by the Yetties on the Grasmere label.
Just about every country has its own folk
music. In France, people enjoy singing a folk
song about ‘Frère Jacques’ (Brother John). You
probably know the English words for this song:
‘Are you sleeping, Brother John?’

We sang ‘Frère
Jacques’ in the
Year 2 book.

Classical Music
We read about Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart in the Year
2 book in this series, and
perhaps you’ve heard some
of his music. He was a great
composer, and he began
composing music when he
was only five years old!
We call the kind of music
Mozart wrote classical music.
Some classical music is played
by a large group, called an
orchestra. An orchestra is made
up of many musicians who play
many diﬀerent instruments:

A portrait of the Mozart family
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violins, clarinets, trumpets,
drums and a lot more.
Do you remember what
the person who directs
the orchestra is called?
(The conductor.) A long
piece of music played
by an orchestra is called
a symphony. Although
Mozart did not live to be
very old, he wrote fortyone symphonies!

The Dublin Philharmonic Orchestra is performing
a symphony composed by Tchaikovsky.

Meet Some Great Composers
You’ve met Mozart, and I hope you’ve heard some of his music. Now let’s meet some
other great composers of classical music. Try to hear their music, too.
When he was a boy growing up in
Italy, Antonio Vivaldi [vi-VAL-dee]
learned to play the violin from his father.
When Vivaldi grew up, he became a
priest. He was nicknamed the Red Priest,
because of his curly red hair (in the
painting he is wearing a wig!). He worked
at an orphanage for girls. He taught the
girls to play the violin. Many people came
to the concerts given by the orchestra of
orphan girls, and everyone said they
played beautifully.

Vivaldi, born in Italy in 1678
206

Vivaldi composed hundreds of pieces
of music. His most famous work is called
The Four Seasons. For each season,
Vivaldi wrote a concerto [con-CHER-toe].
A concerto is played by an orchestra, and
usually one instrument or a group
of instruments gets to show off a bit.
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Bach was born in Germany in 1685

The organ in the
Saint-Mihiel Church

When one instrument receives the most attention,
the person who plays this instrument is called the
soloist. In Vivaldi’s e Four Seasons, the soloist
plays a violin, and he or she gets to make sounds
that make you think of birds singing in the spring,
or others like lightning flashing in a summer storm.
Johann Sebastian Bach [the ‘ch’ sounds as in
‘Loch Ness’] came from a family filled with music.
When Bach grew up, he became a great organist.
He composed lots and lots of music, including
organ music, concertos and a lot of choral music
for the church. Bach had many children – twenty
in all! Four of them grew up to be composers.

Beethoven was born in
Germany in 1770

Ludwig van Beethoven [BAY-toe-vun] did not
have a happy childhood. When the boy was four
years old, his father started to give him piano lessons.
He made the boy practise for hours, sometimes late
into the night. If young Ludwig made a mistake, his
father would shout or hit the boy’s knuckles.
207
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You might think that Beethoven would grow up hating music, but music was his whole
life. He became famous as the greatest pianist in Europe, and as a great composer.
Beethoven wrote nine symphonies. Try to listen to his Sixth Symphony. It’s also known
as the ‘Pastoral’ Symphony, because the music is full of peaceful feelings about Beethoven’s
love of nature and the countryside. But Beethoven was not a peaceful man.
He was often moody and he had a fiery temper. By the time he wrote his great
Ninth Symphony, a very sad thing had happened. Beethoven had become
deaf. He could not hear the orchestra play his wonderful music.
Beethoven did not live long enough to
complete another symphony. Almost his
last words were to thank the whole people
of England because the Philharmonic
Society had shown him kindness in
performing the Ninth and in supporting
him in his final illness.

Do you remember the
name of the European Union’s
anthem (see page 111)? It is the
‘Ode to Joy’, which is part of
Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony.

Composers and their Music
Try to hear some performances of composers’ music. A good place to
start is the BBC Radio 3 series (90 – 92 FM or digital radio), Composer
of the Week, which combines stories and music. They have programmes
on Bach, Beethoven and Vivaldi that are available as podcasts at
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/cotw/all. The series covers many
more composers besides. Presenter Donald Macleod guides you
through an aspect of a composer’s life, with illustrations from their
music. New broadcasts are every weekday at noon and 6:30 p.m.
Music is at its best live, with the performers and the audience in the
same room. Bach’s music is popular with many church organists, so you
can often hear his works played as ‘voluntaries’ at the end of church
services. For Beethoven and Vivaldi, the concert hall is a more usual
place to hear their music. Several Beethoven symphonies are broadcast
as part of the BBC Proms every summer, normally on Radio 3 and BBC
4 television. There are usually special family Proms as part of the season.
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A performance during the BBC
Proms in the Albert Hall, London

If you prefer listening to
recordings, try the Naxos label.
They offer CDs, double CDs and
downloads in their ‘Best of’ and
‘Very Best of’ series for each
composer in this chapter. There
is also the Sony Classics ‘Greatest
Hits’ series on CD. Remember
that there is a lot of beautiful
music beside the most famous
bits. If you like a track, look up
the whole work that it is taken
from and try listening to it all.
You may like the less famous bits
even better.

Families of Instruments: A Closer Look
You may remember from Year 2 that an orchestra is made up of different families of
instruments. Can you name an instrument in the brass family? How about an instrument
in the woodwind family? In the percussion family? In the string family?
Let’s take a closer look now at the string family and the percussion family.

The String Family
You may know some stringed instruments:
the guitar and the bass guitar. You play them
by using the fingers of one hand to press on
the strings that run up the long neck of the
instrument, while you use your other hand
to strum or pick the strings.
The guitar and bass are popular stringed
instruments, especially for rock music, where
they are usually electric, but you won’t find
them oen in an orchestra. e main stringed

This boy is learning to play
the bass guitar
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instruments in an orchestra are the violin, viola, cello and double bass. The violin is the
smallest; the others look like bigger and bigger violins.

This girl is playing the violin
Of these four stringed instruments, the
violin makes the highest sounds. The viola
can make slightly lower sounds. The cello’s
sounds are even lower, while the double bass
plays the lowest pitches of these four
instruments. For many notes with pitches
around the middle, composers choose
whether to write them as low notes for the
violin or high notes for the cello.
The French composer Camille Saint-Saëns
[san-sonss] wrote a work for orchestra called
The Carnival of the Animals, in which he
used the sounds of different instruments to
make us think of different animals. He used
a cello to make us think of a lovely swan
floating gracefully on the water. And what
stringed instrument do you think he used
to make us think of big, heavy elephants?
The double bass!
This girl is playing the cello
210

Each of these instruments has four
strings. You can pluck the strings to make
a sound, but most of the time you play
them by sliding a bow back and forth over
the strings. When you play the violin or
viola, the instrument rests between your
shoulder and chin. But the cello is much
bigger: you sit and hold the instrument
between your legs. To play the big double
bass, you either have to stand beside it or
sit on a tall stool. To change note, you
press a string against the fingerboard with
a le-hand finger. e further up the
fingerboard, the higher the note.
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The Percussion Family
The instruments in the string family look like each
other, but the instruments in the percussion family are
as different as can be. The percussion family includes
tiny clicking castanets, a triangle that goes ding-a-linga-ling and a big bass drum that goes boom-boom-boom.
They are all percussion instruments because you hit
them. You play most percussion instruments by hitting
them with your hand or with a stick. You shake some
percussion instruments, like the maracas.
Some percussion instruments can add excitement to
music. When the French composer Georges Bizet
[BEE-zay] wrote the overture to his opera Carmen, he
used cymbals to give a big, bright splash of sound.
Smaller percussion instruments can add a kind of
decoration to music. For example, when you shake sleigh
bells or hit a wooden block, you can make sounds that
are just right for Christmas music, since they make you
think of a horse pulling a sleigh down a snowy path.

An orchestral kettle drum

The main job of percussion instruments is to beat
out the rhythm. In a marching band, the big bass drum
helps keep a steady beat. In flamenco music, castanets
click out the beat of the music.
Some percussion instruments can also play melodies.
You can play songs on the xylophone or marimba,
which have keys that you strike with mallets.
To hear percussion as part of the orchestra, listen to
Belshazzar’s Feast, by William Walton, especially the
fourth movement ‘Praise Ye the God of Gold’. To hear
what percussion alone can achieve, listen to O Duo,
who perform remarkable feats with tuned and untuned
percussion instuments (Sony Classical). Carlos Chavez,
a Mexican composer, wrote some more music just for
percussion instruments. His Toccata for Percussion
(Dorian label) is exciting to hear.

This woman dances
flamenco while playing
the castanets
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Keyboard Instruments
Is there a piano at your school? On a piano you can play many different kinds of music:
classical, jazz, rock, as well as melodies to go along with songs you might sing at home
or school.
A modern piano has eighty-eight keys.
When you push the keys, it causes little
wooden hammers covered with hard felt
to strike the strings inside the piano, and
that’s what makes the sound. In a sense,
a piano is also a percussion instrument
and a stringed instrument, too. You can
push one key with a single finger, or you
can play many notes at the same time.
A piano is a keyboard instrument.
Another keyboard instrument is the
organ (see a photo of an organ on page
207). Some organs have two, three or
even four keyboards. That keeps the
organist’s hands very busy! But that’s not
all: really big organs have many pedals
that the organist plays with his or her feet.
This girl is taking piano lessons
In some churches or auditoriums, you
might see a big organ called a pipe organ. When you press a key, it allows air to be sent
through a pipe. So an organ is a wind instrument as well as a keyboard instrument.

Mr Bach at the Keyboard
A lot of wonderful music for the organ was composed by Johann Sebastian Bach, who was
himself a great organist. Did Bach also play the piano? No – but that’s because the piano
had barely been invented in Bach’s time (about three hundred years ago). Bach played
other keyboard instruments that were the ancestors of the piano, such as the harpsichord.
The harpsichord looks like a piano, but it makes a more plucky, jangly sound.
When Johann Sebastian Bach was only ten years old, both his parents died, so he went
to live with his older brother, Johann Christoph. The whole Bach family was very musical:
Johann Christoph was the church organist in the town where he lived. He gave his younger
brother music lessons, but he was a very hard, strict teacher. He would not let his brother
study a very valuable book of organ music that he kept locked in a bookcase. But Johann
212
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Sebastian wanted so much to learn and play
the music in that book! So, at night, while his
brother was asleep, Johann Sebastian would
creep downstairs in the dim moonlight,
squeeze his hand between the bars of the
bookcase door, take out the valuable book
and then copy the music note by note!
He did this every night until he had copied
the whole book. But then his stern brother
found the copies, and he took them away as
a punishment.
But do you know what? Even without the
copies, young Johann Sebastian could play
much of the music, because it was in his
head! He had memorised the music – it was
now stored in his memory.
This painting, A Young Woman playing
a Harpsichord to a Young Man, by Jan
Steen is in London’s National Gallery.
There is so much wonderful music written for the piano or organ that
it’s hard to say where to begin! For starters, try listening to these:
‘Minuet in G major’ from J. S. Bach’s Anna Magdalena Notebook
Rondo ‘Alla turca’ from Piano Sonata No. 11, K. 331 by Mozart
‘Für Elise’ by Beethoven
‘Spring Song’ from Songs Without Words by Felix Mendelssohn
‘Toccata and Fugue in D minor’ (for organ) by J. S. Bach

Writing Music Down
You’ve read about some famous composers, such as Bach and Mozart. Now, imagine that
you are a composer. You have written a song. How can you get other people to play it as
you want it to sound? Well, you could play the song for them and they could follow along.
But what about people far away, who can’t be right there with you to hear your song?
If you want them to play the song just right, then you have to write it down.
213
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When composers write down music, they use special marks and follow rules that they
all agree on. Music that is written down is like directions that tell you what to do. Here is
how part of a song you probably know looks when it’s written down.

Twin-kle, twin-kle, lit-tle star, how I won-der what you are.
Sing aloud the first words: ‘Twinkle, twinkle, little star.’ Now, sing it again, but clap along
with the strong sounds, like this:
Twin
clap

kle

twin
clap

kle

lit
clap

tle

star
clap

When you clap at the strong sounds, you get the beat.
Now sing the words again, but this time clap on each sound, like this:
Twin
clap

kle
clap

twin
clap

kle
clap

lit
clap

tle
clap

star
clap

When you clap on each sound, you get the rhythm. Now hum the tune, but don’t say the
words, like this:
him

hum

him

hum

him

hum

himmm

When you hum the sounds, you get the melody. When you sing the song, then you get it
all: the beat, the rhythm, the melody and the words, all at once.

Follow the Notes
When composers write music down, they use special marks called notes. Here are some
musical notes:

crotchet minim semibreve
The notes tell us the rhythm. They tell us how the music moves. That’s because each
note has a different length. Another way of saying that is, each note stands for a sound
that lasts for a different amount of time. On the crotchet, you count one. On the minim,
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you count to two. On the semibreve, you count to four. You might also hear people say
that a crotchet gets one beat, a minim gets two beats and a semibreve gets four beats.
Try this: find a clock with a second hand, the kind that goes ‘tick-tick-tick’ loud enough
for you to hear. Now, say ‘ahh’ for four ticks. You’ve just made a sound that lasts as long
as a semibreve. Really, in different songs, notes can last for different times, but we can use
the seconds of a clock as an example of how long notes can last. A second for each beat is
quite slow music. If a semibreve lasts for four ticks of the clock, then how long would a
minim last? Say ‘ahh’ for two ticks – that’s how long a minim lasts. Now, say ‘ah’ four
times, in time with the ticking of the clock like this: ‘ah-ah-ah-ah.’ You’ve just made the
sound of four crotchets.

A minim lasts twice as long as a crotchet. It takes two minims to make up a semibreve.
How many crotchets do you think it takes to make up a semibreve? (Four.)
Look again at this music from ‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’. Can you put your finger
on the crotchets? On the minims?

Twin-kle, twin-kle, lit-tle star, how I won-der what you are.

Pitch: High and Low
Let’s think of some high sounds and low sounds. What are some high sounds? How about
a bird chirping, or the brakes on a car squeaking? Can you think of some low sounds?
How about thunder rumbling, or a big dog growling?
When we talk about how high or low a sound is, we are talking about pitch. Pitch is
how high or low the sounds are.
When you sing a song, your voice goes higher and lower. Listen to yourself as you sing
just the first two words of ‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’. Do you hear how your voice goes
higher on the second ‘twinkle’?
When composers write music, they tell us how high or low the notes should be
by placing the notes in different positions on a stave. A stave looks like a wide ladder.
See one on the next page.
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When you follow the notes as they go up and down on the stave, you get the melody.
When you put notes near the top of a stave, they are high notes. The notes near the bottom
of the stave are lower notes.
Often at the beginning of a stave you will see a special mark called a treble
clef. When a stave has a treble clef at the beginning of it, then the lines and
spaces of the stave have special names. These names tell musicians how high
or low the notes are. The names for the pitches are taken from the alphabet.
The music alphabet is A B C D E F G. Can you say the music alphabet
forwards and backwards?
We use the music alphabet to name the lines and spaces of the stave. Count
how many lines are in the stave. Now count the number of spaces between
the lines. Did you count five lines and four spaces? Here are their names:

E

F

G

A

B

C

D

E

F

Do you see how the music alphabet is repeated? Look at the bottom line of the stave, which
is an E. You go up to F, then G. What comes next? Not H. Instead, you start again with A.

Sometimes a composer wants silence as part of the music. Then he or
she writes a mark called a rest. A crotchet rest lasts as long as a crotchet.
A minim rest lasts as long as a minim. A semibreve rest lasts as long as
a semibreve. It says to the musician: ‘Stay quiet for this many counts.’

semibreve semibreve
rest
216
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minim
rest

crotchet

crotchet
rest
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A Musical Scale
You’ve seen that musical notes have letter names: A B C D E F G. When you sing or play
these notes in a row, one after the other, you are singing or playing a musical scale.
On a piano or electric keyboard, you can play a scale called the C major scale. It begins
and ends with C, but the first C is a lower pitch than the last one. Begin with a white key
just below two black keys, and play only the white keys. (Later books in this series will tell
you what the black keys do.)

You can use letters to name the notes of the C major scale, or you can use some special
sounds. Here are the sounds that go with each letter:

do
C

re
D

mi
E

fa
F

sol
G

la
A

ti
B

do
C

Here are the words to a song written by Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II for the
musical e Sound of Music that you can sing to help you learn the special names of the notes.

Do-Re-Mi
Doe – a deer, a female deer,
Ray – a drop of golden sun,
Me – a name I call myself,
Far – a long, long way to run,
Sew – a needle pulling thread,
La – a note to follow sew,
Tea – a drink with jam and bread,
That will bring us back to do!
Do-re-mi-fa-sol-la-ti-do!
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Some Songs for Year 3
PARENTS: Here we present the words to some favourite children’s songs. For more
suggestions, try:
G

The Usborne Children’s Songbook, edited by Anthony Marks (2004). This comes with
simple accompaniments and links for hearing the tunes online.

G

The National Songbook: Fifty Great Songs for Children to Sing! (2008). Accompaniments
are printed in the book but can also be played on the companion CD.

You can find more songs for Year 3 children elsewhere in this chapter,
including:
God Save the Queen
Chorus of the Hebrew Slaves
Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika
The Lincolnshire Poacher
Do-Re-Mi

Clementine
In a cavern, in a canyon,
Excavating for a mine,
Dwelt a miner, forty-niner,
And his daughter, Clementine.
[chorus]
Oh my darling, oh my darling,
Oh my darling, Clementine,
Thou art lost and gone forever,
Dreadful sorry, Clementine.
218
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Light she was and like a fairy,
And her shoes were number nine,
Herring boxes without topses,
Sandals were for Clementine.
[repeat chorus]
Drove she ducklings to the water,
Every morning just at nine,
Hit her foot against a splinter,
Fell into the foaming brine.
[repeat chorus]
Ruby lips above the water,
Blowing bubbles soft and fine,
But, alas, I was no swimmer,
So I lost my Clementine.
[repeat chorus]
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Bobby Shaftoe
Bobby Shaftoe’s gone to sea,
Silver buckles on his knee;
He’ll come back and marry me,
Bonny Bobby Shaftoe.
[chorus]
Bobby Shaftoe’s bright and fair,
Combing down his yellow hair,
He’s my ain for ever mair,
Bonny Bobby Shaftoe.
Bobby Shaftoe’s tall and slim,
He’s always dressed so neat and trim,
The lassies they all keek at him,
Bonny Bobby Shaftoe.
[repeat chorus]
Bobby Shaftoe’s gett’n’ a bairn
For to dangle on his airm,
On his airm and on his knee,
Bonny Bobby Shaftoe.
[repeat chorus]
Bobby Shaftoe’s been to sea,
Silver buckles on his knee,
He’s come back and married me,
Bonny Bobby Shaftoe.
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My Grandfather’s Clock
My grandfather’s clock
Was too large for the shelf,
So it stood ninety years on the floor;
It was taller by half
Than the old man himself,
Though it weighed not a pennyweight more.
It was bought on the morn
Of the day that he was born,
And was always his treasure and pride;
But it stopped short
Never to go again,
When the old man died.
[chorus]
Ninety years without slumbering,
Tick, tock, tick, tock,
His life seconds numbering,
Tick, tock, tick, tock,
It stopped short
Never to go again,
When the old man died.

The Hippopotamus Song
A bold hippopotamus was standing one day
On the banks of the cool Shalimar.
He gazed at the bottom as it peacefully lay
By the light of the evening star.
Away on the hilltop sat combing her hair
His fair hippopotamine maid.
The hippopotamus was no ignoramus
And sang her this sweet serenade.

[chorus]
Mud, mud, glorious mud,
Nothing quite like it for cooling the blood.
So follow me, follow, down to the hollow,
And there let us wallow in glorious mud.
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Oranges and Lemons
‘Oranges and lemons,’
Say the bells of St. Clement’s.
‘You owe me five farthings,’
Say the bells of St. Martin’s.
‘When will you pay me?’
Say the bells of Old Bailey.
‘When I grow rich,’
Say the bells of Shoreditch.
‘When will that be?’
Say the bells of Stepney.
‘I do not know,’
Says the great bell of Bow.
Here comes a candle to light you to bed,
And here comes a chopper to chop off your head!

Who Killed Cock Robin?
Who killed Cock Robin?
‘I,’ said the sparrow,
‘With my bow and arrow,
I killed Cock Robin.’
Who saw him die?
‘I,’ said the fly,
222

4 UK Year 3 Music_Core Skills 1 18/06/2014 14:00 Page 223

Music

‘With my little eye,
I saw him die.’
Who caught his blood?
‘I,’ said the fish,
‘In my little dish,
I caught his blood.’
All the birds of the air fell a-sighing and a-sobbing
When they heard of the death of poor Cock Robin,
When they heard of the death of poor Cock Robin.
Who’ll make his shroud?
‘I,’ said the beetle,
‘Can bring thread and needle.
I’ll make his shroud.’
Who’ll dig his grave?
‘I,’ said the owl,
‘With my spade and shovel,
I’ll dig his grave.’
Who’ll toll the bell?
‘I,’ said the bull,
‘Because I can pull.
I’ll toll the bell.’
All the birds of the air fell a-sighing and a-sobbing
When they heard of the death of poor Cock Robin,
When they heard of the death of poor Cock Robin.
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The Happy Wanderer
I love to go a-wandering,
Along the mountain track,
And as I go, I love to sing,
My knapsack on my back.
[chorus]
Val-deri,Val-dera,
Val-dera,
Valde-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha
Val-deri,Val-dera.
My knapsack on my back.
I love to wander by the stream
That dances in the sun,
So joyously it calls to me,
‘Come! Join my happy song!’
[repeat chorus]
‘Come! Join my happy song!’
I wave my hat to all I meet,
And they wave back to me,
And blackbirds call so loud and sweet
From ev’ry greenwood tree.
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[repeat chorus]
From ev’ry greenwood tree.
Oh, may I go a-wandering
Until the day I die!
Oh, may I always laugh and sing,
Beneath the clear blue sky!
[repeat chorus]
Beneath the clear blue sky!
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Suggested Resources
Books
Make and Use Musical Instruments by Anna-Marie D’Cruz (Wayland) 2010
Musical Instruments Around the World by Godfrey Hall (Hodder Wayland) 1999
Why Beethoven Threw the Stew: And Lots More Stories About the Lives of Great Composers
by Steven Isserlis (Faber and Faber) 2001
Kickstart Music 2: Music Activities Made Simple – 7–9 Year-Olds by Anice Paterson and
David Wheway (A & C Black) 2010
Bach: First Discovery Music by Yann Walcker (Oxford University Press) 2002 –
book and CD
Beethoven: First Discovery Music by Yann Walcker (Oxford University Press) 2001 –
book and CD
Mozart: First Discovery Music by Yann Walcker (Oxford University Press) 2001 –
book and CD
Vivaldi: First Discovery Music by Yann Walcker (Oxford University Press) 2002 –
book and CD

Audio Recordings
The Best of Beethoven, performed by Balazs Szokolay and others (Naxos) 2005
‘Carnival of the Animals’ in My First Classical Music Album, performed by the Slovak
Radio Symphony Orchestra (Naxos) 2011
‘Chorus of the Hebrew Slaves’ (in English) in Italian Opera Choruses, conducted by Oliver
Dohnanyi and performed by the Slovak Philharmonic Chorus and Slovak Radio
Symphony Orchestra (Naxos) 1997
‘Chorus of the Hebrew Slaves’ (in Italian) in Verdi Opera Choruses, Preludes and Ballet
Music, conducted by Riccardo Muti and performed by the Orchestra and Chorus of La
Scala, Milan (EMI Classics) 2011
Für Elise – My First Recital, performed by Maria João Pires (Deutsche Grammophon)
2002
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‘God Save the Queen’ in The Last Night of the Proms Collection, conducted by Barry
Wordsworth and performed by the BBC Concert Orchestra (Philips) 1996
‘The Lincolnshire Poacher’ in Folk Music of England, performed by the Yetties (Grasmere)
Mozart Piano Sonatas and Fantasia in D Minor, performed by Mitsuko Uchida (Universal
Classics) 2005
Mozart: Symphonies 35–41, conducted by Sir Neville Marriner and performed by the
Academy of St Martin-in-the-Fields (EMI Classics)
‘Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika’ in Blessed, performed by the Soweto Gospel Choir (Abc Music)
2005
O Duo, performed by Owen Gunnell and Oliver Cox (Sony Classical) 2007
‘Praise Ye the Gods’ in William Walton – Belshazzar’s Feast, conducted by Andrew Davis
and performed by Bryn Terfel, BBC Singers, BBC Symphony Chorus & Orchestra (Warner
Classics International) 2001
‘Symphony No 6 (Pastoral)’ in Beethoven Symphonies 1 and 6, conducted by Günter Wand
and performed by the North German Radio Symphony Orchestra (Red Seal) 2002
‘Toccata for Percussion’ in Carlos Chavez, conducted by Eduardo Mata and performed
by La Camerata and Tambuco Percussion Ensemble (Dorian) 2005
The Very Best of Bach, performed by Wolfgang Rübsam (organ), Janos Sebestyen and Eteri
Andjaparidze (piano) (Naxos) 2005
Vivaldi: The Four Seasons, directed by Christopher Hogwood and performed by the
Academy of Ancient Music (Decca) 2007
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