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Introduction
We encourage you to give your child a wide range of musical experiences – singing songs,
listening to all kinds of music, dancing around at home, attending local musical
performances.
One of the best activities, and one of the easiest, is singing with your child. We suggest
some favourite songs in this section (see pages 222–234). If you don’t feel confident about
your own singing voice, remember that in your own home you’re the star! It’s fine to play
recordings for your child (we suggest some below), but the more you sing with your child,
the more comfortable you’ll feel and the more you’ll both enjoy music together.
The previous book in this series, What Your Year 1 Child Needs to Know, introduced
activities in which children played with the basic elements of music, such as rhythm, pitch
and tempo. We encourage you to continue these activities with your child in Year 2.
In this book, we introduce many kinds of music, including jazz, classical music and
opera, as well as different kinds of dance. We suggest ways to become familiar with great
composers. We introduce some basic terms and concepts, such as melody, harmony and
rhythm, and the notion that music is written down in a language of its own. Further
knowledge of musical notation will be developed in later books in this series.
Some families will choose to provide lessons that will lift children to a level of musical
competence beyond what we describe in the following pages. Different children will
develop musical appreciation and skills at different rates and to different degrees. It’s
important for everyone to enjoy music and we hope this book will increase that enjoyment
through experience and understanding.

199

What Your Year 2 Child Needs to Know

Instruments and Their Families
What is a family? Who is in your family? Does everyone in your family look the same?
Musical instruments have families, too. And, just as in your family, some instruments
in the same family look alike but are not exactly the same. There are different families of
instruments. Let’s meet the percussion family, the string family, the woodwind family and
the brass family.
triangle

cymbals

tambourine

maracas

castanets

drum

xylophone

The Percussion Family
Percussion instruments are fun to play: you shake them or hit them with your hand, a
stick or a mallet. Can you name a percussion instrument? Did you think of a drum?
A xylophone? A tambourine? One percussion instrument is easy to recognise: it’s called
a triangle. When you hit it, it makes a ding-a-ling-a-ling sound. Another member of the
percussion family looks like lids from two big saucepans. These are cymbals and, when
you hit them together, they can make a sound like a loud crash!
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The String Family
Do you know any instruments with strings? How about a guitar? A banjo? A violin? These
instruments don’t look the same, but they all have strings. You play stringed instruments
either by strumming or plucking them with your fingers, or by playing them with a bow.

guitar

banjo

violin
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The Woodwind Family
How do you think you play instruments in
the woodwind family? Think about the
name – wind. You play these instruments by
blowing air. Sometimes the woodwind family
is called the wind family. Some wind
instruments are made of wood, but some
aren’t. In the pictures here, the recorder is
made of wood, but the flute is made of metal.
A flute can sound like a bird singing.
A man playing a Peruvian flute
clarinet

oboe

bassoon
recorder

flute
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Many woodwind instruments have a small piece of cane near where you put your mouth.
That small piece of cane is called a reed and it helps the instruments to make sounds when
you blow into them. Some examples of woodwind instruments with reeds are the clarinet,
the saxophone, the oboe and the bassoon. The recorder and the flute do not have reeds.
Instead, you blow air past an edge. A recorder has a mouthpiece to blow into and direct
the air but a flute’s mouthpiece is different. You blow across it, like blowing across a bottle.

The Brass Family
Most instruments in the brass family are made of a hard, shiny metal called brass. If you
have ever watched a marching band in a parade, you’ve seen and heard some brass
instruments – and you’ve probably felt like marching as they went by. You play brass
instruments as you play wind instruments: by blowing, but with your lips more inside the
mouthpiece. A trumpet, a trombone, a French horn and the big tuba are members of the
brass family.

tuba

French horn

trumpet

You can have fun making home-made instruments. This book shows
you how: Make and Use Musical Instruments by Anna-Marie D’Cruz,
Make and Use Series (Wayland) 2007.
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The Orchestra
Members of all the families of instruments –
percussion, strings, woodwind and brass –
come together in an orchestra. It takes many
musicians playing many instruments to
make up an orchestra.
With so many musicians playing so many
A conductor directs an orchestra
different instruments, you might think that
an orchestra could sound like a mixed-up
mess. But the musicians all play together and the orchestra makes beautiful music!
Partly that’s because they have a conductor. The conductor does not play an instrument.
The conductor is a man or woman who stands in front of the orchestra and helps the
musicians stay together and play when they are supposed to. The conductor is like the
manager of a sports team: he or she makes sure that all the members of the orchestra play
their best and do their job at the right time. To show respect, people sometimes address
the conductor as ‘Maestro’ [MICE-troh], which means ‘Master’.
Here are some ways to get to know the instruments in the orchestra:

204

G

A fun way to meet the orchestra is to listen to Peter and the Wolf by the Russian composer
Sergei Prokofiev [SAIR-gay pruh-KOF-yef]. Many fine recordings of
this work are downloadable as well as being available on CD or
DVD. Peter and the Wolf introduces the orchestra by telling a
story in which diﬀerent instruments play the parts of diﬀerent
characters. A oboe plays a duck; a clarinet plays a cat; stringed
instruments play the hero, Peter; and brass instruments play the
wolf. Many recordings feature a narrator who tells the story of
Peter’s adventures along with the music.

G

Read The Hoffnung Symphony Orchestra by Gerard
Hoffnung (The Hoffnung Partnership) 2000. The different
intruments of the orchestra are shown in a series of lighthearted cartoons (right).

G

Attend a school band concert, or watch an orchestra
on television. Notice how the families of instruments sit
together on the stage. Watch the conductor and see what
kinds of things he or she does during the concert.

Music

Great Composers
Some people are so good at what they do that almost everybody knows who they are.
Can you think of a great footballer whom almost everybody knows? Or someone who
sings popular songs on the radio? Or someone who has written famous books?
In music, there are some people who write such great music that almost everyone knows
who they are. A person who writes music is called a composer. Some great composers
wrote their music long before you, your parents or even your grandparents were ever born.
But because their music is so wonderful, people still listen to it, play it and enjoy it today.
Let’s meet one of these great composers. His name is Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
[MOTES-art]. That’s a long name, so most people call him Mozart. He lived a long time
ago in a Central European country
called Austria. Mozart only lived to be
thirty-five years old, but he wrote over
six hundred works to sing and to play
on instruments.
Mozart started writing music when
he was just a little boy. He was an
amazing child, a real genius. He had
an older sister, Maria Anna, who was
a very good musician herself. He
called her by a nickname, ‘Nannerl’.
Let’s hear a story about Mozart
when he was a child. Some words in
this story may be new to you. Here is
what they mean:
clavier [kla-VEER]: an oldfashioned instrument that, like a
piano today, has a keyboard
minuet [min-yoo-ET]: a kind of
dance
allegro [a-LEG-ro]: an Italian term
used to describe music that is fast
and lively
Mozart
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‘Mozart the Wonder Boy’
While Nannerl was having her music lesson
with Father Leopold Mozart, three-year-old
Wolfgang watched carefully and listened to
every word that Father said. Wolfgang
enjoyed listening to music and was
particularly delighted to hear the harmonies
that different instruments produced.
When his sister’s lesson had finished,
Wolfgang asked: ‘Can I please have a lesson
with you, too, Father?’
‘You are only three, Wolfie. When you are
older you will have your lessons,’ Father
Mozart replied.
Wolfgang sat at the clavier’s keyboard and
began to play a few notes on his own.
Hearing the music he produced was ever so
much fun.
When Wolfgang was four, Father Mozart
started to teach him to play simple songs on
the clavier. He soon started to play extremely
well. Aer only half an hour of Father Mozart
teaching him to play a minuet, he would learn
it perfectly, memorising it and playing it
correctly in time. Father Mozart was impressed,
and soon Wolfgang played as well as Nannerl.

Wolfgang Mozart’s first opera
was such a success that the
audience clapped loudly

When Wolfgang was only five, he began to
compose – to write – his own music pieces. Now Father Mozart became very excited about
Wolfgang’s progress, and he wanted to share with the world Wolfgang’s and Nannerl’s talents.
That year, 1762, Father Mozart decided to bring Wolfgang and Nannerl on a concert
tour of the grand courts in Munich [MEEYOO-nik] in southern Germany. The trip by
stagecoach from Salzburg, where they lived, took many hours and was very bumpy, but
Wolfgang and Nannerl still practised their pieces on their imaginary keyboards.
The children were scheduled to perform for the Prince! Wolfgang knew how important
this performance was and he felt a little nervous before his concert. Nannerl and Father
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Mozart encouraged him, and he performed beautifully. The Prince and his court enjoyed
the performance and clapped loudly when it finished. The children and their father stayed
in Munich for three weeks. Father Mozart showed off his talented children during many
concerts, and all of the people of Munich began to talk of the Mozart children.
When Wolfgang arrived home after his first big trip, he was very excited to see his
mother and his little dog named Bimperl because he had missed them so much. He was
so happy to be home that he wrote a minuet, one that was particularly allegro, to celebrate
coming home.
Wolfgang played the clavier very well by now, and Father Mozart decided to give him
a present. It was a violin. The boy immediately ran off to try his hand at playing it. Later,
when his parents’ friends came to the house to play their instruments together, Wolfgang
asked: ‘Father, can I play my new violin with you?’
‘Play your clavier, Wolfie. Wait until you have had lessons to play your violin with us.’
Wolfgang had been so excited about his violin that he now became very disappointed.
‘Oh, Leopold,’ replied Father Mozart’s friend. ‘Let Wolfgang play his violin with us. I
don’t mind. He can stand next to me and he will be fine.’
The musicians began to play, and Wolfgang played along perfectly. He played exactly
in harmony with the others. At the end of the piece, everyone clapped wildly and
complimented Wolfgang on his astounding violin performance. Father Mozart beamed.
When Wolfgang was six, the Mozart family received an important invitation. Wolfgang
and Nannerl were invited to play at the palace in Vienna before the Empress, her family
and young Marie-Antoinette. The whole Mozart family travelled to Vienna. There was
much excitement – the children practised their pieces, their best clothes were prepared
and their shoes were polished until they shone brightly. At the palace, Wolfgang and
Nannerl performed beautifully and the concert was extraordinary. Their parents were very
proud of them. The trip was so successful that the Mozart family decided to go on a
European tour later that year, one that would last three and a half years!
The Mozart family visited many places on their European tour, and they performed
concerts everywhere they went. They played for royalty, visited influential courts and met
some of the most important people in Europe. Everyone loved watching (and hearing!)
the Mozart children perform, and they became well known. They called Wolfgang ‘Mozart
the Wonder Boy’.
Wolfgang grew up to become a great composer. Even now, so many years after
Wolfgang lived, people all over the world still enjoy performing and listening to Wolfgang
Mozart’s brilliant music.
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Get to Know Great Composers and their Music

208

G

Try to hear recordings of Mozart’s music. A good place to start is the
BBC Radio 3 series (90 – 92 FM), Composer of the Week, which
combines stories and music. Their Mozart programmes are available
as podcasts at http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/cotw/all. The
series covers many different composers. Presenter Donald Macleod
guides you through an aspect of a composer’s life, with illustrations
from their music.

G

The best place to hear any music is live, in the same room as the
people performing it. All the UK’s major orchestras have junior
programmes. There are orchestras in Bournemouth, Belfast,
Birmingham, Manchester, Liverpool, Edinburgh, Gateshead, Cardiff
and Glasgow as well as London. The City of Birmingham Symphony
Orchestra stages family concerts on Sunday afternoons, often with
their own children’s chorus taking part. The Ulster Orchestra
sometimes invites its audience to come dressed as film characters.

G

Many musicians work in churches. At the end of a service, the
organist often chooses a voluntary to play as closing music. He sits in
a ‘loft’, high above the rest of the church. The music can be written
by a famous composer, like Bach or Elgar. Be warned. Organs in large
churches can be very loud, but you do not have to sit still for as long
as in a concert. Some special churches, like cathedrals, also employ
choirs to sing most days, with children singing the high notes and
men singing the lower ones. If you are near a cathedral in the early
evening, you can hear a lot of music as part of the evensong service.

Music

G

Music by Mozart and other composers, such as Bach, Beethoven and
Tchaikovsky, is often called classical music. One special kind of
classical music is called a symphony. A symphony is written to be
played by an orchestra. Symphonies are usually long pieces of music,
sometimes half-an-hour or more. Mozart wrote forty-one
symphonies. A composer named Ludwig van Beethoven wrote nine
great symphonies. The beginning of Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony is
one of the most famous moments in all of classical music. Try to hear
it sometime, but be prepared – when the music starts, it may make
you jump.

G

If you prefer listening to recordings, try the Naxos label. They sell a
compilation, My First Classical Music Album (Naxos 8758203) and an
illustrated book to go with it. If you have favourite composers, they
have albums for Mozart, Beethoven and Tchaikovsky too. Remember
that there is a lot of beautiful music beside the most famous bits.
If you like a track, look up the whole work that it is taken from and
try listening to it all. You may like the less famous bits even more.

Music Can Tell a Story
Ask your local library for these picture books based on songs
that tell stories:
Sing Me a Story: Song and Dance Tales from the Caribbean by Grace
Hallworth (Frances Lincoln) 2007
Ten in the Bed by Penny Dale (Walker) 2011
Number Rhymes Tens and Teens by Opal Dunn (Frances Lincoln) 2009
Little Rabbit Foo Foo by Michael Rosen (Walker) 1989
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What are some of your favourite stories? Sometimes music and stories go together. Some
songs tell stories. If you’ve ever sung ‘Run Rabbit Run’ you’ve sung a story. Let’s try it:

On the farm, every Friday,
On the farm, it’s rabbit pie day.
So, every Friday that ever comes along,
I get up early and sing this little song:
Run rabbit – run rabbit – Run! Run! Run!
Run rabbit – run rabbit – Run! Run! Run!
Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang!
Goes the farmer’s gun.
Run, rabbit, run, rabbit, run.
Run rabbit – run rabbit – Run! Run! Run!
Don’t give the farmer his fun! Fun! Fun!
He’ll get by
Without his rabbit pie,
So run rabbit – run rabbit – Run! Run! Run!

The story in ‘Run Rabbit Run’ gets a little silly, but that’s what makes it fun. Do you know
some other story songs, like ‘Billy Boy’? (You can find the words to this song on page 224.)
Sometimes music without words can also seem to tell a story. The sounds can almost
make you see pictures in your mind. Some music can make you imagine good guys and
bad guys, birds singing, a big storm, ships at sea and even brooms marching.
What’s that – brooms marching? Yes, that’s part of the story told in a famous piece of
orchestral music by a French composer named Paul Dukas [doo-KAH]. The music is
called The Sorcerer’s Apprentice.
Do you know what a sorcerer is? He’s like a wizard or magician. An apprentice is
somebody who is both a helper and a learner. e Sorcerer’s Apprentice is an old story that
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has been told in many ways. The story that Paul Dukas tells
in his music is about a young man who helps a sorcerer
while he is learning to become a sorcerer himself. One day
the sorcerer goes out and leaves the apprentice alone.
The apprentice is tired of working, but he still has to
carry water in a bucket from the river. ‘Oh,’ he thinks,
‘I would rather do magic than all this work!’
Then the apprentice decides to do something he
shouldn’t. He takes the sorcerer’s magic wand
and casts a spell: he makes an old broom come
alive! The broom picks up a bucket and
fills it with water – it does the apprentice’s
work for him! When you hear the music
for e Sorcerer’s Apprentice, you can
imagine what’s happening. Quiet,
mysterious music makes you think of the sorcerer and
his magic. Later, when the apprentice casts his spell on the broom, the music turns into a
kind of funny little march, which helps you imagine how a broom might walk!
But then something goes wrong with the apprentice’s spell. He can’t make the broom stop!
It keeps filling the bucket with water and bringing it back and pouring more and more water
on the floor. e apprentice says all the magic words he can think of, but the broom won’t stop.
So the apprentice grabs an axe and, whack, chops the broom in half. at does it – but no, it
doesn’t! Each piece gets up, grabs a bucket and gets more and more water, until soon there’s
water everywhere! When you hear the music, it helps you imagine the apprentice whacking
away with his axe, the brooms stomping along and the water swirling into a great flood.
Many recordings of The Sorcerer’s Apprentice are available, including an
excerpt on the Naxos My First Classical Music Album (see page 236),
which may also be downloaded separately. You can hear the whole thing
on French Symphonic Poems, conducted by Michel Plasson and played by
the Orchestre du Capitole de Toulouse, which is available on iTunes.
You can hear and see the musical story of The Sorcerer’s Apprentice in
the Walt Disney animated film Fantasia, with a classic animated
sequence in which Mickey Mouse plays the apprentice. The film is
available on DVD. If you get a chance to watch the DVD, try this: leave
the picture on but turn off the sound. Do you see how important the
music is to the story?
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Dramas with Music: Opera
Imagine that you wake up one day and find that everybody is singing instead of talking.
You’re in bed and you hear your mother sing (to the tune of ‘On Top of Old Smoky’):
It’s time to get up now,
Get ready for school.
Put on your red jumper,
‘Cause outside it’s cool.
When you get to school, your teacher sings (to the tune of ‘Yankee Doodle’):
All right, children, settle down,
It’s time to practise writing.
Please make sure your pencil’s sharp,
And Billy stop that biting!
When you get home from school, you sing (come on, sing now, to the tune of ‘Twinkle,
Twinkle Little Star’):
I worked hard at school all day,
Now I’m ready for some play.
Wow! Wouldn’t that be weird, but fun, too? It would be like living in an opera.
What is an opera? An opera is like a play in which the words are sung. Have you ever
seen a play, or been in one? In a play people put on costumes, then go onstage to act out
a story. Now imagine if the actors didn’t speak their lines but sang them instead. And
imagine that, while they were singing, an orchestra was playing music for them to sing
along with.
You’ve just imagined an opera. Operas tell stories, sometimes funny, sometimes sad.
Some operas tell stories you probably know. Two famous operas are called Cinderella and
Hansel and Gretel.
It takes longer to sing words than to speak them,
especially if some are repeated. Many operas have well
known stories so that they are easier to follow.
The language does not matter so much and can be

See page114 to put
on your own play
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chosen to suit the style and
the singers. In the first operas,
the singers were often Italian.
The opera Cinderella is sung in
Italian. In Italian it is called
Cenerentola, which means the
same thing. e opera Hansel
and Gretel is sung in German.
Mozart wrote in both languages.
Cinderella and the ugly stepsisters in the
Minnesota Opera’s production of Cinderella

You can read the story of Hansel and Gretel starting on
page 51 of this book. Cinderella is in the Year 1 book.

Music Can Make You Move
What happens when you hear a fast, happy song you like? Do you clap your hands?
Do you tap your toes?
Sometimes music just makes you want to move. Dancing is moving to music.
People around the world love to dance – do you? You can dance just by moving in
whatever way the music makes you feel. Or you can do one of many special kinds of dance,
such as céilidh [KAY-lee], tap, maypole dancing, morris or ballet.
Tap dancers have flat pieces of
metal, called taps, on the bottoms
of their shoes. They quickly move
their feet and legs so that the metal
taps make tap-tap-tapping noises as
they dance.

Maypole dancing
214

Maypole dancing is a beautiful
spectacle. Picture a tall pole with
coloured ribbons tied to the top and
dancers in a circle around it. Each dancer
holds a ribbon and as they pass each
other, the ribbons form a plait or a web.

Music

Morris dancing is so ancient that
nobody quite knows how it began.
The music often comes from an
accordion or concertina. The dancers
wear elaborate costumes, with hats and
sticks and tied-on bells. A special ‘fool’
gets to carry a blown-up bladder and
dance around the others in his ‘side’.

Morris Dancers

Céilidh [KAY-lee] is a kind of dance
for groups, from a celtic word for a
gathering. Men and women form circles
or lines of couples and perform steps with
names like ‘threading the needle’ or
‘stripping the willow’. Sometimes there is
an expert ‘caller’ to remind people of the
next step, especially at less traditional
events, which are similar to English barn
dances. Many céilidh dances involve
changing partners, so you may dance
with many people in a single evening.

Another kind of dance, called ballet, can tell a story. In a ballet there is music, often
played by an orchestra, but no one sings or talks. Instead, in many ballets the dancers tell
a story through the way they move.
Some ballets tell stories you
may know, like the story of
‘Sleeping Beauty’.
Ballet dancers have to practise
for years to learn all they need to
know. They have to work very
hard and grow very strong. They
have to work at balancing
themselves and controlling their
bodies. Sometimes they spin
around and around. Sometimes
they make high leaps into the air.
Young ballerinas prepare to dance
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Sometimes the women dance only on the tips of their toes. The men have to be strong
enough to lift their partners in the air whilst making it look easy.

A popular ballet, performed
every year around Christmas,
is The Nutcracker by the
Russian composer Peter Ilyich
Tchaikovsky [chy-KOV-ski].
The Nutcracker tells a story
about a toy nutcracker that
magically comes to life and,
with a little help from a girl
named Clara, battles and
defeats a Mouse King. Check
your library for books that
tell the story of the ballet,
such as Alison Jay’s The
Nutcracker (Templar) 2011.
This story is also found within
a splendid anthology: The
Orchard Book of Stories from
the Ballet by Geraldine
McCaughrean. Other lovely
Clara dances with the Nutcracker
ballet books include James
Mayhew’s Ella Bella Ballerina
and Cinderella and Ella Bella Ballerina and the Sleeping Beauty, both
published by Orchard.

To see some opera or ballet, try these DVDs:
An enjoyable DVD of the Nutcracker ballet is danced by Anthony Dowell, Alina Cojocaru,
Miyako Yoshida and others from the Royal Ballet (Opus Arte and BBC) 2001.
Also by the Royal Ballet is Tales of Beatrix Potter (Optimum Home), where the dancers
have been specially trained to move like animals.
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These can be long shows, so you might like to have some small ice cream tubs ready
for a half-time interval.
Opera can be even longer than ballet but just as enjoyable. If watching a whole film, be
prepared for intervals that break the show into several instalments. Mozart’s Magic Flute
was made into a film by Ingmar Bergman. There are subtitles to follow the story in English.
The Metropolitan Opera’s show of Hansel and Gretel, conducted by Thomas Fulton, takes
a traditional approach to the fairy tale. For Cinderella, try the film Cenerentola, conducted
by Claudio Abbado, with the comic singer Claudio Desderi as Don Magnifico. The music
is by Rossini and is by turns beautiful and funny. Again, the subtitles are helpful. See more
details about these productions on page 235.

Jazz
One kind of music from America is liked by
people around the world. This music, called jazz,
was invented among communities of former
slaves after the American Civil War. It began in
New Orleans, a southern city where the
Mississippi River flows to the sea. Many people
say that jazz is America’s most important gift to
music. Other styles of music influenced early
jazz, such as ragtime, marching bands, blues and
the spirituals that were sung on slave plantations.

Jazz band The Zuits
There’s one big difference between jazz and most other music. If you sing ‘Row, row,
row your boat’, you don’t change the words or the tune. But every time a jazz musician
plays a song, it comes out a little different. Particular jazz musicians can play the same
songs in different ways. A jazz musician may start with a familiar tune, but then he or she
changes the tune while playing it, so that it sounds a little different every time.
When you make something up as you go along, you are improvising. When jazz
musicians play, they improvise. Can you imagine how you could improvise on a familiar
song? You might start out singing something you know, like this:
Row, row, row your boat,
Gently down the stream.
Merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily,
Life is but a dream.
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Now sing it again, but have fun by changing the words and the tune. As you improvise,
your words might come out something like this (you’ll have to imagine your own tune!):
Row, row, row-ba-doh-ba-doh,
Row my little puddle-paddle boat.
Row so merrily, be-bop-a-bearily,
Down the ice cream peanut-butter dreamy stream!

Ask your local library for these two ‘jazzy’ books:
Charlie Parker Played Be Bop, written and illustrated by Chris Raschka
(Orchard) 1997.
Ben’s Trumpet, written and illustrated by Rachel Isadora (Greenwillow)
1979. You can see an animated version of this on YouTube.

One of the first great jazz
musicians was Louis Armstrong.
Some people called him by a
nickname, ‘Satchmo’, and others
called him ‘Pops’. When Armstrong
was a boy, he lived in New Orleans.
He became very good at playing
jazz even when he was young. He
learned to play the cornet (an
instrument like the trumpet) so
well that the other musicians in his
band would stop playing, or play in
the background, and let him play a
solo (‘solo’ means ‘alone’ in Italian).
He played and sang with many
Louis Armstrong
different jazz musicians and bands
during his life, and he was loved by
people all over the world. You can always recognise his warm and gravelly voice.
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A song that jazz musicians in New
Orleans liked to improvise on is called
‘When the Saints Go Marching In’.
Let’s sing part of it:
Oh, when the saints go marching in,
When the saints go marching in,
I want to be in that number,
When the saints go marching in.

Melody and Harmony
Can you hum? What is your favourite song? Try humming it now. You’ve just hummed
the melody. Sometimes people call the melody of a song the ‘tune’. Have you ever played
‘Name that tune’? To play the game, you take turns humming a song. Your partner tries
to guess the name of the song. You only hum a little of the song at first. If your partner
can’t guess it, then you hum some more. When he guesses it, then it’s his turn to hum and
your turn to guess.
Have you ever sung in a group or heard a
choir sing? If you have, maybe you’ve heard
how a lot of different voices can go together
Try playing ‘Name that tune’
in a way that makes a lovely sound. In music,
with some of your favourite
some sounds go together well. But some
songs and with some of
don’t. It’s a bit like clothing: some clothes go
the songs in this book
together and some don’t. If you put on a red(see pages 222–234).
striped shirt with purple-and-green-checked
trousers, your clothes don’t match. When
you put on clothes that match, they go
together. Music is like that. When the sounds match, or go together, they make harmony.
Instruments can make harmony and voices can make harmony.
Listen to some of your favourite songs to see what instruments are playing at the same
time. Listen to a choir sing. If there are men and women singing together, try to hear how
the men’s low voices and the women’s high voices go together.
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I’ve Got Rhythm!
Now that you know
what melody and
harmony are, let’s
find
out
about
another important
part of music –
rhythm.
Rhythm is what
makes music move.
All
music
has
rhythm. In fact,
some kinds of music
are mainly rhythm.
The performers in the stage show Stomp create
African drummers
their own powerful rhythms by using everyday
play music that is
objects like barrels and saucepans. You might like
mainly rhythm. Irish
to see one of their performances. You can find
music
also
has
out about them here: www.stomponline.com
a lot of rhythm,
sometimes played on a traditional bodhran, a type of drum.
A big part of rhythm is called the beat. Some musicians beat a drum or a piece of wood
to keep the beat. What does it mean to ‘keep the beat’ in music? Think about this: have
you ever noticed how some music makes you want to clap your hands or tap your feet?
When that happens, you don’t clap or tap at just any old time. Instead, when you listen to
the music, it tells you when to clap in a regular, steady way right in time with the music.
That’s because you keep hearing the strongest sound in the music, the beat, coming over
and over again at the very moment that you expect it to come. If you clap your hands or
tap your feet every time you know the strong sound is going to come, then you are ‘keeping
the beat’. ‘Keeping the beat’ is also called ‘keeping time’ to the music.
Here is part of a song you may know, ‘Yankee Doodle’. Let’s try keeping time to it by
clapping our hands on the strong beat every time we know it’s going to come. (In the song,
the strong beat falls on the underlined parts of the words.)
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Yankee Doodle went to town,
A -riding on a po—ny,
Stuck a feather in his cap
And called it macaro—ni.

Reading and Writing Music
PARENTS: Here we introduce your child to some musical notes to convey the
idea that music can be written down. Later books in this series will explain more
about musical notation.

Have you ever seen music written down on paper? It looks like this:

That’s the way you write down the music for ‘Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star’. Reading music
is like reading words – it takes time and practice!
When you write words, you use letters. But when
you write music, you use notes and other special
marks. What the notes look like, where they are and
how many of them are together tell the musician
what to do on his or her instrument. Here you can
see some musical notes and their names.

crotchet minim semibreve

When you sing or play a minim, it lasts twice as long as a crotchet. When you sing or
play a semibreve, it lasts four times as long as a crotchet.
Music is written down so that anyone who reads music can play it. Two people might
live very far away from each other and be very different, but they can play the same music
the same way if they can both read music. Writing music down on paper helps people to
share the music they like.
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A Few Favourite Songs
PARENTS: Here are a few familiar songs to sing with your child. You can find
words to more songs earlier in this music section, and we encourage you to sing
many other songs with your child as well. Children enjoy listening to and singing
along with recordings, too, such as the ones suggested on page 236.

The Grand Old Duke of York
Oh, the grand old Duke of York,
He had ten thousand men;
He marched them up to the top of the hill,
And he marched them down again.

And when they were up, they were up,
And when they were down,
they were down,
And when they were only half-way up,
They were neither up nor down.
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Michael Finnigan
There once was a man named
Michael Finnigan,
He grew whiskers on his chinnigan.
The wind came up and blew them in ag’in,
Poor old Michael Finnigan (begin ag’in).

La Cucaracha
La cucaracha, la cucaracha,
Running up and down the house,
La cucaracha, la cucaracha,
Quiet as a little mouse.

He gets in trouble, a lot of trouble,
Snooping here and everywhere,
La cucaracha, la cucaracha,
Always keeps the cupboard bare.

(Many people have made up their own words to this tune.
Try making up some words yourself.)
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Billy Boy
Where have you been all the day,
Billy Boy, Billy Boy,
Where have you been
all the day my Billy Boy?
I’ve been walking all the day,
With my charming Nancy Grey,
And my Nancy
kittled my fancy,
Oh my charming Billy Boy.
Is she fit to be your wife,
Billy Boy, Billy Boy,
Is she fit to be your
wife my Billy Boy?
She’s as fit to be my wife,
As the fork is to the knife,
And my Nancy kittled my fancy,
Oh my charming Billy Boy.
Can she make a feather bed,
Billy Boy, Billy Boy,
Can she make a feather bed
my Billy Boy?
She can make a feather bed,
Fit for any sailor’s head,
And my Nancy kittled my fancy,
Oh my charming Billy Boy.
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Skip to My Lou
[chorus]
Lou, Lou, skip to my Lou,
Lou, Lou, skip to my Lou,
Lou, Lou, skip to my Lou,
Skip to my Lou, my darling!
[repeat chorus]
Little red wagon, Paint it blue,
Little red wagon, Paint it blue,
Little red wagon, Paint it blue,
Skip to my Lou, my darling!
Lost my partner, what’ll I do?
Lost my partner, what’ll I do?
Lost my partner, what’ll I do?
Skip to my Lou, my darling!
[repeat chorus]
I’ll find another one, prettier, too,
I’ll find another one, prettier, too,
I’ll find another one, prettier, too,
Skip to my Lou, my darling!
[repeat chorus]
Lou, Lou, skip to my Lou,
Lou, Lou, skip to my Lou,
Lou, Lou, skip to my Lou,
Skip to my Lou, my darling!
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Frère Jacques / Brother John
(This song is sometimes sung as a ‘round’, splitting into groups with each group singing
the same melody but starting at different times to sing one line after the group before.)

[French]
Frère Jacques, Frère Jacques,
Dormez-vous?
Dormez-vous?
Sonnez les matines!
Sonnez les matines!
Dig, din, don. Dig, din, don.

[English]
Are you sleeping,
Are you sleeping
Brother John, Brother John?
Ring the bell for morning!
Ring the bell for morning!
Ding, dang, dong. Ding, dang, dong.

Dry Bones
Ezekiel cried: ‘Them dry bones!’
Ezekiel cried: ‘Them dry bones!’
Ezekiel cried: ‘Them dry bones!’
Now hear the word of the Lord.
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The foot bone connected to the leg bone,
The leg bone connected to the knee bone,
The knee bone connected to the thigh bone,
The thigh bone connected to the hip bone,
The hip bone connected to the back bone,
The back bone connected to the neck bone,
The neck bone connected to the jaw bone,
The jaw bone connected to the head bone,
Now hear the word of the Lord.
Them bones, them bones gonna walk around,
Them bones, them bones gonna walk around,
Them bones, them bones gonna walk around,
Now hear the word of the Lord.
The head bone connected to the jaw bone,
The jaw bone connected to the neck bone,
The neck bone connected to the back bone,
The back bone connected to the hip bone,
The hip bone connected to the thigh bone,
The thigh bone connected to the knee bone,
The knee bone connected to the leg bone,
The leg bone connected to the foot bone,
Now hear the word of the Lord.

You can read more about the skeleton starting on page 302.
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There’s a Hole in my Bucket
There’s a hole in my bucket, dear Liza, dear Liza.
There’s a hole in my bucket, dear Liza, a hole.
Well, mend it, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry.
Well, mend it, dear Henry, dear Henry, mend it.
With what shall I mend it? Dear Liza, dear Liza,
With what shall I mend it? Dear Liza, with what?
With straw, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry.
With straw, dear Henry, dear Henry, with straw.
But the straw is too long, dear Liza, dear Liza.
The straw is too long, dear Liza, too long.
Then cut it, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry.
Then cut it, dear Henry, dear Henry, cut it.
With what shall I cut it? Dear Liza, dear Liza,
With what shall I cut it? Dear Liza, with what?
With a knife, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry.
With a knife, dear Henry, dear Henry, a knife.
But the knife is too blunt, dear Liza, dear Liza.
The knife is too blunt, dear Liza, too blunt.
Then sharpen it, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry.
Then sharpen it, dear Henry, dear Henry, sharpen it.
With what shall I sharpen it? Dear Liza, dear Liza,
With what shall I sharpen it? Dear Liza, with what?
With a stone, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry.
With a stone, dear Henry, dear Henry, a stone.
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But the stone is too dry, dear Liza, dear Liza.
The stone is too dry, dear Liza, too dry.
Then wet it, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry.
Then wet it, dear Henry, dear Henry, wet it.
With what shall I wet it? Dear Liza, dear Liza,
With what shall I wet it? Dear Liza, with what?
With water, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry.
With water, dear Henry, dear Henry, with water.
In what shall I fetch it? Dear Liza, dear Liza,
In what shall I fetch it? Dear Liza, in what?
In a bucket, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry.
In a bucket, dear Henry, dear Henry, a bucket.
But there’s a hole in my bucket, Dear Liza, dear Liza.
There’s a hole in my bucket, Dear Liza, a hole.
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What Shall We Do With the Drunken Sailor?
What shall we do with the drunken sailor?
What shall we do with the drunken sailor?
What shall we do with the drunken sailor
Early in the morning?
Hooray and up she rises!
Hooray and up she rises!
Hooray and up she rises
Early in the morning!
Put him in the long-boat until he’s sober...
Hooray and up she rises...
Pull out the plug and wet him all over...
Hooray and up she rises...

Ten Green Bottles
Ten green bottles, hanging on the wall,
Ten green bottles, hanging on the wall,
And if one green bottle should accidentally fall
There’ll be nine green bottles, hanging on the wall.
…
There’ll be nine green bottles, hanging on the wall…
…
There’ll be one green bottle, hanging on the wall…
There’ll be no green bottles hanging on the wall!
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For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow
For he’s a jolly good fellow, [three times]
And so say all of us. [once]
And so say all of us. [twice]
For he’s a jolly good fellow, [three times]
And so say all of us. [once]

This song has the same
tune as the song ‘The Bear
Went Over the Mountain’
that we sang in Year 1.

Michael, Row the Boat Ashore
Michael, row the boat ashore, Hallelujah,
Michael, row the boat ashore, Hallelujah.
Sister, help to trim the sail, Hallelujah,
Sister, help to trim the sail, Hallelujah.
Jordan’s river is chilly and cold, Hallelujah,
Chills the body but not the soul, Hallelujah.
The river is deep and the river is wide, Hallelujah,
Milk and honey on the other side, Hallelujah.
Michael, row the boat ashore, Hallelujah.
Michael, row the boat ashore, Hallelujah.
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She’ll Be Comin’ Round the Mountain
She’ll be comin’ round the mountain when she comes.
She’ll be comin’ round the mountain when she comes.
She’ll be comin’ round the mountain,
She’ll be comin’ round the mountain,
She’ll be comin’ round the mountain when she comes.
She’ll be drivin’ six white horses when she comes, [as above]
Oh, we’ll all go out to meet her when she comes, [as above]
She’ll be wearing pink pyjamas when she comes, [as above]
She’ll be comin’ round the mountain when she comes, [as above]
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On Top of Old Smoky
On top of Old Smoky,
All covered with snow,
I lost my true lover
For courting too slow.

Well, courting’s a pleasure
And parting is grief,
But a false-hearted lover
Is worse than a thief.

On top of Old Smoky,
All covered with snow,
I lost my true lover
For courting too slow.

I Had a Little Nut Tree
I had a little nut tree
Nothing would it bear
But a silver nutmeg
And a golden pear.
The king of Spain’s daughter
Came to visit me,
And all for the sake of my little nut tree.
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Lavender’s Blue
Lavender’s blue,
diddle, diddle,
Lavender’s green.
When I am king,
diddle, diddle,
You shall be queen.
Call up your men,
diddle, diddle,
Set them to work,
Some to the plough,
diddle, diddle,
Some to the cart.
Some to make hay,
diddle, diddle,
Some to cut corn,
Whilst you and I,
diddle, diddle,
Keep ourselves warm.

Polly Put the Kettle On
Polly, put the kettle on,
Polly, put the kettle on,
Polly, put the kettle on,
We’ll all have tea.
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Suggested Resources
Books
Penny Dale, Ten in the Bed (Walker) 2011
Anna-Marie D’Cruz, Make and Use Musical Instruments (Wayland) 2007
Opal Dunn, Number Rhymes Tens and Teens (Frances Lincoln) 2009
Grace Hallworth, Sing Me a Story: Song and Dance Tales from the Caribbean (Frances
Lincoln) 2007
Gerard Hoffnung, Hoffnung Symphony Orchestra (Hoffnung Partnership) 2000
Rachel Isadora, Ben’s Trumpet (Greenwillow) 1979
Alison Jay, The Nutcracker (Templar) 2011
Geraldine McCaughrean, Orchard Book of Stories from the Ballet (Orchard) 2003
James Mayhew, Ella Bella Ballerina and Cinderella (Orchard) 2010
James Mayhew, Ella Bella Ballerina and the Sleeping Beauty (Orchard) 2008
Chris Raschka, Charlie Parker Played Be Bop (Orchard) 1997
Michael Rosen, Little Rabbit Foo Foo (Walker) 1989

DVDs and YouTube
Ben’s Trumpet (Tibbetts Productions), available at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hea0leH40j4
Cenerentola conducted by Claudio Abbado (Deutsche Grammophon) 2006
Fantasia including The Sorcerer’s Apprentice (Walt Disney) 2010
Hansel Und Gretel, conducted by Thomas Fulton and played by the Metropolitan Opera
(Deutsche Grammophon) 2010
The Magic Flute, directed by Ingmar Bergman (Gaumont) 1975
The Nutcracker, performed by Anthony Dowell, Alina Cojocaru, and others from the
Royal Ballet (Opus Arte and BBC) 2001
Tales of Beatrix Potter, performed by the Royal Ballet (Optimum Home) 2006
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Songbooks with CDs
Caroline Hooper, The Usbourne Nursery Rhyme Songbook (Usbourne) 2004
Beatrice Harrop and Jane Sebba, Sing Hey Diddle Diddle (A & C Black) 2001
Michael Rosen, Sonsense Nongs (A & C Black) 2001

Audio Recordings
Composer of the Week series by BBC Radio 3 (90 – 92 FM), available at
www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/cotw/all
My First Classical Music Album (Naxos) 2011
Prokofiev: Peter and the Wolf / Britten: Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra (EMI) 2007
The Sorcerer’s Apprentice: French Symphonic Poems, directed by Michel Plasson and
performed by Orchestre du Capitole de Toulouse, available from www.apple.com/itunes

Mobile Apps
Classical I (Magic Anywhere) app for iPad or iPhone
Musical Flash Cards (Kids Place) app for iPad or iPhone
Music Sparkles (Kids Games Club) app for iPad or iPhone
WI Orchestra (Wallander Instruments) app for iPad or iPhone
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