History and
Geography
Introduction
For many years British primary schools have taught history through topics, such
as Florence Nightingale, Henry VIII and his six wives and the Great Fire of London.
These topics are all interesting, and have an obvious appeal to children, but their
popularity often results in children going over this material several times in the course of
their school career, whilst not covering other very important areas. By treating history as
a series of topic projects, there is a danger that children never learn the sequence of events
in British history which makes it clear to them how one thing has led to another, and how
each generation builds on the experiences of those who have gone before them.
Learning history is not simply a matter of being able to recall names and dates, though
the value of getting a firm mental grip on a few names and dates − such as 1066 and 1688
− should not be discounted. Year 2 pupils have not, of course, developed a sophisticated
sense of chronology that allows them to appreciate the vast expanses of years between,
say, the Ice Age, ancient Egypt and the Norman conquest, all of which, to the Year 2 child,
happened long, longer or really long ago. Nevertheless, the development of a chronological
sense is aided by having at least a few dates fixed in the mind and associated with specific
events, so that later, as children grow, they can begin to place these dates and events into
a more fully developed sense of what happened when.
The thematic approach to history – looking at the development of toys or houses
through the ages – is also appealing to children, and can be a useful means of conveying
information about things with which the child is already familiar. However, with no
chronological framework at all, it becomes difficult for the child to grasp even the
development of these familiar concepts.
As anyone knows who has witnessed children’s fascination with dinosaurs, knights in
armour or kings and queens, young children are interested not just in themselves and
their immediate surroundings but also in other people, places and times. In Year 2, we
can take advantage of children’s natural curiosity and begin to broaden their horizons.
An early introduction to history and geography can foster an understanding of the broad
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world beyond each child’s locality, and make the child aware of varied people and ways
of life. Such historical study can also begin to develop a child’s sense of our nation’s past
and its significance.
In the following pages, we begin to share with children the long and fascinating story
of both the country they live in and the wider world beyond it. Each corresponding
chapter in the Core Knowledge UK series of books is divided into sections including
world history and geography and British history and geography. The extent to which
children can appreciate the complexities of a given period will obviously increase with
age. However, our aim is that children should have an overall grasp of the major outlines
of the history and geography of both the world and of Britain by the time they finish their
primary education.
While it’s good to help children grasp a few important facts, for young children the best
history teaching emphasises the story in history. By appealing to children’s naturally active
imaginations, we can ask them to ‘visit’ people and places in the past (for example, we
take children on a trip down the Nile River with King Tut in ancient Egypt). We encourage
parents and teachers to go beyond these pages to help children to learn about history
through art projects, drama, music, television programmes and discussions.

World History and Geography
History: Everyone’s Story
History. Listen closely to the word: history. Do you hear another word in it? Do you hear
the word story? History is a story. It’s the story of all the people who have lived before us.
It helps us remember who we are and what we’ve done.
When you study history, you learn stories of great men and women who have
done extraordinary things. You will learn about people who survived in a hot desert by
growing food beside the longest river in the world and who built amazing pyramids very,
very long ago. You will meet a brave queen who fought against a huge empire to keep her
people free. You will learn about kings and warriors who were so strong that they could
sail through icy seas in wooden boats.
History is not just the story of emperors, kings and queens. It’s also the story of ordinary
people, of farmers, builders, artists, sailors, soldiers, teachers and children. Their stories
are worth knowing. They are our stories. History is about how we have changed and how
we have stayed the same. And so history is everyone’s story.
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The Birth of Civilisation
In the Year 1 book, we looked at the way people lived in the Stone Age, the Bronze Age
and the Iron Age in Britain. For thousands of years, people lived by hunting animals and
gathering plants. But in some other parts of the world, people were already living in a way
that was much more like the way we live today. We talk about these people and their
ancient civilisations – a civilisation is a big word for a group of people who live in a highly
developed society. Let’s think of some of the things that make civilised people different
from those Ice Age hunters of long ago: things like living in one place, farming, building
cities and having a written language. This means that people in a civilisation have a set
order to their society so everyone knows the rules and laws.
The first civilisations began in Africa and Asia. Can you find those continents on
a globe or world map? Now let’s learn about two of the earliest civilisations.
Let’s go first to ancient Egypt.

Why are Ancient Civilisations Called ‘Ancient’?
When you hear the Egyptians or other people in this book described
as ancient, it doesn’t mean that they grew to be very old. It means
that the people were part of a civilisation that existed a long, long,
long time ago. Ancient Egypt is the civilisation in Egypt thousands of
years ago.

Egypt: Gift of the Nile
Egypt is in Africa. It’s in a giant desert. Do you know what the weather is usually like in a
desert? It’s dry. It doesn’t rain much at all.
Even though they lived in a desert, the
ancient Egyptians were among the first
people to learn to farm. Now wait a minute;
how could that be? To grow crops, you need
enough water. But what about Egypt, with all
that burning sun and so little rain?

Read more about the
desert and the animals
living there in the science
chapter on pages 290–291.
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In fact, the Egyptian soil wasn’t as dry as you might think. Egypt had very little rain,
but she had a great treasure − a fantastic flooding river called the Nile.
The Nile is the lo-o-o-o-ngest river in the world. Do you see it on the map? It begins
high in the rain-soaked mountains of central Africa and flows down the mountainsides.
It twists and splashes into calm lakes and beautiful waterfalls. The Nile travels north for
thousands of miles, and when it finally reaches the desert, this river does more than flow.
It floods!
Once a year the
Nile overflows its
banks. The river’s
yearly flood turns
one of the driest
parts of the world
into fertile ground
(‘fertile’ means that
plants can grow
there very easily).
After the Nile
floods, for about
ten miles along
either side of the
river the soil turns
a rich black colour.
This is how the River Nile looks today
It’s full of minerals
and other good things that help crops grow.
Five thousand years ago, the Nile’s gift of rich black soil meant so much to the early
Egyptians that they named their country ‘Black Land’. We call such moist, rich soil ‘silt’.
If you mix silt, sunshine and seeds together, plants will grow. Along the banks of the Nile,
warm breezes blew wild barley seeds into the soil, and food crops sprang from the ground.
The Egyptians didn’t just wait for nature to blow the seeds into the soil. They began
planting seeds on purpose along the banks of the Nile. They grew big crops of grains like
barley and wheat, whose seeds can be ground up into flour. You still eat these grains in
foods like cereal and bread.
When the Egyptians began to grow crops they could eat, then they didn’t have to hunt
as much. They began to stay in one place in order to be near their fields and take care of
their crops. They began to build villages and cities. They began to build a civilisation.
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Fantastic Pharaohs and Marvellous Monuments
What a civilisation! In the next two thousand years, the Egyptians built enormous buildings
and monuments that are still among the biggest ever made. ey built huge stone temples
and pyramids (you’ll learn more about pyramids soon). Why did they do it?
Well, one reason was that the pharaohs [FAIR-rows] ordered them to do it. Who were
the pharaohs? They were the rulers of ancient Egypt. The pharaohs had wonderful names
that are fun to say − Rameses [RAM-ee-sees], Akhenaten [ah-ken-AH-ten], Amenhotep
[ah-men-HOE-tep], Tutankhamun [toot-AN-CAR-moon] and Hatshepsut [hat-SHEPsoot]. They were like kings and queens, but in some ways they were even more powerful.
The people of ancient Egypt thought the pharaoh was divine which means they thought
he (or she!) wasn’t just a powerful person but also a god. This belief in the pharaoh as a
living god-king made his or her commands very powerful indeed!
The pharaohs wanted to inspire and
amaze people with their greatness. Each
pharaoh wanted to show his people that he
was even more powerful and important than
the god-king who had come before him.
Imagine for a moment that you’re the
pharaoh. You are very proud and boastful. To
show everyone how powerful and important
you are, what would you do? Would you have
someone write a story about the great things
you’ve done? Would you make a huge statue
of yourself for everyone to see? ose ideas
occurred to the pharaohs, too.
Lots of sculptures of Queen
Nefertiti have been made to show
her beauty and her power as the
wife of the pharaoh Akhenaten.
See a famous portrait bust of
Queen Nefertiti
on page 180.
A huge statue of Rameses II
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Were all the pharaohs of Egypt
men? Most were, but once there
was a woman pharaoh named
Hatshepsut. She didn’t want to
be called ‘queen’. She wanted to
be known as ‘pharaoh’ because
she did the work of a pharaoh!
She led armies into battle, and
she ordered the building of
great monuments.

The pharaohs ordered thousands of slaves
to build great monuments to themselves and
to the gods they worshipped.
They ordered workers to carve large
images of their faces in stone. Now, imagine
for a moment that you’re one of the workers:
you sweat and strain in the sun as you drag
massive, heavy stones across the hot sand.
Maybe you don’t think as highly of the
pharaoh as he does of himself!
One very important pharaoh, Rameses II,
thought he was so great that he even erased
from the monuments the names of many
pharaohs who had come before him. He
made sure only his stories were written on
the walls of the buildings!

Do you think that this statue of the
pharaoh Hatshepsut makes her
look more like a male pharaoh
rather than a female one?

Hieroglyphics: Picture Writing
Do you remember the reason we know only a little about the early humans in the Ice Age?
It’s because those early humans did not have a way to write anything about themselves.
But we know a lot more about the ancient Egyptians. Why do you think we know more?
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Did you say that the Egyptians knew how
to write? Yes, the Egyptians did have a form
of writing. Instead of writing with letters, as
you’re learning to do, they used picture
writing. This picture writing is called
hieroglyphics [hi-row-GLIFF-icks]. Some
modern scientists who are called
archaeologists [ar-key-OLL-oh-jists] study
the things that were left behind by people
who lived long ago. Archaeologists studied
the Egyptian hieroglyphics and have figured
out what many of them mean by using the
Rosetta Stone. The Rosetta Stone used three
different forms of writing to record the same
message three times. Because archaeologists
knew the other two languages, they were
able to decode the hieroglyphics so we can
learn a lot about the Egyptians from what
they wrote.

Egyptian Hieroglyphs

When Rameses II ordered his workers to
tell his stories, they carved hieroglyphics in
stone. Each picture − whether of a falcon,
a snake or a shepherd’s staﬀ − had a meaning.
One of the reasons we know so much
about Rameses II is that he had a lot written
about himself!
The Rosetta Stone in the British Museum in London

A Journey Down the Nile
Are you ready for an adventure? Imagine you can travel back thousands of years to ancient
Egypt. We’re going for a sail down the Nile!
There’s a boat floating on the river. And look, there’s a young man wearing a fancy
headdress. He’s nodding to you. You’re lucky to have him as your host. Although he’s
young − only a teenager − he is very important. In fact, he’s the pharaoh!
His name is Tutankhamun. Let’s call him ‘King Tut’ for short. Come on, hurry up,
pharaohs aren’t used to waiting for anyone. In a very dignified voice, King Tut says:
‘Welcome aboard. I am so pleased that you can join us for the crocodile hunt.’
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The Great Sphinx and an Egyptian Pyramid
‘Crocodile hunt?!’ you splutter. ‘But I don’t even know how to fish!’
‘Do not worry about a thing,’ King Tut responds. ‘My servants will spear the creatures
for you.’ You look around and see that there are many people on the boat who are ready
to wait on the young pharaoh’s every need. They bow very low before him. You wonder
what their lives are like. Are they afraid of this young pharaoh? Do they get tired of having
to wait on him and do whatever he asks?
A servant brings King Tut a fruit drink and offers you one, too. You sip your drink and
enjoy the sights as the boat floats along the Nile. ‘Look over there,’ says King Tut. ‘Do you
see that enormous statue – that huge figure with the body of a lion and the head of a
human? That is the great Sphinx. The Sphinx is like a pharaoh: the pharaoh rules as a
man, and he is as powerful as a lion.’
‘And look there,’ says Tut, ‘near the Sphinx. Do you see the pyramids?’ How could you
miss them? They’re huge! The biggest pyramid covers a space on the ground as big as
thirteen football fields, (of course, they didn’t play football way back in Tut’s time)!
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You look at the young pharaoh and ask: ‘Why did you build the pyramids, King Tut?
What are they for?’
Tut laughs and says: ‘Oh, I did not build them! ose pyramids have been around for a
thousand years. They are the sacred tombs of the god-kings before me. They are the burial
places of ancestor pharaohs from long ago.’
‘But King Tut,’ you ask, ‘why do you go to all that trouble to bury someone?’
‘For us,’ the young pharaoh explains, ‘it is not a simple matter of just putting a pharaoh in
the ground aer he dies. No, what is important to us is the way the pharaoh lives aer he dies.’
Tut can tell that you’re puzzled, so he goes on. ‘You know,’ he says, ‘that Egyptian
pharaohs are god-kings. After our bodies die, we believe that our spirits keep on living if
we make the necessary preparations. First, our bodies must be well preserved, because the
body provides a home for the spirit after death. So our priests prepare the bodies of dead
pharaohs in a special way. They do many things, such as wash and clean the body with
fragrant spices, and rub it with special oils. One of the last things they do is wrap the body
in rolls of white cloth, to make a mummy.’
Tut goes on: ‘e mummy is very important. It’s a home for the pharaoh’s ever-living
spirit. If the mummy is damaged, the spirit cannot live. So the mummy must be kept safe.
That is why the pyramids were built. The pyramids are very safe places to protect
the pharaoh’s mummy.’

Animal Gods
The ancient Egyptians believed in many gods.
They often pictured their gods as having human
bodies with the heads of animals, such as lions, rams
(male sheep with horns) or crocodiles!
The god of the sun, called Amon (sometimes Amon
Ra), had a ram’s head. Here you can see a picture of
the god of the sky, Horus,
who had the head of a
bird called a falcon.
Horus
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‘Still,’ you ask, ‘why do the pyramids
have to be so big?’
‘Oh, there is much more in the
pyramid than just a mummy,’ Tut
answers. ‘The pyramids are filled with
different chambers and passageways.
The room where the mummy lies
contains everything the pharaoh
needs in the afterlife.’
‘What does he need?’ you ask.
‘Why,’ says Tut, ‘his spirit needs
almost everything he needed in his
earthly life – food, furniture,
jewellery, games and much more.’
Tut leans over and motions for you
to come very close. Then he whispers
to you: ‘If you can keep a secret, I’ll
tell you where I am to be buried.’

The ancient Egyptians made mummies
for their pharaohs and their favourite
animals – here are some at the
British Museum

‘You can trust me,’ you whisper back. ‘Where?’
‘There,’ he says as he points to the distant hills.
‘Is that where you’ll have your pyramid built?’ you ask.
‘No, no,’ says Tut with a frown. Then he explains that pharaohs don’t use pyramids any
more, because too many robbers, who have no respect for the dead, have broken into the
monuments of the great pharaohs and stolen all the treasures. So, when Tut dies, he will
be buried in a tomb hidden underground in this place, called the Valley of the Kings.
inking about tombs has made Tut very serious. In a friendly but firm voice he tells you:
‘It is time for you to go now.’ You’re just about to speak up and point out that you haven’t
caught a crocodile yet, but then you remember: it’s not a good idea to talk back to a pharaoh!

The Treasures of King Tut
King Tutankhamun was a real pharaoh who lived thousands of years ago. He did a very
good job hiding his tomb. It wasn’t so very long ago − in 1922 – that a hardworking
archaeologist, after searching for five years, finally found Tut’s tomb in the Valley of the
Kings. As he entered the tomb, his eyes opened wide in amazement: it was in almost
perfect condition! The tomb was full of decorated chairs, shining jewellery, fancy clothes
133

What Your Year 2 Child Needs to Know

A jewel treasure buried with King Tut
and thousands of other objects that had been
buried with the pharaoh.
Here you can see some of the treasures buried
with Tut, including a beautiful gold mask that
shows what he looked like.

Mesopotamia – Another Gift
In Egypt the Nile flooded every year. East of Egypt,
on the continent of Asia, two other rivers flooded
yearly. These neighbouring rivers are called the
Euphrates [yoo-FRAY-teez] and the Tigris [TIEgris]. Like the Nile, when these rivers flooded, they
gave the gift of rich soil. That meant that the people
who lived beside or between the rivers could farm,
grow plenty of food and build their homes.
An Ayyab letter written in cuneiform,
on display at The Louvre in Paris
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is warm and pleasant region has a long name, Mesopotamia [MESS-oh-puh-TAY-me-uh].
Mesopotamia means ‘the place between two rivers’. (Look at the map on page 127).
What happened between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers? A lot!
Mesopotamia is known as ‘the cradle of civilisation’ because history was born here.
Remember, history is a story: so, when we say history was born in Mesopotamia, we mean
that it’s the place where people first began to write down the story of human lives. Even
before the ancient Egyptians started writing with hieroglyphics, the early people of
Mesopotamia had begun to write. We call their kind of writing cuneiform [KYOO-neeform]. It’s a strange-sounding word, and it means ‘wedge-shaped’, which is exactly what
cuneiform was: a thin, triangular, wedge-shaped kind of writing.

A Great Mesopotamian Story
Not so long ago, archaeologists were digging in this
cradle of civilisation. ey found twelve clay tablets
covered with cuneiform. e tablets were over five
thousand years old! ey told an exciting story −
the oldest story in the world. We do not know what
the people of Mesopotamia called it, but we call it
the Epic of Gilgamesh [GILL-guh-mesh].
An epic is a long story filled with the
adventures of heroes. The Epic of Gilgamesh tells
the story of a mighty king named Gilgamesh, who
rules harshly over his people. He forces them to
build high walls and tall monuments and never
lets them rest. But another hero, named Enkidu,
fights Gilgamesh. Although they begin as enemies,
Enkidu and Gilgamesh eventually become
friends. Enkidu teaches Gilgamesh what it means
to rule wisely.

A statue of Gilgamesh

Because the Epic of Gilgamesh was written
down, we can learn a lot from it about how the
people in long-ago Mesopotamia saw the world.
It tells us what they admired in a hero, what gods
they worshipped and how they thought the gods
wanted them to behave.
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What’s a Ziggurat?
Like the ancient Egyptians, the
Mesopotamian people worshipped
many gods. ey prayed to a sky
god, a sun god, a water god, a storm
god and many more. From what
you know about ancient peoples
and the importance of growing
crops, why do you think weather
gods were so important to them?

This is a reconstructed Ziggurat

To honour their gods, the people of Mesopotamia built temples called ziggurats [ZIGuh-rats]. Ziggurats were enormous monuments with sides that looked like stair steps. ey
were not quite as tall as the pyramids, but if you saw one today, you’d feel very tiny standing
next to it! You can still see the remains of a very large ziggurat in a city called Ur.
The Mesopotamian people believed in
a powerful goddess they called Ishtar.
To honour Ishtar, they built a wall
around their largest and most important
city, Babylon. The wall had a beautiful
blue gate called the Gate of Ishtar.
This blue-tiled gate was decorated with
golden bulls and
lions, which were
Ishtar’s favourite
animals. In this
way the people of
Babylon warned
their enemies:
‘Do not mess
with us, for we
are
protected
by Ishtar!’
The restored Gate of Ishtar in
the Pergamon Museum in
Berlin, Germany
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A Leader and the Laws
Think about it: Why do
In early Mesopotamia the people did not
people need laws? What
would happen without them?
have pharaohs as rulers. They had kings. One
very important king was named Hammurabi
[ha-muh-RAH-bee]. He ruled over Babylon.
He also ruled the land around the city, because he had sent his armies out to conquer it.
He was known for miles around as a strong and fair king.
Hammurabi decided that, to make Babylon strong, the kingdom needed to have good
laws. Do you know what laws are? Laws are the rules we obey. Today, for example, we
have a law that says that all cars have to stop when you walk across a zebra crossing. Do
you know of any other laws?
Of course, Hammurabi lived a very, very long time before there were cars. In fact, he
lived in a time when people were first beginning to understand why it’s important to have
laws. Hammurabi collected laws from as many kingdoms as he could, and then he put
together the Code of Hammurabi. This was a very long
list of laws, and some of them seem strange or cruel to
us today. For example, one law said that if a doctor
operated on a patient and the patient died, then the
doctor’s hand should be chopped off! This is definitely
not the way we would do things today. But not all of
Hammurabi’s laws were so harsh. In fact, many of his
laws protected those who could not protect themselves.
For example, one law said that if a man was poor, a
doctor should charge him less than a rich man for the
same operation.
The Code of Hammurabi is carved into this stone

Justice: An Important Idea
Hammurabi was one of the first people to recognise how important
laws are. Although we would not agree with some of the harsh laws
he made, we share today Hammurabi’s concern with an idea called
justice. Justice is a big and important idea. When we think about justice,
we think about what is fair for everyone. And we ask, what can we
do to make life in our communities more just − better and fairer −
for everyone?
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Religions:
What Different People Believe
PARENTS: In the World History and Geography section, we introduce children not
only to ancient civilisations but also to topics in the history of world religions. As the
many people who contributed to the development of the Core Knowledge Sequence
agreed (see pages xxi–xxii), religion is a shaping force in the history of civilisation and
thus should be part of what our children know about. e pages on religion have
benefited from the critiques of religious scholars and representatives of various faiths,
whom we wish to thank for their advice and suggestions. In introducing children to
the history of world religions, we focus on major symbols, figures and stories. Our goal
is to be descriptive, not prescriptive, and to maintain a sense of respect and balance.

Have you noticed that when we talk about early civilisations, we keep mentioning ‘the
gods’? When we talk about the gods, or God, that people believe in, we are talking about
their religion.
For thousands of years, different religions have helped many different people try to
answer some big questions. These are not just questions that people asked long ago in
ancient times. People still ask these questions today, questions like: How did the world
begin? Where did people and animals come from? Why is the world the way it is? How
should people behave?
Today there are many religions in the world. Let’s find out more about three religions
that have been important to many people for thousands of years. ese three religions are
called Judaism, Christianity and Islam.1 Today these religions have millions of followers.
But thousands of years ago, each of these religions was just getting started. We’re going to
look back to these long-ago times and learn about how Judaism, Christianity and Islam began.
But first, think about this: do you remember that people in ancient Mesopotamia and
ancient Egypt believed in many gods? They believed in gods of nature, such as a sun god
and an earth god. They believed in many other gods, such as a god of the dead and a god
to protect the city. Well, there’s a big difference in the religions you’re going to learn about
now. Judaism, Christianity and Islam do not believe in many gods. Instead, all of these
religions believe in just one God, and they spell the name with a capital ‘G’, because that’s
how you begin a name − with a capital letter. Thousands of years ago, this belief in just
one God was a new idea. And this new idea came first from the religion called Judaism.
1
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Judaism
The followers of Judaism today are called Jews.
The Jewish people believe in one God. To worship
God, they go to a place called a synagogue. The holy
book of the Jewish people is called the Bible, or
sometimes the Hebrew Bible. It is written in Hebrew,
a language that is still spoken by many Jews today.
The first part of the Hebrew Bible is called the Torah:
it tells the history of the Jewish people and their God.
Many Jewish people believe that the Torah was
written by a man named Moses.
The Star of David, an important symbol of the Jewish religion

The Story of Moses
Moses was a great leader of the Jewish people. Way back in the time of Moses, the Jewish people
were known by another name: they were called Hebrews. Sometimes the Bible also calls them
Israelites or the Children of Israel. Here is some of the story of Moses, as told in the Hebrew Bible.
e story of Moses begins in ancient Egypt more than three thousand years ago. It was an
awful time for the Hebrews because they were forced by the Egyptians to work as slaves. e
Hebrews had to work long and hard days in the hot sun, carrying the heavy rocks used to
build big monuments. Now, the pharaoh of Egypt noticed something that bothered him. He
saw that among the Hebrews more and more children were being born every day. He began
to worry that one day there might be so many Hebrews that they would rise up and fight
against their Egyptian masters. And so Pharaoh gave a cruel command. He ordered that all
boy children born to the Hebrew people should be drowned in the River Nile!
Just at this time a Hebrew woman gave birth to baby boy. She knew of Pharaoh’s awful
command. She decided she must do something to save her boy, but what? What could she do?
For a few months she did her best to hide him, but she could not keep him hidden forever.
And so this is what she did. She wove a basket out of a long grass called bulrushes. She put tar
on the bottom of the basket so that it would float. en she carried her baby down to the River
Nile and put him in the basket. She le the basket, with the baby in it, floating among the long
grass by the riverbank. Hidden in the distance, the baby’s older sister, named Miriam, watched
the basket and waited to see what would happen.
Soon a group of women came walking along the riverbank. It was Pharaoh’s daughter, along
with the maidens who served her, coming to bathe in the river. Pharaoh’s daughter saw the
basket in the bulrushes, and she sent a maid to fetch it. When she looked inside,
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‘The Finding of Moses by Pharaoh’s Daughter’ by Sir Lawrence Alma-Tadema
she saw a crying baby boy! ‘He must be one of the Hebrew children,’ she said. She felt sorry for
the little child, all alone. She named him Moses, which, it is said, means ‘drawn out of the water’.
Just then the baby’s older sister, Miriam, came out of her hiding place. She approached
Pharaoh’s daughter and asked: ‘Shall I go and find a Hebrew woman to help you take care of
the child?’
‘Yes, do,’ said Pharaoh’s daughter. Now, who do you think Miriam went to get? Moses’s
own mother! So, with two mothers to take care of him, Moses was raised as a prince in the
palace of his people’s enemies!
When Moses grew up, he saw something that upset him. He saw an Egyptian beating a
Hebrew slave. Moses fought the Egyptian and he killed him. And now Moses was in very big
trouble. He had to leave Pharaoh’s palace. He le behind his comfortable life and went far
away to live as a shepherd.
e Hebrew Bible tells us that one day, as Moses was keeping watch over the sheep, he saw
an amazing sight: it was a bush covered with flames, yet the bush itself was not burned by the
flames. en a voice spoke from the burning bush and said to Moses: ‘I am the God of your
fathers. I have seen the suﬀering of my people who are in Egypt. I will send you to Pharaoh
that you may bring forth my people out of Egypt to a good and broad land, a land flowing
with milk and honey.’
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Moses was afraid. He said: ‘O Lord, who am I to do this? Pharaoh will not listen to me. I am
not a man of words. I do not speak well.’ en God became angry and asked Moses who had
given him the power to speak in the first place? God told Moses: ‘I will teach you what to say.’
So Moses, together with his brother, named Aaron, went to Pharaoh and said: ‘God has
commanded you: “Let my people go.”’ But Pharaoh said: ‘I do not know your God, and I will
not let your people go.’ And Pharaoh made the Hebrews work even harder.
en, says the Hebrew Bible, God punished the Egyptians. He sent a plague of frogs: the
River Nile was filled with frogs and the people found frogs in their beds and in their food
bowls. Still, Pharaoh refused to let the Hebrews go. So God sent more punishments. e land
was covered with gnats, flies and locusts. e crops died, and the cattle died.
e people of Egypt found their skin covered with terrible sores. under crashed in the sky
as a terrible hail battered the earth.
Finally, Pharaoh had had enough. He let the Hebrews leave Egypt. ey gathered their few
belongings and set oﬀ to the land that God had promised to Moses and his people, the
Promised Land ‘flowing with milk and honey’.
e journey of the Hebrews out of Egypt is called the Exodus. It was a long, hard journey.
Soon aer they started, the Hebrews came to the shore of a sea, where they stopped to rest.
ey didn’t know, however, that Pharaoh had changed his mind about letting the Hebrews
leave. He wanted them back to work as slaves. So he sent his soldiers aer them. When the
Hebrews saw Pharaoh’s mighty troops approaching, they were terrified. e soldiers, riding
fast in their horse-drawn chariots, were coming at them from one side. On the other side was
the sea. What could they do? ey turned to Moses
and cried out: ‘Have you brought us out of Egypt
only to die here?’
But Moses raised his staﬀ and a great wind
began to blow. It blew so hard and so strong that
the waters of the sea parted in two. e Hebrews
were amazed to see a dry path between two walls
of water! Moses led his people across this path
through the sea. Not far behind came the soldiers
of Pharaoh. But as the soldiers came across, the
walls of water came crashing down, and all of
Pharaoh’s men were drowned.
e Hebrews were safe. Moses led them to their
promised homeland, which is now called Israel.
e escape of the Hebrews from Egypt is still
Moses parting the sea to let
celebrated by Jewish people today as an important
the Hebrews escape
holiday in the Jewish religion. It is called Passover.
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Another popular holiday in the Jewish religion is called Hanukkah
[HAH-nuh-kuh; sometimes spelt Chanukah]. It is usually celebrated in
December, and is sometimes called the Festival of Lights. On each night
for eight nights, a candle is lit in a special holder called a menorah.

Christianity
The religion called Christianity began about
two thousand years ago. It grew out of the
religion you’ve just learned about, Judaism.
It happened like this.
As you know, Moses led the Hebrews
to their promised homeland, called Israel.
But there were still many hard times ahead.
More than once, the Jewish people were
conquered and ruled over, as they had been
by the Egyptians.

The Bible is a holy book for
both Christians and Jewish
people. But the Hebrew
Bible of the Jewish people
does not include a part of
the Christian Bible − the part
that tells the story of Jesus.

The Jewish people, as well as many other people, were conquered by the powerful
Romans. The Romans had strong armies with thousands and thousands of soldiers. It was
hard for the Jewish people to be ruled by the Romans. Many people in Israel hoped for a
saviour − a person who would come and save them. The Jewish people called this saviour
they hoped for the Messiah. Many Jewish people thought that when the Messiah came,
he would lead the Jews against their Roman conquerors and make them free.
Into this world was born Jesus of Nazareth. Many people believe that Jesus was the
Messiah the Jewish people were waiting for. These people are called Christians because
Jesus was also called the Christ (which means something like ‘the chosen one’).
Jesus was not the son of a king or a powerful warrior. His parents, named Mary and
Joseph, were humble people. The story of Mary, Joseph and the birth of Jesus is told in
the holy book of Christians, called the Bible.

The First Christmas
Christians celebrate the birthday of Jesus on the day called Christmas. Here, from the
Bible, is the story of the first Christmas. In the city of Nazareth, there lived a young woman
named Mary. She did not know that something amazing was going to happen to her.
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The Bible tells us that one day Mary was visited by an angel sent by God, an angel
named Gabriel. ‘Hail, O favoured one!’ Gabriel said to Mary (‘Hail’ means ‘Hello’). Mary
was amazed and scared. ‘Do not be afraid,’ said the angel. But what Gabriel told her made
her more afraid and very excited. The angel said that Mary would have a son, and that
this son would be the Messiah, the promised one, the saviour of Israel.
Then Mary asked the angel: ‘How can I have a son? I do not even have a husband.’ The
angel told her that the baby would be sent from God, and that her child would be called
the Son of God.
Months later, Mary prepared to go on a trip with her new husband, Joseph. It was a
hard time to travel, for indeed, Mary was now expecting a child. But they had to make the
trip. The ruler of the Romans, called the emperor, had sent out an order. The Roman
emperor wanted to tax all the people he ruled (that means he wanted to get money from
them). He ordered them to return to the town of their ancestors to pay their taxes.
So Mary and Joseph went to the town of Joseph’s ancestors, the little town of Bethlehem.
It was a hard journey. When they arrived, Mary could feel that it was time for her baby to
be born, that very night.
But they could find nowhere to stay: there was no room at the inn. The innkeeper told
them they could stay in the stable where the animals were kept. In there they would at
least find some straw to rest on.
And there in the stable, with the cattle and
other animals moving softly about, Mary
gave birth to her baby son. And since there
was no crib or bed, she placed him in a
manger, which held the feed for the animals
to eat.
Nearby there were shepherds in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. An
angel appeared to them and said: ‘Fear not:
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great
joy. For unto you is born this day a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord.’

Cribs are a popular way of
reminding people about the birth
of the baby Jesus in a stable,
surrounded by animals.

The shepherds were amazed. For so many years their people had waited for a saviour,
a mighty leader. Could it be that their saviour was born here, among such plain and
humble people?
e shepherds hurried to Bethlehem to see the child. ey found Mary, and Joseph and
the baby, who was lying in a manger. e shepherds told Mary what the angel had said.
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Then they went to tell everyone the good news. But Mary remained quiet and thought
deeply about all that had happened.
And that is what the Bible tells us of the first Christmas. Christians today remember
and celebrate the first Christmas each year on the twenty-fifth of December by putting
on special plays, giving gifts and singing songs about Bethlehem, the angels, the shepherds
and the baby Jesus. Sometimes they make a ‘crib’ like the one on page 143.

Jesus the Teacher: The Parable of the Good Samaritan
When Jesus grew to be a man, he started
Aesop’s fables are also
teaching. People flocked to listen and
stories that teach lessons
Jesus soon had many followers. When
Jesus taught people, he often told
parables. A parable is a story that teaches a lesson.
Jesus taught that you should love
your neighbour as you love yourself.
Once a lawyer asked Jesus: ‘Just exactly
who is my neighbour?’ To answer this
question, Jesus told the parable of
the Good Samaritan. (A Samaritan is a
person from the region called Samaria.)

A painting of the parable of the
Good Samaritan by Van Gogh,
whose self-portrait is on page 195.
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Once, said Jesus, a man was
travelling along a road. Suddenly he
was attacked by thieves. They robbed
the man and beat him. He lay halfdead by the side of the road. Soon a
priest came along. He saw the man
lying in pain but did not stop to help
him. Then another man came down
the road; he, too, walked right on by
without helping. Then along came a
Samaritan. When the Samaritan saw
the half-dead man, he went to him
and took care of his wounds. He took
the man to a nearby inn. He told the
innkeeper that he would pay whatever
it cost to take care of the man.
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When Jesus had told this story, he turned and asked the lawyer: ‘Which now of these
three was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves?’ And that, from the Bible, is
the story of the Good Samaritan. What do you think? Who was most like a neighbour to
the man who was robbed and beaten? Why? Today, people sometimes call anyone who
goes out of his or her way to help someone in need a ‘good Samaritan’.

Easter
Many people listened to Jesus and believed him. But many others got angry with Jesus.
They expected a saviour who would lead them in a great fight against the Romans. Instead,
Jesus said that people should forgive their enemies.
Although many people began to follow Jesus, other people became his enemies. His
words made them angry and scared. And so they hurt Jesus, and eventually they killed
him. He was put to death on a cross, so the cross has become the main symbol of
Christianity. Christians believe that on the third day after Jesus died, he rose from the
dead; Christians celebrate his rising from the dead at Easter. Easter and Christmas are the
two most important holidays and celebrations for Christians.

Islam
A long time after Jesus lived − in fact, more than five hundred years later − a man named
Muhammad was born in the land then called Arabia (look at the map on page 127).
The religion of Islam began in the time of Muhammad. Followers of Islam are
called Muslims.
Muhammad was a merchant, a person who buys and sells things for a living. He was a
respected man in his hometown of Mecca (sometimes spelled Makkah). Many people
called him al-Amin, which means ‘the Trustworthy’.
Because he was a merchant, Muhammad travelled a lot to buy and sell his goods. In his
travels he met many different people. Some of them were followers of the two religions
you’ve already learned about: Judaism and Christianity. From these Jews and Christians,
Muhammad learned about the idea of one God. And from the Christians he learned about
the teachings of Jesus.
Muhammad thought about what he learned during his life and travels. When he
returned home, he looked around at what he saw in his own land and he became troubled.
He saw that many of the people still worshipped many gods. He felt that too many people
in the city of Mecca had become proud and greedy. He did not like the rich rulers of the
city. He believed they fought too much and were too concerned with money.
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Beautiful Arabic writing
in the tiles of the Wazir
Khan mosque

Here is the story that
Muslims tell about how their
religion began. Muhammad
liked to go off to sit alone in a
quiet cave, where he could
think about things that were
worrying him. One day, when
he was forty years old, he
went to the cave and there he
had a vision (a vision is like a
dream, except you’re awake).
Muhammad saw an angel, the
angel Gabriel. Is that name
familiar to you? Gabriel is the
same angel that, the Bible says,
came to Mary to tell her that
she would give birth to the
baby Jesus.
Muslims believe that God
spoke to Muhammad through
the angel Gabriel. The angel
told Muhammad to tell everyone
in Arabia that there was only
one God, whose name is Allah. ‘Allah’ is the Arabic word for the English word ‘God’. So,
you see, Muslims worship the same God that Jewish people and Christians worship.
Muhammad set out to tell people that they should worship only the one God, Allah.
Some people listened to Muhammad’s teachings and believed him. But most people were
not very happy to hear what he said. He told them that their ideas about religion were
wrong and that they should change what they believed and how they behaved. Some
people got so angry with Muhammad that they even killed some of his followers and
forced him to leave Mecca, the city that was his home.
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But
Muhammad
was
determined to spread his
message. He continued to teach
about Allah, and more people
began to follow him. The people
liked Muhammad’s lessons
about being kind to each other
and about helping the poor.
They prayed many times every
day. They tried hard to live
better lives.
The rulers of Mecca were still
angry with Muhammad, and
they were worried as many more
people began to follow him.
The Regent’s Park Mosque in London
More than once the rulers of
Mecca sent soldiers to attack the Muslims. But the Muslims fought back and, in the end,
they beat the soldiers of Mecca. Muhammad returned to his home city and his many
followers came with him.
Soon all of Arabia accepted Muhammad as the messenger of God. Since the time of
Muhammad, the religion of Islam has spread from Arabia to many parts of the world.
Muslims everywhere study the Qur’an (sometimes spelt Koran), which is the holy book
of Islam. They worship Allah in buildings called mosques [MOSK-s].

Today Judaism, Christianity and Islam are three of the world’s biggest
religions. Jews, Christians and Muslims have much in common. All the
followers of these religions believe in the same God, though they call
this one God by different names. The holy books of the three religions
tell some of the same stories. In the Qur’an there are many stories that
are also told in the Torah and the Bible, such as the story of Noah and
the flood and the story of Moses. In later books in this series, you’ll
learn more about the place of these religions in the story of world
history, and you’ll learn about other religions too.
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British and European Geography
Do you remember from Year 1 how we talked about maps? They are pictures of an area
of land from above. If you imagine flying high above the world like a bird, what would
you be able to see? You might see streets and houses or shops and people; you might even
see fields and rivers and big hills. If you were to go higher, you would even be able to see
the shape of the continents and the oceans and seas in between them. A map is a drawing
of a part of the world so that people can know where they are and what is around them.
Draw a map of your
school that shows where
all the buildings and
paths are. Imagine
yourself walking around
the school. Where would
you be on the map?
Which building you have
your lessons in? What do
you walk past every day?
What is next door to the
school? Can you see
these places on the map?
When you look at a
map of the world, can
you find the British
Isles? Once you have
found them, you can see
that these islands are separated from the bigger piece of land by water, but together we
are all part of the continent of Europe. Can you see the area we call Europe? This is one
of the seven continents of the world. Europe is a big place, with lots of different countries
and people, and it would take a long time to travel from one end of the continent to the
other. But it is not as big as some of the other continents of the world. Can you name the
other continents? (Asia, Africa, North America, South America, Australia, Antarctica.)
Some of us live in cities, close to lots of other people, and some of us live in smaller
communities like villages in the countryside. Can you name the community you live in?
Villages, towns and cities across the British Isles are often grouped together in counties.
There are lots of counties, over one hundred across the British Isles. Can you name the
one you live in?
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The Countries of the British Isles
The British Isles are made up of different countries. We call the biggest island Britain. In
Britain there are three countries: England, Scotland and Wales. The smaller island is called
Ireland. There are two countries in Ireland. In the south there is the Republic of Ireland,
and in the north is Northern Ireland. Can you find where all these countries are on a map
of the British Isles? Which one do you live in?
England, Scotland and Wales have their own flags.
Together England, Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland are the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland. ey share one flag called the
Union Flag or Union Jack. e Republic of Ireland also
has its own flag. Can you see these flags on page 153?
England is the biggest country in the
British Isles and lots of people live there.
The English flag is a red cross on a white
background, and it is known as St.
George’s cross. St. George is the patron
saint of England.

In Year 1 we read
about the Union
Flag and how it
was put together.

Do you remember the story
of St. George and the Dragon
that we read in Year 1?

A rose is the flower of England. The capital city of England is London, which is also
the capital of the United Kingdom. It is the biggest city in the whole of the British Isles,
and it is one of the biggest cities in the world. The river that runs through the middle of
the city is called the River Thames. The south of England is mostly quite flat, which means
it is good for growing food, but it is hillier in the north of England and the tallest mountain
in England is in the county of Cumbria. It is called Scafell Pike.

The Oxford and Cambridge boat race

England is full of different types of
people and different sorts of places,
but there are some things that people
think of when they think of England.
What do you think of? Could it be fish
and chips, a very popular meal in
England, or maybe the sport of
cricket, which was an English
invention?
Or perhaps the annual boat race
between teams from the universities
of Oxford and Cambridge?
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Have you heard the story of Robin Hood?
It is an English story that has been popular
for a very long time.

We will read about
Robin Hood in Year 3.

Geoﬀrey Chaucer wrote traditional English
stories like e Canterbury Tales, but the most
famous English writer is William Shakespeare.
He was born a long time ago in a small
English town called Stratford-upon-Avon,
but today he is known all around the world.

We will read about
William Shakespeare’s
play A Midsummer
Night’s Dream in Year 6.

England also has lots of
big, old castles, such as
Windsor Castle and the
Tower of London, where
you can see Beefeaters. It
is not only England that
has famous old castles.
Edinburgh Castle is in
Edinburgh, the capital city
of Scotland, and it is one
of the most famous castles
in the world. Scotland
is the country to the north
of England. Scotland’s
The Tower of London
patron saint is St. Andrew,
and the St. Andrew’s Cross, which is a white cross on a blue background, is the Scottish
flag. The flower of Scotland is the thistle. The south of Scotland is where the big cities of
Edinburgh and Glasgow are, but the north of the country is called the Highlands. Here it
is very hilly. There are massive mountains called Munros, vast valleys called glens and
large lakes called lochs [loCK-s]. The tallest mountain in Britain is in Scotland. It is called
Ben Nevis and is in a mountain range called the Grampians. One of the deepest lakes in
Britain is Loch Ness. It is so deep that there is a story about a monster living at the bottom
called the Loch Ness Monster!
Most people in Scotland speak English today, but an older language called Gaelic still
exists. It is part of Scottish culture, but what else do you think of when someone says
Scotland? It might be the kilt, which is traditional Scottish clothing made from tartan.
Tartan is a pattern woven from diﬀerent colours. e diﬀerent patterns represent Highland
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Scottish dancers
communities called clans, but today the tartan kilt is worn by people all across Scotland.
You might also think of bagpipes, a musical instrument often used to play traditional
Scottish folk songs. The national poet of Scotland was Robert Burns. He wrote many
famous and popular folk songs, but one of the best known is ‘Auld Lang Syne’, which is
still sung today all over the world on New Year’s Eve.
But it is the Welsh who are most famous for their
singing. Wales is the country to the west of England.
The capital of Wales is Cardiff in the south of the
country and, even though the patron saint of Wales
is St. David, the Welsh flag is not St. David’s cross,
but a red dragon instead. The flower of Wales is a
daffodil. The highest mountain in Wales is Mount
Snowdon in the north of Wales. It is in a mountain
range called Snowdonia, but the south of Wales also
has a mountain range called the Brecon Beacons. This
means Wales is a very hilly country. The river Severn,
which rises in Wales, is the longest river in Britain.
The Welsh have their own language, which is
very different from English, and even from Scottish
Gaelic. Many people in Wales can speak both English
Mount Snowdon in Wales
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and Welsh. But the most famous Welsh
poet was Dylan Thomas who always
wrote in English. He wrote a famous play
called Under Milk Wood. The Welsh
celebrate their tradition of poetry and
folk music in festivals every year called
Eisteddfods. As well as music, the Welsh
are famous for playing rugby.
England, Scotland and Wales are all
part of Britain, but do you remember the
The Welsh national rugby team are
other big island in the British Isles? It is
seen here playing against France
called Ireland − which sounds like island!
It is west of Britain and is made up of two countries: the Republic of Ireland and Northern
Ireland. Ireland has two big cities: Dublin, which is the capital of the Republic of Ireland,
and Belfast, which is the capital of Northern Ireland.
e patron saint of Ireland is St. Patrick, and Irish people across the world celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day on the 17 March. e flower of Ireland is a shamrock, but a gold harp is
also a symbol of Ireland. Since the colour of Ireland is green, it is sometimes called the
Emerald Isle. e longest river in Ireland is the River Shannon, and it is also the longest
river in the whole of the British Isles. It runs from the middle of the country all the way
to the city of Limerick in the south of the country
where it meets the Atlantic Ocean. Lough Neagh
is the biggest lake in the British Isles, found in
Northern Ireland.
Even though most people in Ireland speak English,
just like Wales and Scotland, Ireland has its own
language too. It is called Gaelic and is similar to
Scottish Gaelic. Ireland has its own sports too. People
in Ireland like to play Gaelic football and hurling, as
well as sports like football and rugby. Irish people
have a love of words, and many great writers have
come from Ireland. Every year, thousands of people
visit Blarney Castle to kiss the Blarney Stone. ey
think it will give them ‘the gi of the gab’! e Irish
love to dance. ey have a tradition of step dances,
These dancers have learned
such as the reel, jig and hornpipe. In the best-known
to keep their arms by their
style, dancers keep their arms by their sides while
sides while they dance
moving their feet very quickly.
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How many of the people and places can you name in this map
of the British Isles? The clues are all in the text!

153

What Your Year 2 Child Needs to Know

The North is Cold
If somewhere is usually very cold and snowy, we say it has a cold climate. The climate is
the kind of weather a place normally has. The further north you go, the colder the climate
gets, and there are some places where it is so cold it is snowy all year round! Look at the
map of the British Isles on page 153. Using the compass points that you have learned, you
can see that Scotland is north of England, England is east of Wales, and Ireland is west of
Britain. In the science chapter you will learn about the North and South Poles. It’s very
cold in these places because there is not a lot of warmth from the sun. Scotland is further
north than England, and closer to the North Pole. This means that generally Scotland gets
more snow and is colder than the south of England. Also, the west of Ireland and the west
of Britain get more rain than places in the east. This is because big clouds full of rain come
from the Atlantic Ocean and drop most of their rain on the west before the wind blows
them towards the east. Where do you live in the British Isles? Is it very cold and wet, or
do you have warm, sunny weather?
Even though there are differences in the types of weather between the different
countries in the British Isles, generally the climate is not too hot and not too cold. In
countries in the south of Europe like southern Spain and Italy, it can be very, very hot in
the summer. And if you were to go to some of the countries in the very north of Europe,
it could be really, really cold.

The Scottish village of Braemar in the snow
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Scandinavia
The British Isles are quite far north, but there are other countries in Europe that are even
further north. Norway, Sweden, Finland, Denmark and Iceland are often known together
as Scandinavia. Can you find these countries on a map? Some of them are quite a long
way north of the British Isles. Now, as you know that it gets colder the closer you get to
the North Pole, you can probably guess what the climate is like in these countries. It can
be very, very cold in winter. Because of this cold climate, it can be difficult for plants and
animals to survive. They have to have ways of dealing with the snow and ice and freezing
weather. If you were going out in the snow, you would put your coat on. In the same
way, many animals in these northern European countries have thick fur all over to keep
them warm.
Trees and other plants also have to deal
with not getting a lot of sunlight. Have
you noticed how many trees lose their
leaves in the autumn? Well the further
north you go, the more trees you will find
that stay green all year round to make sure
they have enough energy to survive the
really cold winter. They also have to have
very thin leaves (or ‘needles’) so that they
don’t get covered in lots of cold and heavy
snow. Plants and animals need lots of
special tricks like these to survive in these
really cold places, but if you go really far
north in Scandinavia, not far from the
North Pole, it is so cold that no trees can
grow at all.

A Reindeer

We will learn more about
the habitats of different
animals on pages 286–292.

It is not just plants and animals that
have to be clever to survive in the north
of Scandinavia, but it is hard for the
people who live there too. It can be exciting when it sometimes snows in winter, but can
you imagine what it would be like to have lots of snow for many months? That is what it
is like for some people in the north of Scandinavia. It means that it is important to keep
warm and wear lots of clothes. It is also very dark in winter, and even dark all day and all
night in the middle of winter very far north in Scandinavia. However, those who live that
far north might have the chance to see the beautiful Northern Lights.
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The northern parts of the Scandinavian countries
are full of mountains and valleys and lakes. It is
hard for people to live there, so most people in these
countries live farther south, where is it usually a bit
warmer. The capital cities of Norway, Sweden,
Finland, Denmark and Iceland are: Oslo,
Stockholm, Helsinki, Copenhagen and Reykjavík
(in that order). These places are big, important and
modern capital cities, and living there is very
different from the cold, snowy northern areas.
This famous statue of Hans Christian
Andersen’s Little Mermaid can be seen
on the seafront in Copenhagen.
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Great Explorers:
Roald Amundsen
Roald Amundsen [AM-oond-sun]
was born in 1872 in Norway. He
became a famous explorer of
the coldest places on the surface
of the Earth. He was born into a
rich family, which owned many
ships, but he had a hard early
life. His father died when Roald
was only 14 years old. His
mother died when he was 21.
His mother had made him
promise to become a doctor. But
when she died, Roald Amundsen
decided to follow his heart and
become an explorer.
In 1903, Amundsen was the
captain of the first ship to sail
through the Northwest Passage.
This is the icy water north of
Roald Amundsen
Canada, on the continent of
North America. It connects the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. Can you find
this area on a world map?
During this voyage, Amundsen met many Inuit [IN-you-it] people who
lived in the Arctic Circle. They have to survive in the cold climate for
their whole lives. Amundsen learnt some of their ways of life. They
wore clothes made from thick animal skin, not woolly clothes. They also
travelled over the snow using sledges pulled by dogs. Learning these
things was very useful for Amundsen in later expeditions.
In 1911, Amundsen led the first successful expedition to the South Pole.
He had wanted to be the first to reach the North Pole, but when
another explorer, Robert Peary, announced that he had already reached
the North Pole, Amundsen decided that he would try to be the first
person to get to the South Pole.
The South Pole is on Antarctica, a continent of ice all the way at the
bottom of the Earth. Amundsen’s team sailed as far as possible before
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the water was nothing but ice. Then they had to go the rest of the way
on foot using sledges pulled by dogs to carry supplies. It took them
nearly two months. Amundsen beat his rival, English explorer Robert
Scott, by just a few days. The Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station is
named after the two explorers in their honour.
Amundsen’s expedition succeeded because he planned everything very
carefully. He made sure his team could keep as warm as possible, and that
they had enough food for the trip. They walked a set distance each day.
Amundsen wrote later: ‘Victory awaits him who has everything in order’.
In 1926, Amundsen reached the North Pole too. He didn’t go by foot
this time though! He flew over it in a big airship called the Norge
[NOR-guh]. It was built and piloted by an Italian engineer called
Umberto Nobile [NOB-bi-lay]. Although some people claimed to have
reached the North Pole before, this is the first group of people that we
can be sure got to see it.
Roald Amundsen led a life of adventure. He walked and skied over
snow and ice, sailed ships and flew aeroplanes. But his life was also
very dangerous. He died in 1928
while bravely trying to save his
friend Nobile whose aeroplane
Can you see the Norge
had crashed. His body was never
on the map on page 156?
Amundsen didn’t
found but people believe that
really sit on top!
his own aeroplane also crashed in
the Arctic.

British History
Romans in Britain
The Romans were a famous ancient civilisation, just like ancient Egypt or Mesopotamia.
They came from the city of Rome, which is now the capital of Italy, but was then the centre
of a huge empire. Like ancient Egypt or Greece, Roman civilisation was very advanced
compared with others at that time. The thing that made the Romans different was that
they used their technology and large army to explore and rule places all across the
continent of Europe and North Africa. Have a look at a map of Europe. At its height, the
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Roman Empire stretched from Britain to the north of Africa and to the Middle East.
At the same time as many Romans lived in large towns and cities, with roads and big
buildings under the rule of a huge empire, the people in the British Isles were still living
in what was known as the Iron Age. Can you remember what this means?
Before the Roman invasion, the British Isles were
much less developed and life was very different from
We learned
about the Iron
life in Rome. There were no roads in Britain, like there
Age in Year 1
were in Rome, and people still lived in small huts made
from wood. These buildings did not last as long as the
stone ones that the Romans had. This is just one reason why we know more about what
happened in Britain after the Romans arrived than before. Romans also had emperors
who ruled over the whole empire with their armies, but in Britain there were lots of smaller
tribes, each with their own king. This made it easier for the Romans when they decided
to invade Britain because they only had to defeat smaller tribes rather than one big country
where everyone fought together.
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Despite their large, organised army and modern weapons, the Romans did not find it
easy to conquer Britain. The famous general Julius Caesar invaded first, in 55 BC, but he
thought it would be a big job to conquer Britain. So it was not for almost one hundred
years that the Romans tried again, in 43 AD. This time the invasion was led by Emperor
Claudius, who sent a large army to Britain. The invading Roman army was a terrifying
sight for all the tribes in Britain.
Some tribal kings decided
not to fight and accepted
Roman rule. This meant that
they could remain as the
head of their tribe, but they
had to accept Roman law and
pay taxes to the Romans.
Other tribes fought back. The
Catuvellauni, a tribe from the
south-east of Britain, led the
resistance to the Romans.
Eventually, the Romans beat
the native tribes, defeating
the Catuvellauni at the Battle
of the Medway.

Julius Caesar

Even aer the Romans had
taken control of the south of
Britain, people fought back.
Some were happy to be ruled
by the invading Romans, but
others were angry. If you had
lived in Britain at this time,
would you have been friendly
with the Romans, or would
you have fought them? Some
did fight back, and one of the
most famous rebellions
against the Romans was led by
Queen Boudicca’s Chariot
Boudicca, the queen of a tribe
called the Iceni. Her husband had been king and he had made peace with the Romans, but
aer he died the Romans tried to take control of his lands. Queen Boudicca led her people
in revolt, burning down Roman towns such as Colchester, St Albans and even London.
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ey were so successful that the Romans even thought about leaving Britain altogether!
But eventually the Romans defeated the rebellion and killed Boudicca. Since then, Queen
Boudicca has been remembered as a heroine of British history, and there is even a statue of
her opposite the Houses of Parliament in London, the city she invaded and destroyed!
Once the Romans had control of the south of Britain, they tried to invade the rest of
the island and conquer the area they called Caledonia in modern day Scotland. Some of
the people there were called Picts and they fought against the invasion. They were beaten
by the Roman General Agricola at the Battle of Mons Graupius in the north east of
Scotland. But this was not the end of the Caledonians and the Romans had to keep sending
armies to Scotland to control the Picts. Eventually, the Romans decided that Scotland was
too cold and difficult a place to conquer. Instead, they decided to build a wall across Britain
and leave the north of the island. The wall was called Hadrian’s Wall and it stretched from
one coast to the other with lots of Roman forts and soldiers along it. Because it was the
edge of the Roman Empire, it had to be well-defended and there were battles along the
wall as the Picts tried to invade Roman Britain. The wall was so well built that some of it
still exists, and you can still see it today, thousands of years after it was built.
It was not just walls that the Romans were good at building. ey built roads and cities as
well. Unlike the tribes who lived in Britain before them, the Romans lived in big towns and
cities with lots of people. ey also had lots of soldiers who needed somewhere to live. e
Romans built big cities in Britain,
including York (which they called
Eboracum) and London (Londinium).
ere are still Roman buildings that you
can see in these cities, but some of the
best preserved Roman buildings are the
Roman villa at Fishbourne and the
Roman baths in the city of Bath.
The Romans built roads to connect
their cities, villas and baths. Before
the Romans came, people in Britain
travelled on dirt tracks or by boat. e
Romans knew how to build long,
straight roads that were made from
stones so they were easier to travel on.
is was important for the Romans to
keep control of Britain because it meant
they could march soldiers to diﬀerent
parts of the country very quickly.

Hadrian’s Wall

Do you remember another
important wall from the
Year 1 book? Yes, the Great
Wall of China!
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The Romans brought other new
things too. They built canals and
aqueducts to bring water to towns and
cities and a sewage system to remove
the smelly waste from these growing
cities. These are all things that we now
take for granted, but they were
brought over by the Romans.
Of all the things that the Romans
brought to Britain, possibly the most
important were reading and writing.
Roman baths in Bath
Before the Romans, people in Britain
did not write things down, but the Romans kept written records. is means we have a better
idea of what actually happened all those years ago. Also, just like in ancient Egypt and
Mesopotamia, it meant there could be written laws and that tribal leaders could rule over
much larger areas and many more people.
The Romans stayed in Britain for hundreds of years. Eventually, the Roman Empire
collapsed and the Roman armies left Britain. But they left their influence on the way we
speak, read and write; they also left behind the roads and buildings they had built.

Post-Roman Britain
After the Romans left, new people arrived in Britain. They came from across the
North Sea, the place we now know as northern Germany and Denmark, and they were
called the Anglo-Saxons. With the Roman armies gone, they found it easy to invade, and
the Anglo-Saxons won an important victory over the native Britons.
Unlike the Romans, who liked to live in big towns and in buildings made of stone, the
Anglo-Saxons mostly lived in smaller communities and they used wood to build their
houses. This means that there are not a lot of Anglo-Saxon buildings left today. Because
they lived in the countryside, most Anglo-Saxons were farmers. But some had special skills
and could make metal jewellery and decorated swords. Even though the Anglo-Saxons
mostly fought with axes, swords were very special because they were so difficult to make.
Objects like these have been found buried in the ground. When one Anglo-Saxon king
of East Anglia died, he was buried in a ship
with many of his treasures. It is known as
Discover more treasure
the Sutton Hoo ship burial. Does this
from the Sutton Hoo
sound similar to how the ancient Egyptian
ship burial on page 182.
pharaohs were buried?
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Archaeology
How do we know what happened all
these years ago and how people lived
in those days? Often people did not
write down what happened, so we
have to find out other ways of
knowing about it. Archaeology, [arrkee-OLL-oh-gee] finding the things
that used to belong to these people,
is the main way we know about them.

Excavation at Sutton Hoo

When people saw odd-looking mounds in a place called Sutton Hoo
(that was once part of the kingdom of East Anglia), they were curious
to learn what was inside. They decided to explore these mounds in
1938 and the archaeologist Basil Brown made a great discovery! Inside
the mounds, he found lots and lots of Anglo-Saxon treasure including
military helmets, armour and swords. You can still see these amazing
things from centuries ago that
people used to fight with in the
British Museum in London, or you
can visit the Sutton Hoo National
Trust site in East Anglia.

Burial mound, Sutton Hoo
Helmet from Sutton Hoo
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e Anglo-Saxons liked to tell stories,
and a few of these legends are still
known today. ey told stories about
great warriors such as Beowulf, a prince
who defeated a monster. e native
Britons also told stories. One of the most
famous was about King Arthur, a king
of the Britons who had fought bravely
against the invading Anglo-Saxons.
The Romans had ruled all of
England, but there were lots of
different Anglo-Saxon and Celtic
tribes. They were not ‘English’ or
‘Scottish’, but they belonged to lots of
smaller groups of people, each ruled
by their own king or queen. These
different groups of people were
King Arthur and the Knights
part of what we call ‘kingdoms’. They
of the Round Table
sometimes fought against each other
for land and money, and sometimes they were peaceful and got on with one another.
Sometimes a king of one of the kingdoms might proclaim himself king of Britain. At
different times, some kingdoms were more powerful than the others.
There were seven main kingdoms in England and two in Scotland. In the north of
England there was a kingdom called Northumbria. South of that in the middle of England
was the kingdom of Mercia. The kingdoms of Northumbria and Mercia both had great
power at different times. In the south of England was also the kingdom of Wessex. These
were the three biggest kingdoms. In the east of England there were the kingdoms of East
Anglia, Essex, Sussex and Kent. Do you recognise these names? Some of them are still
used for counties in England. Scotland’s kingdom of Pictland was in the north and the east,
and in the west was a kingdom that also
included part of the north of Ireland. It was
Do you remember
known as Dál Riata. Have a look at the map
the story we read
to see where these different kingdoms used
about King Arthur
to be. Where in Britain do you live? Can you
pulling his sword from a
work out what kingdom you would have
stone in Year 1? We will read
lived in if you had been alive then, hundreds
more about him in Year 3.
and hundreds of years ago?
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Anglo-Saxon kingdoms. Can you see where the Staffordshire Hoard
and the Sutton Hoo ship were found?
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Just a few years ago, in 2009, Terry
Herbert was in the farmland near
his home in the Midlands and
discovered the largest collection
of Anglo-Saxon items ever found!
He discovered many objects from
the kingdom of Mercia and, when
he reported his great find,
archaeologists from the Birmingham
Museums & Art Gallery came to dig
out the objects. They found many
pieces of metal jewellery, armour
and swords that are together called
the Staffordshire Hoard. What do
you think we can learn from the
objects that were found? People
who study this period of history can
tell all sorts of things about the way
people lived in those days, such as
what they believed in and how they
fought in battles.
Top: Items from the Staffordshire
Hoard
Middle: Bracelet from the Hoard
Bottom: Uncleaned pommels from
the Hoard

Look at the Sutton Hoo shoulder clasp on page 182.
Does it look similar to these uncleaned pommels?
By comparing the newly found objects from the Staffordshire Hoard
with other items, archaeologists can learn more about them. Since we
know that the shoulder clasps were made by the Anglo-Saxons, do you
think other Anglo-Saxons made the pommels? They did!
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The Vikings
The Anglo-Saxons were not the only people
who wanted to rule Britain.
The Vikings were explorers and warriors
from Scandinavia. They were mainly from
the countries that we know today as
Denmark and Norway, and so the Vikings
are sometimes called ‘Norsemen’. As well as
being strong soldiers, they were also very
good sailors and were able to build boats to
take them very far from their homeland.
These boats were called longships, and the
Vikings used them to row and sail to new
countries. Why do you think the Vikings
travelled so far from home? One of the
reasons they travelled was to trade with
different peoples. They sometimes settled in
the new lands they explored. They went to
central Asia and were able to trade with
people there and bring back exciting and
unusual things such as silk and spices.

Dragon’s head from a replica of a
Viking ship located in Scotland

The Vikings were also warriors, and were known for being violent. Sometimes they
would sail somewhere just to attack the place and take anything they wanted. The people
who were threatened by the Vikings sometimes gave the Vikings money not to attack their
area. This was known as ‘Danegeld’. But it often did not stop the Vikings from attacking.
The Vikings started attacking monasteries along the east coast of Britain, taking gold
and other valuable things. The Vikings were strong and fought with swords and axes.
There was little the English monks could do when they were attacked. One of the first and
most famous Viking attacks was a raid on the monastery at Lindisfarne in the English
kingdom of Northumbria in 793 AD. After these raids, the Vikings invaded other parts
of the British Isles, especially in the North East. They fought battles against kingdoms
across England and Scotland. Some Vikings went to Ireland and settled in the city that
today we call Dublin. The Vikings called it Dublinia. It is on a river and very near the sea
so it was perfect for the seafaring Vikings!
When the Vikings came to Britain, the different Anglo-Saxon kingdoms stopped
fighting against each other because they now had the same enemy. At one time, the only
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Viking Religion
The Vikings were not Jewish, Christian or Muslim. They did not think
there was just one God, but many gods. Odin was the king of their
gods. The Vikings used to tell stories about their gods, and this was
one of the ways they passed their culture on to their children. One of
the most famous gods was Thor. He controlled thunder and lightning
and was fierce in battle, so he was very popular with the fearsome
Viking warriors! He carried a very powerful hammer, so powerful the
Vikings believed this weapon could destroy mountains, and they often
carried a small copy of it with them. Vikings believed that if they died
in battle they would go to Valhalla, a Viking heaven, and so they were
often buried with their belongings to take with them. Some important
Viking chiefs were even given ship burials on longboats that were
filled with their possessions and treasure. This is similar to the AngloSaxon Sutton Hoo ship burial but, with Viking chiefs’ burials, their ships
were usually set on fire and pushed out to sea.

major kingdom left that was not ruled by the Vikings was
Wessex. Led by the famous King Alfred the Great, the
other English kingdoms joined with Wessex to fight
against the Vikings. King Alfred stopped the Vikings
invading the south of England and, for many years, the
two sides were at war. Eventually Wessex drove out the
Vikings and the other kingdoms joined together with
Wessex to become England.

Alfred the Great

In Scotland, the two kingdoms also joined together to
fight the Vikings who had invaded. Scotland’s first king
was called Kenneth MacAlpin. In Ireland a great warrior
called Brian Boru, who was the High King of All Ireland,
was determined to drive the Vikings from his land. He
defeated them at the Battle of Clontarf, near Dublin, but
one of the Viking leaders who was retreating from the
battle killed Brian. e Viking army was crushed but the
Vikings didn’t all leave Ireland. ey stayed, married Irish
people and gradually became just like the Irish themselves.
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After the battles with Alfred the Great, the
Vikings settled in the north and east of
England in an area that became known as the
Danelaw. The Vikings now ruled the old
English kingdoms of Northumbria and East
Anglia. People in the Danelaw lived by
Viking laws and customs as many Vikings
had settled there. However, the battles
between the Vikings and other English
kingdoms did not stop. Eventually the
English defeated the Vikings and the
Danelaw became ruled by England again. In
later years the Vikings came back, and for a
while England was ruled by a Scandinavian
king called Cnut [ka-NEWT]. He had a big
Viking empire that included Norway and
The Danelaw
Denmark. After King Cnut’s death, England
got an English king called Edward the Confessor in 1042. But in the north of Scotland,
some places were still under Viking rule hundreds of years later!

Tall Tales
There are lots of famous stories about people who lived in the past and who were
really important in history, but sometimes we’re not sure if the stories are true.
Perhaps they just tell us something about those people and the way they dealt with
things in a way that’s easy to remember. We call these Tall Tales. Here is a Tall
Tale about Alfred the Great and some cakes.

King Alfred of Wessex was a great warrior and a wise king, and he became the
leader of the Saxons in their fight against the Vikings. They fought bravely, but
the Vikings defeated them in battle after battle. Eventually Alfred’s supporters
deserted him, and he had to flee to Somerset with his wife and children.
He was so poor that he went to live in the cottage of a cowherd called Denewulf.
His clothes were so old and worn that the cowherd's wife thought that he was a
friend of her husband, and so she treated him as if he had been a common man
and not a great king.
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One day Denewulf's wife was very busy. She had been baking cakes, and still
had many things to do. Alfred meanwhile was sitting by the fire. Thinking deeply
about his kingdom and his people, and of how he could free them from the
Vikings, he had forgotten all else.
It seemed to Denewulf ’s wife that Alfred was a lazy sort of fellow. She did not
know the great matters he had to think of, and she wondered how anyone could
sit for hours by the fire doing nothing. Now, she said to herself, this lazy fellow
can at least look after my cakes, while I go to do something else.
‘Here, good man,’ she said to him, ‘just mind my cakes for me. And don't let
them burn. When they are nice and brown on one side, turn them over on to the
other side, like this—’ and she showed him how to do it.
‘All right, good lady, I will look after your cakes for you,’ replied Alfred.
But when the good woman had gone, Alfred sank once more deep in thought.
As he watched the cakes, he looked into the fire. Soon, in the red glow of the
burning ashes, he saw amazing things. The cakes and the cowherd’s cottage
vanished. Once again he was leading his army, his banner fluttering in the breeze,
his crown upon his head. He heard the shout of his soldiers as they charged the
Vikings. Alfred’s soldiers overcame their enemies, and the Vikings fled to their
ships. Fast behind them came the English. They set fire to the Viking ships. He
smelt the smoke as it rolled upward, heard the crackle of the flames, the shrieks
of the dying, the shouts of victory. England was saved.
Then suddenly he was awakened out of his dream by a blow to his shoulder and
an angry voice in his ear. Alas! The cakes, and not the Viking ships, were burning,
and the cowherd’s wife was very angry. She scolded him well, little thinking that
she was scolding her king. Then Denewulf came in. ‘Hush thee, woman, hush
thee,’ he said, ashamed and frightened.
‘Hush, shall I?’ she cried angrily. ‘The lazy loon, the idle good-for-naught, to
sit by the fire, and see the cakes burn, and never stir a finger.’
‘Hush thee, woman,’ said Denewulf again in despair. ‘It is the King.’
‘e King!’ cried the good wife, astonished, and a little frightened too. ‘Well, king
or no king,’ she added grumblingly aer a minute, ‘he ought to have minded the cakes.’
Alfred was not angry, as Denewulf feared he would be, and afterwards, when
he came to his kingdom again, Alfred made the cowherd a bishop, for he had
found out while hiding in his cottage that Denewulf was a good and wise man.
So the cowherd’s wife became a great lady, and perhaps never baked any
more cakes. Certainly she never again had a king to watch them for her.
Can you see King Alfred burning the cakes on page166?
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Life with the Vikings
The Vikings settled in some areas, becoming farmers, traders and
craftsmen. After it was captured, the city of York, which had before
been known as the Roman city of ‘Eboracum’, became the Viking
settlement of ‘Jorvik’. People who study Vikings have found the
remains of Viking Jorvik under the modern-day city of York. From this
we know that it was a big, busy place at the time, and full of people
who lived crowded close together. It would have been a very smelly
and dirty place because the Vikings did not have toilets. They dug pits
outside their houses and went to the toilet there!
Jorvik was also visited by people from across Northern Europe who came
to trade at the markets and buy things that the Viking craftsmen had
made. They were well known for their blacksmiths, who were skilled at
making things like swords and coins from metals. The Vikings’ swords
had to be very strong and sharp because they did so much fighting.
Even after the Viking chiefs left, the Viking people continued to
influence the British Isles. Viking people stayed in Britain and settled
down, and many people in Britain (possibly even you!) are related to
Vikings from a long, long time ago. Vikings influenced all sorts of
things, and many of the words we use today were first used by the
Vikings. Did you know that ‘Thursday’ was named after the Viking god
Thor, and used to be called ‘Thors-day’?

Christianity in Britain
When we learn about people in the past, it is important to learn the way they thought
about their lives and their world, and this often means knowing about their religion. For
many people, religion shaped the way they lived and the groups of people they belonged
to. For different kings and queens, the religion they chose helped them to decide how they
would rule their kingdoms.
Do you remember learning about Christianity in the ‘History of World Religions’
section? It has been important in British history, because its rules helped people to decide
what was right and wrong, and how to treat one another.
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The religion of Christianity started a long way from Britain, in the Middle East. But
how did it get here? Just like with roads and big stone buildings, it was the Romans who
brought Christianity to Britain.
But the Romans were not Christians themselves when they first came to Britain. They
believed in lots of different Roman gods, like the ancient Egyptians had done. People in
different parts of the Roman Empire were deciding they wanted to be Christian and, to
begin with, the Romans were not happy with this. Eventually, though, Emperor
Constantine realised that, to keep his empire together, he had better allow people to be
Christian. He even converted to Christianity himself. He claimed the reason for this was
that on his way to fight a big battle, called the Battle of Milvian Bridge, he saw a Christian
sign in the sky that told him his army would win the battle. He did win the battle, and he
made Christianity even more popular. Years later, Christianity became the official religion
of the Roman Empire.
Because Britain was part of the huge Roman Empire, Christian missionaries came here,
and some people in Roman Britain began to convert to Christianity. St. Patrick is the
patron Saint of Ireland because he spread Christianity in Ireland. The new religion soon
became popular in Ireland, and missionaries travelled across to different parts of Britain.
St. Columba left Ireland for Scotland and St. Aidan travelled to the kingdom of
Northumbria in the north of England
to spread Christianity. St David was
born in Wales and spread Christianity
in his own country.
e Anglo-Saxons were not part of
the Roman Empire and they were not
Christians. So when they came to
southern Britain, Christianity became
less popular. Do you remember the
diﬀerent Anglo-Saxon kingdoms in
England at this time? One of these
kingdoms was Kent, and their king
was called Aethelbert. St. Augustine
came from Rome to convert Aethelbert
and his kingdom to Christianity.
Augustine was so successful that he
became the first Archbishop of
Canterbury, and there is still an
Archbishop of Canterbury today.

St Augustine preaching to King
Aethelbert
173

What Your Year 2 Child Needs to Know

This was how Christianity came to Britain, but why is that important? Well, Christianity
changed the way people did lots of things, like getting married and owning property.
Christianity also brought monks and monasteries. Monks were religious men who
spent their lives living away from other people in monasteries, where they prayed and
studied religion.
Monks also studied important things such as
reading and writing, maths, law and even medicine.
There were monks and monasteries all across
Europe at this time, so lots of new ideas about these
subjects arrived in Britain. Over time, some of these
monasteries became universities, places where
students could learn about these subjects.
The monks even wrote history books because
they knew it was important to understand the past.
In the kingdom of Northumbria, there was a monk
called Bede who is famous for writing the first
history book about England. It was called The
Ecclesiastical History of the English People. It told
people about the different kings in England and
how people had lived.
The Irish missionaries St. Columba and St.
Bede was a great teacher
Aidan founded monasteries in Britain. St. Columba
and writer
founded an important monastery on the island of
Iona in Scotland. St. Aidan, when he came to Northumbria, founded a monastery on the
island of Lindisfarne. The monastery at Lindisfarne is very, very old but it is still there.
In these monasteries, monks wrote out and decorated copies of the Bible and some of
these books still exist today. Often no one was allowed to read these books because they
were so important. The monks used special methods and real gold and silver to make
beautiful, shiny designs. One of the most famous books is the Book of Kells, which can be
seen today in Dublin in Ireland. It is lucky that so many of these
amazing books have managed to survive for so long. The Book of Kells
was once stolen and found buried in a bog! At the monastery on
Lindisfarne the monk Eadfrith created
the famous Lindisfarne Gospels. Luckily,
Can you see the saints
they survived the violent Viking attack on
in the map on page 153?
the island that marked the beginning of
the Viking invasions!
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You can
see a page
from the
Lindisfarne
Gospels on
page 183.
Remains of the Lindisfarne Priory today

Normans in Britain
1066 is a famous year in English history. It was in this year that Britain was successfully
invaded for the last time. England had only recently been free of Viking rule when Edward
the Confessor died. After he died, no one knew who was going to be king, and there were
several people who claimed they had a right to rule. Harold Godwinson, a noble from
Wessex, initially claimed the throne and was crowned but, as soon as he had become king,
he had to defend his position against other people.
Harold Godwinson took his army up to the north of England and fought and defeated
the king of Norway, Harald Hardrada, who wanted to be king of England as well. This
battle was called the Battle of Stamford Bridge, and took place in Yorkshire. After Harold
Godwinson had won, he heard that another nobleman, this time from Normandy in
northern France, was attempting to invade and take the crown. His name was William,
Duke of Normandy.
William landed on the south coast of England. So Harold had to march his army all the
way down from the north of England to the south. Can you imagine how tired they would
have been? Harold’s men had just fought a battle and now had to walk hundreds of miles
to fight another one! They were really, really tired when they arrived to fight William’s
army at Hastings.
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The Battle of Hastings took place on the 14 October 1066 and is one of the most famous
events in English history. William’s army was about three times bigger than Harold’s, but
Harold and his men fought hard and they held the Normans back. At last, tiredness and
numbers took their toll and William broke though the English defences.
This whole story − from Edward the Confessor’s death to Harold Godwinson’s battles
against William, Duke of Normandy − is told in the Bayeux Tapestry. This is a really long
piece of cloth with pictures sewn into it. It was made by William’s supporters after the
battle to celebrate his victory. Do you think it tells the truth about what happened? People
who study history actually think it is quite close to the truth. The tapestry shows Harold
being hit in the eye with an arrow, and once the English king had been killed, William
had won the battle.
William was now known as William the Conqueror, but his job was not done. He
wanted to be king of England, but all he had done was win one battle. He now had to take
control of the rest of the country. William and his army went around the south of England
over the next few months fighting battles and attacking towns. Eventually most of the
important nobles decided that they would be better off accepting William as king because
William promised some of them that they could keep their power. Because he wanted
people to accept him as king, William was crowned king in Westminster Abbey, where
the other English kings had been crowned.
Even though William was now king, it was not easy for him to take control of the
country. William tried to convince some nobles to be loyal to him, but he also brought
some with him from France because he knew he could trust them. It was not easy to travel
around the country, so William relied on trust and loyalty from important people
throughout England. Would you have wanted William to be your king? There were many
people who didn’t like having William as king. In the north of England there were people
who opposed William, so he sent an army to attack them, burning towns and cities and
destroying fields so the people had nothing to eat. Can you imagine how scary this must
have been? He also replaced the important nobles with his own people who would make
sure that everyone was loyal to William. He built lots of castles to show people how
powerful he was and remind them that he was still the ruler. Many of these castles still
exist and you can visit them today.

Part of the Bayeux Tapestry
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The Domesday Book
William realised that he didn’t really know
much about the country he now ruled
because, at this time, people did not keep
many records. He didn’t know who owned
what and he didn’t know how much money
he could collect in taxes. To solve this
problem he created the Domesday Book. is
was a record of all land and property in the
country. It even counted individual cows and
pigs! Can you imagine what a long and
The making of the Domesday Book
diﬃcult job that must have been, counting
everything in England? Now William knew
what he was owed in taxes and, just as important, who could provide soldiers to fight for
him. is was the first time that the government had collected information in this way. It
has been useful for governments to collect information like this ever since. For people who
study the Normans, the Domesday Book provides lots and lots of interesting information.
This was how William gained control of England so that when he died he was able to
pass the crown on to his son so that Norman control of England could carry on.
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